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Islamists kill 24 more in Algeria — press 

ALGIERS (AFP) — At least 24 people have been 
killed in new massacres blamed on Islamists in Algeria, 
newspapers reported Monday. A family of seven travel- 
ling Friday to Mascara trom-ihc northwestern pan of 
Oran was forced to stop at a fake checkpoint by armed 
Islamists who slit their throats, the Al Khabar daily 
reported. T3je killers Mopped two other people nearby 
and also slit their throats, the paper said. Since July 15. 
a total 'of 449 people have been massacred in Algeria, 
according to a toll compiled by .AFP from pros 
reports. According to foreign estimates now more than 
one-year-old. more than 60,000 people have died in 
Algeria since the military -bucked government can- 
celled January 1^92 elections that the Islamic Salvation 
Front, now outlawed, was about to win. Algerian oppo- 
■Jtion panics say the death toll is closer to 100,000. 
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King calls on Prince Hashed 


AMMAN i Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Mon- 
day called on His Royal Highness Prince Rashcd 
Ben A! Ha>xan and his friend Zeid Oinar Bdeir who 
are both recuperating at the King Hussein Medical 
Centre alter sustaining injuries in a ear accident on 
Wadi Aruba Highway Fast Friday. The King was reas- 
sured by doctors that their condition is .-.table. Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassnn and Princess 
SarvaUt received the King along with members of the 
Rovai fainilv and dignitaries. 
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Politicians call on government 
to exert more effort in dialogue 
for sake of democratic march 
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U^. delegation 
lonricg region makes 
a stop in Amman 

.AMMAN i Petra j — A U.S 
Congress delegation led by 
Benjamin. Gi liman arrived 
here Monday on a two-day 
official visit during which 
they will hold talks with 
senior Jordanian officials. 
The American delecaiiun is 
on a tour in the region. 

Israeli post heavily 
damaged in 
Hizbollah attack 

BEIRUT <AFP) — Hizbol- 
lah guemNjs launched a 
heavy rocket and mortar 
attack against an Israeli 
army outpost in south 
Lebanon early Monday, 
causing extensive damage 
hut no casualties, officials 
said. The ourposr, locared 
in the eastern sector of (he 
butler zone Israel occupies 
along Lebanon's southern 
border, was hit by anti-tank 
rockets, Sagger missiles 
and mortar shells, an Israeli 
army spokesman said in 
Tel Aviv. The Iranian- 
backed Hizboliah said in a 
statement received here 
that “the main fortifications 
at the position were 
destroyed” in an attack 
using “anti-tank rockets 
and automatic weapons” 
There has been an upsurge 
in fighting in southern 
Lebanon since the start of 
the month, with one Israeli 
soldier and 14 Lebanese 
being killed. Israel has also 
carried out a number of air 
raids against positions of 
Hizboliah and other anti- 
Israel groups operating 
imm Lebanon. Hizboliah 
spearheads armed resis- 
tance against the Israeli 
occupation. 

Kuwait to inspect 
imported meat 
for bacteria 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
will inspect imported meat 
for E. Coli bacteria after a 
U.S. firm recalled 540,000 
kilogrammes of hamburger 
due to possible contamina- 
tion. a newspaper reported 
on Monday. 'The munici- 
pality will coordinate with 
the health ministry to 
inspect the origin of 
imported meat,” Abdul 
Rahman Al Houti, chair- 
man of the municipal coun- 
cil, told Al Watan newspa- 
per. “The concerned 
authorities will not hesitate 
to confiscate any amount of 
meat,” he added. On Fri- 
day, tire U.S. Department 
of Agriculture ordered 
Hudson Foods Inc. to recall 
some 1 .2 million pounds of 
frozen ground beef from 
the U.S. market for fear of 
contamination with a dead- 
ly strain of E. Coli. 
Kuwait's public health 
ministry laboratories will 
stan inspection of imported 
meat Tuesday, said Watan. 
Officials said some 
Kuwaiti food firms import- 
ed meat from the U.S. 

Egypt hands over to 
Bahrain fugitive wanted 
on murder charge 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has handed over to Bahrain 
a fugitive Bahraini national 
wanted in connection with 
murder and arson, the 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA reported Monday. 
MENA identified the sus- 
pect as Ibrahim Ahmad. It 
did not say when the han- 
dover took place but said 
that the suspect was appre- 
hended and arrested in the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria. The Egyptian 
authorities arrested the sus- 
pect, who “admitted his 
crime” after receiving a 
request from Bahrain. 
MENA said. 


King calls on citizens to exercise 
rights in ‘free and fair’ elections 


TAFILEH (Petra I — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Monday that the parliamen- 
tary elections in November 
will be free and fair, and the 
door will be open for 
observer* lo monitor elec- 
tions and see how the peo- 
ple of Jordan lay the foun- 
dations Tor the democratic 
process in. their country. 

Addressing a rally in the 
town ol' Tiifileh. in southern 
Jordan, where he was 
accorded a tumultuous wel- 
come, the King said: "The 
coming elections will be 
exemplary as I promised 
you and it will be similar to 
the previous elections, llie 
door is open for anyone 
from any place to come and 
monitor die election 
process because we want 
others to learn from us and 
to see how the Jordanian 
people contribute to laying 
the foundations of the 
democratic march and their 
future.” 

The King said the elec- 
tions will be held on sched- 
ule but will be preceded by 
the dissolution of the 1 2th 
Parliament. 

"Anyone who finds him- 
self eligible to run should 



His Majesty King Hussein upon his arrival in Tafileh is received by thousands 
of cheering citizens. Last week, the King visited Aqaba and Ma'an as part of his 
continuous efforts to call on the Kingdom's govemorates in order to study their 
needs and answer their questions (Pnoto by Yousef 'Allan) 


nominate himself for die 
coming battle alongside 
other candidates.” said (he 
King, noting that the regis- 
tration of voters in the past 
week exceeded all expecta- 
tions. 

Referring to dialogue 
with the opposition, the 
King said, “dialogue has 
been going on amongst us 
and will not stop because it 
is not a dialogue among 
enemies but rather among 


brothers who are trying to 
serve the common interests 
of the country. It is a dia- 
logue based on mutual 
respect between the peo- 
ple.” 

Referring lo the Muslim 
Brotherhood who decided 
to boycoti the elections, the 
King said. "I must reiterate 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
hud attained the present sta- 
tus because they had chosen 
the right road of work and 


construction and had con- 
fronted (he difficult circum- 
stance* that faced the coun- 
try in the past. The Muslim 
Brotherhood, unlike others, 
had benefited from the con- 
ditions and circumstances 
prevailing in the country in 
the past and for some time 
they were pan of the 
regime and they ore con- 
sidered as dear 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel to transfer part of frozen funds 

■ 

to PNA; Masri demands full amount 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Rewarding Pales- 
tinian security cooperation. 
Israel decided Monday to 
release lo the Palestinians 
30 per cent of the tax 
refunds it had frozen after a 
suicide bombing in a 
Jerusalem market. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu approved the 
money transfers after the 
Palestinians provided some 
help in the investigation of 
the July 30 bombing that 
killed 16 people, including 
two assailants, a statement 
by Netanyahu's office said. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials also helped Israel find 
(he body of an Israeli taxi 
driver who was abducted 
and killed by Palestinian 
car thieves in the West 
Bank last week. 

In all. some S7.5 million 
would be paid, Netanyahu 
aides said. The figure is 
much lower than the $70 
million the Palestinians say 
Israel owes them in total. 
The sum includes tax 
refunds, such as value- 
added tax on goods Pales- 
tinian merchants buy from 
Israeli wholesalers. 

The decision to pay some 
money “is a partial step in 


response to partial steps by 
the PNA." the Israeli state- 
ment said. 

“We got (he information 
we asked for on the terror- 
ist strike and wc are releas- 
ing the money according to 
a sliding scale” said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s senior adviser, 
David Bar-illan. 

However, Mr. Bar-lUan 
said, the Palestinians have 
not cracked down on 
Islamists operating in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
“For us. this is the most 

important thing " he said. 

The government said it 
would further ease restric- 
tions imposed on the Pales- 
tinians if Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat crushed 
the infrastructure of terror 
groups. Mr. Arafat said he 
believed the two bombers 
in the Jerusalem attack 
were sent from abroad. 

A British newspaper 
reported that the head of 
Israel's Shin Bet security 
service is currently meeting 
with colleagues in London 
to investigate suspicions 
that the bombers entered 
Israel with British pass- 
ports. 

The Palestinian Econom- 
ics Minister Maher Masri, 


Egypt, PNA discuss future of peace process 

CAIRO (AFP.) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Arar Musa 
on Monday held talks here with Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil Shaath on ways of saving the 
peace process from collapse. 

"Egyptian-PaJestinian coordination is the main base for 
saving the peace process,” Mr. Shaath said. 

He said he discussed with Mr. Musa the future of the 
peace process as well as an expected visit to the region in 
September by U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
which he described as “important.” 

Ms. Albright said this month that she would be coming 
to the region to help bring Israel and the Palestinians back 
to tbe negotiating table following the double suicide 
bombing in a Jerusalem market last month which killed 14 
Israelis. 

“Israel's policies, its actions against the Palestinian peo- 
ple such as the [economic] blockade, the destruction of 
homes and settlements are the real threat to the peace 
process." Mr. Shaath said. 

“Israel is waging a war of hunger on the Palestinian peo- 
ple ” he stressed. 


said Israel's decision to 
release some tax refunds 
was not enough. “We don't 
accept these compromises. 
We need to be paid in full, 
and we need to be paid on 
time,” Mr. Masri told the 
Associated Press. 

The U.S. had pressured 
Israel's government to 
resume the money trans- 
fen*. saying the measure 
was counterproductive to 


efforts to resume stalled 
peace talks. 

In a sign of renewed 
security cooperation. 
Israeli. Palestinian and 
American security officials 
met Sunday to discuss 
the investigation of the 
bombing. Israel radio said 
ihe atmosphere was 
so good that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli police indicted 
for beating Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Three Israeli para- 
military border policemen 
were charged on Monday 
with kidnapping and 
assaulting two Palestinians 
earlier in the month. 

An indictment released 
by the justice ministry said 
the policemen took the two 
men to an isolated wood 
where they continually beat 
them, hitting them on the 
head, chest and limbs. 

They were rounding up 
Palestinians who had 
entered Israel without per- 
mits in the face of a closure 
imposed on the West Bank 
after a July 30 suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem. 

The indictment said the 
policemen tied the legs of 
one the men with a rope 


attached to their jeep and 
dragged him several 
metres. 

The policemen continued 
to brutalise the other Arab 
“even after he began to beg 
to show him mercy because 
he suffered from heart 
problems,” the charge sheet 
said. 

Israel's Channel One 
Television broadcast sever- 
al days ago an interview 
with the two Palestinians. 
Ahmad Moussa and Mah- 
moud Ghneim. who lay 
side by side in hospital. 

During the interview Mr. 
Moussa, breathing heavily 
through a hospital mask, 
said, “each one of them car- 
ried a club and adminis- 
tered beatings. One of them 
asked me if my chest was 


all right and hit me in the 
chest. There were three 
who hit rae.“ 

“One of them pointed an 
M- 16 rifle at my head — he 
pointed the rifle next to my 
ear and told me, 'now 
you’ll get out of here. If I 
see you again, I will kill 
you. You must die.’” 

In a separate incident ear- 
lier this month an Israeli 
court sentenced to eight 
months in jail two other 
border policemen filmed 
bruralising Palestinians. 

The videotape showed the 
two policemen kicking 
some of the Palestinians in 
the head, kneeing one in the 
stomach, forcing others to 
do push-ups and riding one 
man like a donkey. 


Tunisia asks 
representative 
to leave Israel 

TEL AVIV (API — Tunisia 
has ordered the head of its 
1 5-month-old interest 
office in Israel to “leave 
quietly" and return home, 
an Israeli newspaper report- 
ed Monday. Khamis 
Ginawi told Yediot Ahronot 
he received instructions two 
weeks ago from the 
Tunisian foreign ministry to 
leave Israel. He was expect- 
ed to return home this 
weekend, Yediot Ahronot 
said. The report signalled a 
further deterioration in tbe 
relations between Israel and 
the Arab World since the 
collapse of tbe Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. 
Since the historic accords 
between Israel and the PLO 
in 1993. Israel had devel- 
oped ties to several Arab 
countries. 


B> Sa'eda Kilani 

Jordan Timex Shift' 

Rt jutrier 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment should exert further 
effort:* and show more will- 
ingness to smooch o\er dif- 
ferences w ith the opposition 
it only to preserve the 
democratic march from col- 
lapse, politicians say 

Independent personalities 
from different political 
shades Monday cost doubt 
on the seriousness of the 
government in initiating 
political reform and adopt- 

ina initiatives to defuse ten- 

**■ 

si on in the political aunos- 
phere. Although politicians, 
interviewed by the Jordan 
Times, expressed mixed 
feelings vis-a-vis the out- 
come of the prospected dia- 
logue between the govern- 
ment and the opposition, 
they all agreed that the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Salam 
Majali has to show more 
willingness to take drastic 
changes and not only talk 
about them. 

"What does the govern- 
ment mean by 'undebatable 
issues’? Does this statement 
show the government's seri- 
ousness in reaching a com- 
mon ground with the oppo- 
sition?" questioned former 
deputy Fares Nabulsi. “In 
this t indifferent atmos- 
phere) there is nothing 


called dialogue." 

Lawyer Nabulsi, who 
signed along with around 
one hundred political per- 
sonalities a statement criti- 
cising what they called a 
major setback for democra- 
cy. expressed little hope in 
the “change of attitude” of 
the so'cmmeni towards 
promoting public freedoms 
and enhancing democracy. 

He even said that (lie 
statement, in w hich political 
personalities threatened to 
boy cott the upcoming par- 
liamentary elections unless 
the government takes dras- 
tic moves to change the sta- 
tus quo. comes at a late 
time. 

“The decision to boycott 
the elections (by the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, opposi- 
tion parties, and politici.ins) 
should hav e been token four 
years ago when the tempo- 
rary one- person, one- vote 
electoral system was 
imposed.” Mr. Nabulsi said. 
"Now it is too late.” 

In the statement, signed 
by several prominent per- 
sonalities including former 
prime ministers Ahmad 
Obeidat and Taher Masri 
and released on Sunday, 
politicians accused the gov- 
ernment of abusing and 
using powers uncontrol- 
lably. Not only that, "but the 
Constitution and the law 
have become tools in the 


hands of any government to 
be used as a basis for arbi- 
trary action and imposing 
more restriction;, on the 
people, especially the back- 
ward Press and Publications 
Law." 

"Because the parliamen- 
tary elections are consid- 

m 

ered one of the pillars of 
real deniucracv. the first 

V 

prerequisite to the practice 
of this right is the ensurance 
of real and equal chances 
for all citizen:*. Otherwise, 
the parliamentary system 
will turn into one form of 
di^gui^d tyranny'' said the 
statement. 

But, “in.slead of respect- 
ing the different political 
opinions in the framework 
of national dialogue and 
freedom of expression, the 
government Maned to clas- 
sify people in accordance 
with their political affilia- 
tion. whether they arc sup- 
porters or opponents of the 
regime... in the light of this 
regression, we warn against 
the application of the one- 
person. one-vote electoral 
svstem that will exacerbate 

P 

national unity and tarnish 

P 

the image of democracy. 
The dominance of these cir- 
cumstances urce us to bov- 

W P 

con the elections, in nomi- 
nation and in voting.” the 
statement added. 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNICEF sees peril in falling 
aid to developing countries 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) is 
deeply concerned by new 
figures showing that aid to 
developing countries fell to 
an all-time low in 1996. 
Carol Bellamy. UNICEF's 
executive director, said 
Monday. 

Despite a steady rise in 
the number of people w ith 
incomes of less than Sl-a- 
day. overall aid to develop- 
ing countries last year tum- 
bled four per cent in real 


terms over 1995. to S55.I 
billion from S5S.9 billion, 
according to a report 
released by the 29-naiion 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment i OECD i. 

"Let us be dear about 
what is at stake here." Ms. 
Bellamy said. “These are 

P 

more than numbers in an 
accounting ledger; ihey 
represent a threat to mil- 
lions of children and to the 
societies in which they are 
growing up. They are a tes- 


tament to the persistence of 
appalling global inequali- 
ties — and to the interna- 
tional community's shame- 
ful failure to eradicate 
them ” 

Ms. Bellamy noted that, 
according to U. N. esti- 
mates. 1.3 billion people 
are trapped in absolute 
poverty — 650 million of 
them children — and their 
numbers are growing in 
every region of the w'orld 

(Continued un page 7) 
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A Palestinian woman shouts at Israeli troops that prevented her from going to 
her family home Monday as an army bulldozer tears down a recently built wing 
of it (Reuters photo) 

Israel’s army continues 
demolish Palestinian homes 



HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Israeli armv demolished 

■P 

three Palestinian homes near 
Hebron Monday, pursuing its 
drive to destroy Arab houses 
built without formal permits 
from the occupation authori- 
ties, witnesses said. 

The first house destroyed 
belonged to Mohammad 
Shahadeh Rajabi. 33, and 
was built near a by-pass road 
used by settlers from Kiryat 


Aiba, a Jewish settlement 
north of Hebron. 

The second home belonged 
to Naaman Imram Shabani. 
60, and was uninhabited, 
while the third home was in 
tbe village of Beit-Umr and 
belonged to 40-year-old 
Nabil Abu Ayash. witnesses 
said. 

Israeli policy is to destroy 
Arab homes and other struc- 
tures built without govern- 


ment permits in the occupied 
territories. 

Palestinians complain that 
the authorities rarely gram 
such permits even when 
requested. There had been a 
lull of several months in the 
demolitions, apparently lo 
avoid worsening tensions 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians sparked by wide- 
spread construction of Jewish 
settlements. 






2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, August 19 , 1997 


Islamic Jihad says Israel 


seeks Palestinian civil war 


CAIRO (R1 — A leader of 
the Palestinian group Islam- 
ic Jihad said in comments 
published Monday that 
Israel wanted to spark Pales- 
tinian civil war by insisting 
that Palestinian leaders 
clamp down on "Terrorism." 

Israel has accused the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) of not 
doing enough to fight anti- 
Israeli guerrillas in its terri- 
tory after a double suicide 
bombing that killed the two 
bombers and 14 other peo- 
ple in Jerusalem last month. 

“With these demands. 
Israel wants to create violent 
discord and ignite a Pales- 
tinian civil war. but we will 
never allow our nation to be 
turned into a new 


new 


Afghanistan. Somalia or 
even Algeria and we hope 
the authority is aware of 
such a danger. " Ramadan 
Abdullah Shallah. secretary- 
general of Islamic Jihad, 
Told the London-based daily 
A\ Hayat. 

“Israel knows that the 
Palestinian people are the 
infrastructure of Hamas and 
Jihad and hitting this foun- 
dation to uproot them means 
declaring a war of annihila- 
tion against these people 
who give birth to martyrs 
and this is impossible. As 
long as these people remain 
and as long as there are 
mosques and Islam, then 
Hamas. Jihad and all the 
resistance movements will 
remain." Mr. Shallah said. 


Islamic Jihad and Hamas 
are members of a 10-mem- 
ber Palestinian alliance that 
vowed to wreck a peace deal 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Hamas’ armed wing 
claimed responsibility for 
last month's suicide attacks 
in a leaflet whose credibility 
has been questioned by 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials. The attackers have yet 
to be identified. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has rejected 
Israeli allegations that his 
planned “national unity” 
talks with militant Palestin- 
ian groups set for this week 
were an "appeasement of 
terrorism." 

"If the Palestine Libera- 


tion Organisation liberated 
itself from the Oslo [peace] 
agreement and resumed 
armed struggle we would 
accept to join it within a uni- 
fying framework for our 
people's struggle," Mr. 
Shallah said. 

He said the U.S. was too 
biased to be of any help as a 
mediator. 

“What do you expect 
when the Jewish [U-S. Sec- 
retary of State] Madeleine 
Albright sends the Jewish 
Ross to ralk to the Jewish 
Netanyahu? What good can 
Palestinians or Arabs gain 
from this trinity that repre- 
sents an administration that 
is more Zionist than the 
Israeli Knesset [parlia- 
ment]?" he said. 



Immigration to Israel 


Syria, Iraq 


drops by 16% this year hope t0 


DRUMS OF PEACE I Young Palestinian boys join Eyol Davidov (second from right) in beating the drums 
of peace into Hebron on Monday shortly after the black-turbaned Israeli drummer arrived in the town's central 
square and started drumming for peace. Dozens of Arab boys, as well as Israeli soldier, took up the invitation to 
pound on the drums, whose music Davidov believes will bring peace to this troubled town more quickly than 
talks between politicians (Reuters photo) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Jewish immigration to 
Israel fell 1 6 per cent during the first seven 
months of 1997 compared to the same peri- 
od last year, primarily due to a drop in the 
number of Jews leaving the former Soviet 
Union, the government reported Monday. 

A report by the Immigrant Absorption 
Ministry said 35.400 new immigrants 
arrived in Israel from January through July, 
compared to 42.500 for the same period in 
1 996. Some 28.200 of the new arrivals came 
from the republics of the former Soviet 
Union. 

The Jewish agency, the para-state body 
which oversees and promotes immigration. 


said this drop was explained in pan by the 
fact that most Jews from the former Soviet 
Union had already emigrated. 

At the same time economic conditions in 
these ureas were improving for those Jews 
left behind while unemployment is rising in 
Israel, a ministry spokesman said. 

Some 700.000 Jews and their non-Jewish 
spouses have immigrated to Israel from the 
former Soviet Union since 1989. 

Immigration to Israel was already eight 
per cent below forecasts last year, when 
70.S00 Jews and their families settled in the 
country. 83 per cent of them from the former 
Soviet Union. 


reopen oil ‘Rebel Garang planning Moroccan parties welcome 


pipeline 


for military offensive’ 


two parliamentary laws 


Hundreds of people protest 


at arrests in south Yemen 


ADEN. Yemen tAFP) — 
Hundreds of people demon- 
strated Monday in the south- 
ern town of MukaJIa against 
a wave of arrests of opposi- 
tion figures in Yemen, wit- 
nesses said. 

The demonstrators, includ- 
ing opposition parly officials 
and relatives of the detained, 
held a sit-in outside the 
Mukalia prosecutor's office, 
the witnesses said, contacted 
by telephone from the Red 
Sea port city of Aden. 

Hassan Baoom of the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
called in a speech for the 
release of all the detainees 
and accused the authorities 
of making the arrests “with- 
out any legal justification." 

Interior Minister Hussein 
Arab said Friday that nearly 
50 people have been round- 
ed up on suspicion of plan- 
ning acts of sabotage. 

On Thursday, the authori- 
ties accused the YSP and 
another opposition group, 
the League of the Sons of 
Yemen, of responsibility for 
bomb attacks on three petrol 
stations in Aden on July 2S. 

The two groups have 


denied the charges and said 
71 of their members have 
been arrested since the 
bombings, which left no 
casualties. 

In May 1994. the YSP and 
the league proclaimed the 
secession of southern Yemen 
which was an independent 
Marxist state until North and 
South Yemen were united in 
1990. 

The YSP has been in the 
opposition since the seces- 
sion bid was defeated by 
northern forces loyal to Pres- 
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh in a 
two-month civil war. 


Yemeni-Saudi border 
row may take time 


In another development in 
Sanaa. Yemen's Prime Min- 
ister Faraj Said Bin Ghanem 
hinted in remarks published 
on Monday that resolring a 
protracted border row with 
Saudi Arabia could take 
time. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh said in early 
July a final settlement of the 
6 1 -year-old dispute was 
imminent. 


Senior officials, including 
Yemen's and Saudi Arabia's 
interior ministers, have been 
shuttling between the two 
states in recent months to try 
to resolve the row. 

“1 wony about over- 
expectations created by the 
media." Bin Ghanem. an 
independent, said in an inter- 
view with the English-lan- 
guage weekly Yemen Times. 

“There is no particular 
suggestion or project sub- 
mitted for deliberation." he 
said. “There are proposals 
which keep on changing as 
negotiations continue." 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding in 1995 in an 
attempt to end the row. Since 
then they have exchanged 
high-level visits and held 
joint meetings. 

The dispute has led to sev- 
eral minor clashes between 
the Arab world's richest oil 
power and one of its poorest 
countries. 

“The Yemeni leadership, 
the political parties and pub- 
lic opinion in general regard 
this issue as a top priority." 
Bin Ghanem added. 


DUBAI (AP) — Iraqi and 
Syrian officials hope to 
reopen a pipeline to the Syri- 
an port of Tartus to carry Iraqi 
oil. Iraq''' trade minister said 
in a published interview. 

Mohammed Mehdi Saleh 
was quoted in this week's 
issue of Emirates Today as 
saying that technicians are 
carrying out renovation work 
on the pipeline from Kirkuk. 
Iraq, to Baniyus. Syria, via 
Tartus on the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

The pipeline was shut down 
in the early 1980s while Syria 
supported Iran in the Iran- 
Iruq witf. ■Relations are now 
improving between Iraq and 
Syria. 

The 1.4 nrrifflbn barrels-a- 
duy pipeline is said to' be 
intact on the Iraqi side, but to 
require repairs on the Syrian 
side that could take a year. 
Mr. Saleh was quoted as say- 
ing Iraq hoped to pump “huge 
amounts" of oil through the 
pipeline. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq has 
requested the U.N. to allow 
part of Baghdad's oil exports 
under the oil-for-food plan to 
go through Syria to Tartus. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese rebel leader John 
Garang is planning a new 
major offensive in south 
Sudan to strengthen his posi- 
tion ahead of peace negotia- 
tions. a former rebel was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

Arok Than Arok. a member 
of (he United Democratic Sal- 
vation Front (UDSF) group- 
ing former rebel factions, said 
in a statement published in 
Khartoum newspapers that 
planned mediation talks were 
called off because of the plan. 

The regional intergovern- 
mental Authority on Develop- 
ment (IG AD), which groups 
Djibouti. Ethiopia Eritrea 
Kenya. Somalia. Sudan and 
Uganda has been spearhead- 
ing efforts to resolve Sudan’s 
I -4-year-old civil war. and was 
to have met in Nairobi on 
Tuesday to plan peace negoti- 
ations with Gen. Garang. 

Mr. Arok said Gen. Garang. 
leader of rhe Sudanese Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army 

fSPLAj. was preparing “a 
new military offensive after 
failure of his recent attempt of 
occupying Juba (south 

Sudan’s main city) so as io 


strengthen hi' negotiating 
position." 

Gen. Garang “is presently 
holding a conference with his 
field commanders sonte- 
w here in south Sudan near the 
border with Uganda to dis- 
cuss preparations for the 
offensive." Mr. Arok was 
quoted as saying. 

He said Gen. Garang may 
have decided not to go to 
Nairobi because some of his 
own lieutenants support a 
proposed peace settlement. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad Taha 
speculated at the weekend 
that the meeting was post- 
poned because' the SPLA or 
an 1GAD member country 

me 

“like Uganda” was reluctant 
to attend. 

Khartoum accuses Uganda 
of being the main backer of 
ihe SPLA rebels, but Uganda 
has repeatedly denied the 
charge. The Sudanese civil 
war erupted in 1983 when the 
SPLA took up arms to end 
what it terms as domination of 
the mainly Christian and ani- 
mist south bv the Muslim 

m 

north. 


RABAT (R) — Moroccan 
opposition parties on Mon- 
day welcomed the adoprion 
at the weekend of two new’ 
laws shaping the future 
bicameral parliament ahead 
of elections expected to be 
held next month. 

“Overall vve are satisfied 
heeuuse several amend- 
ments we proposed were 
accepted but our main 
demand, which was for a 
two-round election for the 
upper house, was rejected." 
said a spokesman for the 
Socialist Union of People’s 
Forces (USFP). 

Parliament on Sunday 
unanimously adopted laws 
setting the number of MPs at 
325 in the lower house and 
270 in a new upper house. 

Voters in the North African 
country last vear over- 

m * 

wheiniingly approved a con- 
stitutional referendum to 
create two houses, to replace 
the single 333-seat existing 
parliament. 

Mohammad El Khalifa 
spokesman for the old-guard 
lstiqlal Party which is pan of 
the four-party Koutla oppo- 
sition bloc, said on Monday 
that his parry voted for the 


change although two 
amendments it wanted were 
also rejected. 

He said the group had pro- 
posed that indelible ink be 
used to murk voters' hands 
mi they could not vote twice, 
and party symbols should be 
adopted instead of colours 
on voting papers. 

He also deplored the rejec- 
tion of the Koutla proposal 
for a twt>- round election for 
the upper house. 

The lower house, to be 
called the chamber of repre- 
sentatives. will be elected 
directly, while the new upper 
house, the chamber of coun- 
sellors. will he indirectly 
eleeted- 

Local councils will elect 

60 per cent of the seats in the 

upper house. Professional 

bodies such as the chambers 

of agriculture, and of rrade 

and industrv. will decide the 
■ 

remainder. 

The upper house will have 
power to force a non-confi- 
dence vote in the govern- 
ment. Officials say it will 
also help ensure develop- 
ment in rural areas, home to 
50 per cent of Morocco’s 27 
million people. 


Iran’s Khatami likely to lose one cabinet nominee 


TEHRAN <R) — Iran's 
president Mohammad 
Khatami is expected to lose 
at least one of his cabinet 
nominees in a parliamentary 
voting process thai starts 
Tuesday. Iranian newspapers 
and analysts said Monday. 

But despite the possible 
loss of critical ministers in 
key domestic portfolios, the 
54-year-old moderate cleric 
will emerge with the majori- 
ty of his cabinet intact and 
his mandate for ehanse 


undamaged, the analysts 
said. 

His next task after com- 
pleting his cabinet will be to 
begin preparations to draw 
up the next budget which 
will also have to be 
approved by parliament. 

Revenues are already 
falling behind government 
forecasts because of a down- 
turn in world oil prices, and 
the economy remains rucked 
by double-digit inflation and 
unemployment. 


Mr. Khatami's contest with 
parliament over his cabinet 
appointments is expected to 
last at least through Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Parliament, 
which starts iLs summer 
break on August 22. is 
expected to spend five hours 
on the issue Tuesday. 

m 

A newspaper Monday said 
Mr. Khatami would circum- 
vent rejection of some candi- 
dates by appointing them as 
vice presidents who would 
become de facto in charge of 


the ministries and would not 
need parliament approval. 

"If any of president Mr. 
Khatami’s proposed minis- 
ters are rejected by the majlis 
l parliament!, the president 
will then appoint the rejected 
minister, or ministers, as 
vice president." the Iran 
News said in its Monday 
editorial. 

Mr. Khatami has said that 
vice presidents are members 
of the cabinet in addition to 
the 22 portfolios, and ana- 


lysts said it was likely he 
would also appoint vice 
presidents for youth affairs 
and women's issues. 

At least some of the 22 
proposed ministers are 
expected to present their 
programmes in person to the 
parliament, although an 
appearance by Mr. Khatami 
is said to be unlikely. He has 
said he would respect the 
decision of parliament and 
has a list of alternatives for 
cabinet posLs. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Square One TV 

15 JO Dog House 

15:35 French Programmes j 

16:00 Album Show 1 

18:10 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19 JO News Headlines 

19 J5 Coach 

20:00 .Tilt 

20 JO Encounter 

21:10 Doc. — Nature of Things 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Wrest Beach 

23:15 Mini-series 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:34 Fajr 

05:57 (Sunrisei Duha 

12:39 Dhuhr 

16:81 - Asr 

19:21 Maghreb 

20:45 "Isha 


061757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


northerly moderate to active and 
seas calm. 


Amman 17/28 

Aqaba .24/35 

Deserts 15/31 

Jordan Valley 23/36 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’qoubAI Khadb 991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 34 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 50 per 
cent. Aqaba 41 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 

Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin .’supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteomlnfjy 
Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with clouds 
appearing at low altitudes and 
winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 


NIGHT Dim’ 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas AJ Hakim ...... .885446 

Dc Arafat AI Ashhab ... 602507 
Dr. Ayman AJ Mautaseb ..875748 

Dr. Jamal Jfbarah 847351 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .... ..644945 

S hmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 


IRBED: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


Food Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7I0I 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints _ 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Televirion 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 


Jordan Electricity Authority 

’ 815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussem Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Kiialidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J, Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... .60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664lt>4/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajiecn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka .89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The .Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery 865 1 99 


Zarqa National Hospital 

1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
.Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

1RBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 


13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

1 4 JO Dubai (EK) 

16:40 Ktnabul tTK) 

18:05 Kiev (610 

21J0 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 Aden (I Yi 

23 J5 i.Lamaca fC^ ) 

23:45 Amsterdam ) KL > 

tit 655 Bucharest (RO) 

01 :25 Jakarta t G A > 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

04:25 London (BA) 


13:10 

13:15 

14:05 

14:05 

21:25 

21:4U 

21:45 

22:00 

22:25 

02:25 


-....Paris (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ > 
Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


Madrid (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


Royal Wings |RW) Flights 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ ) Flights 

08:05 Sanaa ( RJ I 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 ..Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain (RJ) 

10J5 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17J0 — London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:30 Chicago. Amsierdum (RJ ) 
01 JO Madrid (RJ) 


08:45 

10:05 

10:50 

(RW) 

18:20 

(RW) 

19:30 

22:20 

23:50 

(RW) 


Aqaba (RW) 

...Amman (QA1A) iRW j 
Amman (Marka Airport) 


.Tel Aviv 


.... Amman (QAlAWRW) 

Aqaba (RW i 

Amman (Marka Airport) 


Other 
04 JO 
10:00 
17:40 
19:05 
20:15 
22:50 
23:50 
01:55 
02:25 
02 JO. 
04:00 
04:00 


Flights 

Riyadh (SV) 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Kiev <6U) 

— Dubai (EK) 

„..Tel Avjv(LY) 

_.Aden(IY) 

Bucharest (ROj 

-London (G A) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA1 

Rome (AZ) 


DEPARTURES 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983313 


Other Flights 

09:00 Cain* (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ ) 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

1«;15 —Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Tnmnin (RJ) 

12:25 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ ) 
13=00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RWj 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) 

10=30 ....Amman (QAlA)fRWl 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:55 -.Tel Aviv (RW) 

21 JO .-.Amman (QA1A) (RW) 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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ia-21 project hosts media workshop i ft Amal Cancer Centre bemoans lack of patients 

Mango . Therefore, the United Nations Devtl- "Bsiie-Iini* n»nr»r1s. .uiH the nnendu :tix I JT 


.v By Himjj-Lara Mango 

Special 'll the Jardtinlimt* 

* “ | ' — - *■ «. ■ ^ aa > 

► . . 

A MMAN. r~ The Agenda^! project- 

hosted" a onc^day media workshop 

Monday iq order ip introduce its objec- 

tivesanrf highlight sustainable deseiop- 

nwat^iM^s. . ■ , . 

" We~hc$>e that sustainable develop- : 
mens uriH became pail of our- dully •' 
vocabulary ” Agcnda-2.t Project Manag- 
er Div _ Riyad Musa mai niai nett . Tbe V 
rncdili ^ in imponaiit loot in spreading ' 
■susnanahtc fkr&kspme&t aswareness.” - 

HedewrTbed-su.yairia^ development, 
a-v utifisidg npfwraf and human r esou rc es 
in p .diet such might last for it 
lerigitoy period.- . 

Agenda I stems CrpnTihe -1992 Rio 
CarA ^oirmjit whcise “aim was to find ' 
iui cqaiwWe balance between the eco- . 
nomica social /and. environment needs - 
of pi^enr ai^Tmure^oeraliojTs uhije 
focusing . ret sustainable development." ' 
Dr Musa siaifid. 


Therefore, the United Notions Devel- 
opment Programme (UNDP) launched 
Agenda -21 in Jordan, in cooperation 
-with; the General Corporation for Envi- 
ronmental. Protection tGCEP). in !*>%. 

. Agenda-21 is a national project incor- 
porating both official and nun-govcm* 
mcnlaJ oiganisations (NGOs) in ail 
fields relating to sustainable develop- 
incnt. 

“[The project is directed towards | 
forming a nuiionaJ policy for sustainable 
development in Jordan for tiw next ecn- 
tuiy,~ said GCEP acting General Direc- 
tor Fans Junaidi. 

According to Dr. Musa, six task forces 
have been formed to encourage sustain- 
able development in Jordan. The work- 
shop fell within" the awareness, media, 
.education, and information category. 

Other task forces, he said, include the 
sustainable management of natural 
resources and energy, environmental 
management, pollution control and pub- 
lic health. 


"Base-line reports and the agenda are 
in die process of being finalised.'’ Dr. 
Musa explained. "Work has been divid- 
ed amongst task forces. These work in 
all areas of sustainable development 
ranging from natural resources to public 
health.” 

Agcnda-2 1 targets women as impor- 
tant agents in sustainable development. 

This project defines women as man- 
agers of the environment and. as such 
they influence society. Dr. Musa assert- 
ed. 

"National experts are preparing the 
country’s priorities for the coming cen- 
tury,” he added. 

Currently. Agenda-21 is embarking on 
an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(ElAt system for Jordan. 

“Jordon does not currently hold its 
own El A system. buL employs donor 
systems from USAID, and the World 
Bank," Dr. Musu said. “This is another 
method of sustainable development.” 



arrest 


By Rana Hosseini 

Jordan Twits Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police Monday announced 
the arrest of six women on allegations of 
"W-i lulling individuals in Zarqa, an offi- 
cial source said. 

The official source slated that the 
women, whom he declined to identify, 
were also running several brothels in 
Zjrqa. 

He said that several individuals com- 
plained to police that these women 
would lure them to houses, then Meal 
valuable belongings. 

"Based on this information, police pul 


several suspected women under surveil- 
lance. and apprehended them in a broth- 
el which belonged to one of the women 
in Zarqu ” the source said. 

He said that all six women were trans- 
ferred to the Zarqa criminal prosecutor 
for further investigation. 

Also in Zarqu, police confirmed that 
they apprehended a 20-year old man 
who. Monday morning, struck and 
killed a woman on the Zarqa highway. 

Layla Abdul Ruhman, 44, was struck 
by a vehicle while crossing a highway 
and instantly killed, a police official 
said. 

He told the Jordan Times Monday that 


the suspect, Amjad Mohammad, was 
apprehended shortly following the acci- 
dent. 

"Mr. Mohammad called us from his 
mobile phone to inform us that he had 
hit the woman and he turned himself 
in,” the police official said. 

In Mudahu. a 25-year-old Egyptian 
national drowned in a water reservoir at 
a farm in the Zeyiouneh area, according 
to Civil Defence Department (CDDi 
reports. 

The victim. Malek Thubei Mahmoud, 
accidentally fell in the reservoir and 
drowned, the reports said. 


Ministry awards JD 500,000 contract for 

■ 

preparation of water network designs 


AMMAN (J.T.l — The Min- 
istry of Water amt Irrigation 
Monday awarded the Jordanian 
Sigma Consultancy Firm and 
the German Lahnrir Firm a 3D 
5ff0,(XK> contract to prepare 
final designs and tender docu- . 
menu for the construction of 
water networks in Amman's 13 . 
water distribution districts, 

The agreement stipulates that 
i he two consultancy firms subr 
mil the required documents 
within eight months, thereby 
facilitating die" tender's 
announcement and subsequent 
commencement of . actual 
labour. 

The project is based on a S 1 .5 
million study, prepared by Ger- 
man experts and financed by 
the German government, which 
was submined last June to Min- 
ister of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin. 


The minister has stated that 
rehabilitation of water net- 
works is of great priority as not 
all pumped water Is actually 
delivered, due to leaky pipes. 

He also affirmed that the 
ministry will replace water net- 
works throughout the Kingdom 

at the estimated cost of JD 20(1 

■ ■ 

million. 

According to Dr. Haddadin. 
Water Authority Secretory 
General Munther Khleifat 
signed the contract as did rep- 
resentatives of the two consul- 
tancy firms. 

According to the minister, the 
project will cover Qweismeh, 
Abu Alanda, Dabouk. Khilda, 
Shafa Badran, Um A1 Shujcirat 
mid Abu Nuseir in Amman's 
suburbs, as well Jabol Amman, 
Jabal Weibdeh. Jabol Hussein 
and Jabal Nuzha in the capital. 

The project is financed 



Water Authority Secretary General Munther Khleifat and repre- 
sentatives of the Jordanian Sigma Consultancy Firm and the 
German Lahmlr Firm sign water network contract (Petra photo) 


through a loan from the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank, he 
affirmed. 

Also Monday, the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation and the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
signed a contract with the 
National Electric Power Com- 
pany (JEPCO) to construct u 


42-kilometre cable to supply 
electricity to areas on the Dead 
Sea's eastern coast at the pro- 
posed cost of JD 8.5 million. 

JVA Secretary General 
Du re id Mahasneh and JEPCO 
Director Genera! Mohammad 
Said Arafeh signed the con- 
tract. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ■ The government must assist A1 Amal 
Cancer Centre in offering cancer therapies and cease refer- 
ring patients for treatment abroad. Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Mamser stated Monday. 

He said that government departments and public hospitals 
have heretofore referred no cancer patients to the centre, and 
have instead directed these for treatment abroad. 

Other patients. Dr. Mamser said, have been interned in pri- 
vate hospitals for treatment. 

Medicine and drugs found at the centre arc nearing ihcir 
expiry dates, and the centre is lacking funds to pay staff 
salaries and other expenses such as water and electricity, the 
minister told the Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

According to Dr. Mamser, a group of economists and 
physicians have established a charitable organisation, enti- 
tled A1 Shifaa Amal Society, designed to direct the centre. 

The Ministry of Social Development has officially desig- 
nared the society's 80-mcmber founding assembly and 15- 
member board of trustees as a charitable society that the 
group might assume ownership of the centre, he explained. 

AI Amal Cancer Centre cannot simply be run In' a charita- 
ble society as such a task requires specialised technical skills 
as well as procedural and administrative work. Dr. Mamser 


maintained. 

He suggested that a national non-profit organisation be cre- 
ated precisely for such .i i:isk. ami that ihe government cnacl 
special legislation for ihe organisational sphere of the centre, 
whose annual operational costs are eurreniK estimated at JD 
It) million. 

AI Amal Cancer Centre is presently run h\ a task force, 
headed h\ General Union of Volunteer Societies tGL'VSl 
President Dr. Abdullah Khalih. 

Dr. Khatih previously estimated that 5.t Mio to 4.1 XXI cancer 
patients are diagnosed annually in Jordan. 

AI Amal Cancer Centre's 120 bed in-patient lucililv is 
equipped lor highly-udv a need therapies such js hone marrow 
transplants and adult and paediatric chemotherapy 

The centre includes outpatient clinics, radio-diagnostic, 
radio-therupv ami nuclear medicine depart men is. 

Doctors and nurses working therein have acquired spe- 
cialised training in the United States. 

If no patients are referred b\ public and pmuie health 
organisations to AI Antal Cancer Centre, the lacililv could be 
transformed into a general hospital, as its present task force 
is unable tv* raise funds u* cover the centre's operational 
costs. Dr. Mamser admonished. 


U.S. congressional delegation arrives in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A U.S. congression- 
al delegation, headed by Representative 
Benjamin A. Gilman, arrived in 
Amman yesterday on a two-day visit to 
Jordan as a part of a regional tour, 
according to a U.S. embassy statement 
Monday. 

Mr. Gilman is chairman of the House 
(of Representatives) International Rela- 


tions Committee and member of the 
House Committee on Government 
Reform and Oversight, the statement 
said. 

: During his visit. Mr. Gilman and his 
delegation are scheduled to meet with 
senior Jordanian government officials. 

Mr. Gilman’s accompanying delega- 
tion includes Gary Ackerman, member 


of the House International Relation*. 
Committee: Elmi Engel, member of the 
House Committee on Commerce: 
Aleee L. Hastings, member ol the 
House Intemulionai Relations Commit- 
tee and the Committee on Science: and 
Em Facloniav acg... member of the 
House International Relations Commit- 
tee and the Committee on Resources. 


UNDP grants $200,900 for environmental projects 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United Nations 
Development Programme tUNDPt 
Monday awarded approximately 
$200,900 to five non-govemmemaJ 
organisations (NGOs) to implement dif- 
ferent projects designed to support local 
communities in tackling a range of envi- 
ronmental issues. 

The award comes under the Small 
Grant Programme, which advocates a 
grassroots and innovative approach in 
protecting the ecosystem, and is 
financed by the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF). according to a UNDP 
statement. 

"We are proud to see Lbs five organisa- 
tions working very ciosely with ordinary 
Jordanians... there are projects for men. 
women and young people who are all 
[ensuring the] preservation of natural 
resources.” said UNDP Resident Repre- 
sentative Jorgen Lissner. 

As part of the Small Grams Pro- 
gramme’s efforts to encourage the par- 
ticipation of women in preserving the' 
environment, the Cooperative Rural 
Women’s Society in Deir Alia was 
named as one of the recipients. 

The society's project will teach low- 
income women farmers to reduce the use 
of toxic chemicals and avoid land degra- 
dation, through integrated pest manage- 
ment techniques, the statement said 


The project, which is al«» supported by 
the German Agency for Technical Cuop- 
eraiion 1 GTZ 1 . will he used as a model 
for farmers in other parts of the country, 
it added. 

“Women tend to be more involved and 
concerned with the environment as thev 

P 

are responsible for Mime of the daily 
activities which cither harm or strength- 
en it.” according to Mr. Li.ssncr. 

The Jordanian Forum for hnv iron men t 
and Population Culture is one of ihe ben- 
eficiaries which will use the award to 
increase awareness of environmental 
conservation and cco-tourisin h\ or can- 

P 

ising summer camps, school visits and 
youth workshops in Madaba. 

Another recipient is the Friends ot 
Environment (FOE) which group will 
use the gram to implement a national 
environmental awareness campaign in 
schools and establish a network for dia- 
logue between students through the 
Internet, according to the statement. 

"It is clear that the high degree of envi- 
ronmental awareness in many countries 
is found among young children, there- 
fore one of the projects is intended to 
create environmental awareness pro- 
grammes for schoolchildren.” Mr. Liss- 
ner affirmed. 

The Intermediate Technology Work 
Group for the Wadi Faynan Project w ill 
use the GEF gram to promote ccn- 
tourism by improving the infrastructure 
of a campsite in Wadi Fuynon. an archae- 


ological cm inmiiiciiMl .uc.i south ol the 
Dead Sea. the statement said. 

It added ih.it the project will employ 
environmentally friendly technology 
such .is the use ol solar powei tor eucigy 
generation 

The Jordanian Society lor Desertifica- 
tion Control and Radia Development i- 
another beneficiary which o planning io 
traiislomi f 5* * dtmiiiiis ol barren land 
northeast ol Amman into a national park 

According to the statement, the trees 
* 

planted in this pjrk w ill help protect bio- 
diversity. si if i structure and have positive 
impact on the climatological status of the 
desert and semi-arid regions in Jordan. 

Since the GhF was launched m the 
|fiti2 Rtu haith Summit, it has alhvaied 
S5(X).(XH) |o 12 difiereni Jordanian 
NO )s. Mr. Lissner affirmed. 

He added dial this gram money "is the 
second - tranche i awarded- to* Jordanian 
NGOst. Women and youth arc very 
important groups lor this programme, 
and we led that this programme has a 
future in Jordan and we arc working hard 
(o get the third tranche.” 

The GEF Small Grants Programme, 
managed by UNDP in various countries, 
gives priority to initiatives which 
address critical environmental threats m 
areas o] climate chance, hiodiversitv. 

ib m 

desertification, land degradation and 
international waters, the statement said. 
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Bahraini weavers visit Jordan to compare styles , tradition of the craft 
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MANAMA (J.T.) — Five Bahraini 
women are to leave next Sunday for an 
eight-day trip to Jordan in order to 
compare wool-weaving projects in the 
Hashemite Kingdom with similar work 
in Bahrain. 

The women will be afforded the 
opportunity to visit various areas in 
Jordan where weavings are accom- 
plished. 

Although wool weaving is a relative- 
ly new handicraft on the island, under- 
taken by two dozen women in Diraz, a 
long tradition exists among bedouin 
tribes in Jordan and others in the soci- 
ety to weave in the country’s tradition- 
al red and green colours. 

However, over the years, Jordanian 
women have been increasingly explor- 
ing modern designs and new avenues 
for their -handiwork. 

The five Bahraini women weavers, 
accompanied by a Craft Centre staff 
member, will be able to observe wool 
weaving first-hand, as practised in Jor- 
dan. compare new styles and discuss 
common dilemmas related thereto. 

This month's trip came subsequent to 
a “Made in Bahrain” exhibition in 
A mman, two months ago. 

The visit comes under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

During the exhibition. Director of 
Bahrain’s Craft Centre Aisha Mattar, 
discussed the value of joining Bahraini 
weavers with their counterparts in Jor- 
dan. 

“Weaving isn’t actually a traditional 
craft in Bahrain, as customarily lamb’s 
wool was merely burned after slaugh- 
ter,” Ms. Mattar explained. 

Two dozen women in Diraz, in west- 
ern Bahrain, form part of a wool-weav- 
ing group under the supervision of the 
Craft Centre. 

Begun as an experiment six years 
ago with 1 6 young women, the project 
now boasts its own workshop in Diraz. 

Variations Ln Bahraini sheep colours 
provide 18 identifiable ■ natural hues, 
which are then spun and woven by the 
Diraz women to produce products 

boasting varying shades. 

These products range from cushions, 
yam and tapestries to rugs which can 


measure up to two by six metres. 

Natural dyes are sometimes used. 

Wall hangings have also been woven 
to order for a United Nations agency in 
Austria, and during last year’s visit of 
the Bahraini-British Friendship Soci- 
ety. 

The income generated from this pro- 
ject is paid to the workers, to ensure a 
set standard of quality for their prod- 
ucts, and a small percentage is allocat- 
ed to cover the upkeep of the weaving 
workshop. 

The products are then supplied for 
sale to die Craft Centre, which is 
entirely managed by Bahraini women 
and located in Bahrain's first technical 
school, built more than sixty years ago. 

Sample pieces are selected to be put 
on display in the gallery, an attractive 
showroom, to demonstrate the Craft 
Centre’s full range of handiwork — 
from palm paper. Arabic calligraphy 
and stained gloss to gypsum, pottery, 
wood and iron products. 

Ms. Manor estimates that 600 to 800 
wool products are produced annually, 
with “a good year” providing up to a 
thousand articles. 

Though some Bahrainis appreciate 
the wool products, most articles are 
bought by visitors to the island. 

“Some days, wool sales are slow, 
particularly during the summer, but. 
suddenly, we might sell BD 1.000 
worth of wool crafts in one day,” Ms. 
Mattar explained. Tastes definitely 
differ." 

“Customers who truly appreciate 
handmade wares will snap them up as 
[the rugs are] considered unique and 
definitely not a machine-made prod- 
uct,” she added. 

Earlier this decade, the former Min- 
istry of Development and Industry was 
looking for projects to provide young 
Bahraini women with income and 
encourage confidence and self-respect 
for their abilities. 

The wool-weaving project was one 
of a dozen handicrafts that evolved 
from their research. 

“In the past, all societies placed 
importance on working with their 
hands to fulfil [communal] needs,” 


Ms. Mattar stated. “With the changes 
brought about by industrialisation, the 
significance of manual crafts was 
devalued, to the extent that [engage- 
ment in such] wasn't considered 
respectable.” 

“With the discovery of oil and the 
rush towards modernisation, Bahrain 
hasn't been spared from marginalising 
its village craft industries," she assert- 
ed. “But an important part of our work 
is to help change these attitudes and 
perceptions among the villagers and 
the society in general, place greater 
value on handicrafts, upgrade stan- 
dards, in the eyes of the artisans anti 
the potential market, and open new 
avenues for Bahraini crafts.” 

Ms. Mattar expressed her wish that 
Bahrain be recognised, both regional- 
ly and internationally, for certain 
crafts. 

“If you look at handicrafts from other 
regions of the world, the expert eye can 
detect its origins,” she stated. “So it 
should be with Bahraini products, 
[they must retain] a distinctiveness to. 
their style.” ; 

When a reporter argued for adhering i 
to certain traditional designs,' Ms. Mat- 
tar responded that one “cannot [forev- 
er] depend on rigidly maintaining 
forms and styles used for generations.” 

“Our artisans must modernise and 
find a contemporary expression for 
their craft to both maintain that which 
is classic yet enter onto [unexplored] 
horizons in its design,” she asserted. 

Encounters in Jordan will help edu- 
cate the weaving group, through meefc 
ings with their peers and tbe mainte- 
nance of high standards. 

Some young women who have com- 
pleted their secondary education have 
not been involved in any kind of pro- 
ject since their graduation. Therefore, a 
project such as wool weaving is direct- 
ed towards a renewed learning. 

“We’ve noticed that women are 
much harder workers than men in 
handicrafts,” Ms. Mattar attested. 
They have more of a commitment to 
the work they’re doing.” 

When societal or familial pressures 
force some women to abandon their 



Example of a traditional Jordanian woven rug (file photo) 


handiwork, jobs ore usually relin- 
quished with a great deal of reluctance, 
she said. 

“They don't say they're quirting.” 
Ms. Mattar stated. "They say they're 
taking a break, as they really wish to 
return once they've sorted out their 
domestic problems." 

Apart from wool weaving, the 
Gallery will exhibit embroidery for 
one week, beginning Oct. 22. 

Embroidery is one of Bahrain's most 
revered crafts and, in the past, tradi- 
tional apparel was comprised exclu- 
sively of such. 

The October show will also exhibit 
other kinds of needlework from the 
hands of 1 1 women from Muhurraq. 


Two supervisors will attend a semi- 
nar in Jordan, in November on small 
project management, in a study sup- 
ported by the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP). 

Craft Centre personnel participating 
in this seminar currently head paper 
and embroidery workshops. 

Also in November, an exhibit of 
stained-glass wares will be displayed 
for u week in the Gallerv. 


This article ir us reprinted front the 
Bahrain Tribune. Monday. August IR. 
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4 World News 

Bosnian Serb president 
vows to seek early election 


BANJA LUKA l Rj — Bos- 
nian Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic vowed Monday to 
press for early parliamen- 
tary elections in October 
despite an adverse court rul- 
ing last week. 

She also pledged to cany- 
on fighting against what she 
called hardliners' “terror" in 
Serb-controlled areas. 

“We will continue on the 
road towards early parlia- 
mentary elections scheduled 
for October 12 regardless of 
the Constitutional Court 
decision," she told reporters 
at a news conference in the 
nonhem Bosnian town of' 
Banja Luka. i 

The Bosnian Serb Consti- 
tutional Court ruled Friday 
against Ms. Plavsic's deci- 
sion to disband parliament 
and call early elections as 
unconstitutional. The court 
hud come under pressure 
from government national- 
ist hardliners loyal to Ms. 
Plavsic's predecessor, indic- 
ted war criminal Radovan 
Karadzic. 

“I say they (the court rul- 
ings) ore not binding forme 
and 1 will continue to strug- 
gle for the establishment of 
rhe rule of law" Ms. Plavsic 
,uid. 

The court decision was 
also condemned by Western 


powers especially after 
reports that severe pressure 
was brought to bear on the 
judges, one of whom was 
badly beaten. 

“Challenges are so grear 
and they inspire me to con- 
tinue to fight with even 
more strength against the 
largest and worst evil, 
against terror which pre- 
vents people from saying 
what they think" Ms. Plav- 
sic said. 

■They want to make (Bos- 
nian Serb) Republika Srps- 
ka a state ruled by an oli- 
garchy. This type of "de- 
mocracy” is known only in 
totalitarian regimes such as 
Communism turd Fascism ” 
she said, referring to Mr. 
Karadzic's loyalists. 

Her comments seemed 
bound to ratchet up tensions 
in the Bosnian Serb repub- 
lic. Feelings were already 
running high after her 
police took over a police 
station I at the weekend, 
prompting NATO to inter- 
vene and prevent a possible 
clash between rival forces. 

British soldiers in Spartan 
armoured vehicles and two 
platoons of Royal Military 
Police stood guard outside a 
police station early Monday 
morning after it was seized 
by special police units loyal 


to Ms. Plavsic. 

About 50 special police- 
men entered the building 
before dawn Sunday be- 
cause they said hardliners 
opposed to Ms. Plavsic were 

using it to tap the president's 
telephones and faxes. 

Hardline nationalists later 
asked for permission to 
send in their own special 
police to counter the action. 
The NATO-led peace 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 
denied the request. 

SFOR then- ordered the 
British troops in to defuse 
tensions and international 
police monitors launched an 
investigation into the elec- 
tronic surveillance charges. 

SFOR spokesman Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mike Wright 
said that Ms. Plavsic's po- 
lice eventually agreed to 
withdraw from the building 
under the protection of 
British troops. 

Col. Wright said all Ms. 
Plavjsic's special police left 
the building overnight un- 
der 'British escort without 
incident. He said it went 
“absolutely smoothly.” 

SFOR said the action by 
Ms., Plavsic's forces violat- 
ed hew guidelines for spe- 
cial (police handed down by 
NATO this month. 

The police action reflect- 


ed mounting Tensions in 
Bosnia's Serb territory 
where Plavsic supporters 
are waging a battle for 
power against Karadzic's 
loyalists. 

Western officials say Ms. 
Plavsic has been aware for 
some time that her office 
was under surveillance from 
her rivals. Her police con- 
ducted a sudden search of 
the main hotel in. Banja 
Luka last month looking for 
bugging devices. 

Denying prior knowledge 
of the Sunday action by the 
police loyal to her. Ms. 
Plavsic said she had numer- , 
ous written documents and 
tapes to prove the surveil- 
lance. Documents were dis- 
tributed to reporters and 
tapes were shown at 
Monday’s news conference. 

Western governments 
have thrown their weight 
behind Ms. Plavsic because 
they say she has shown will- 
ingness to abide by the 
country's peace agreement. 

fn addition to Ms. Plavsic, 
state security allegedly 
tapped the phones of Cons- 
titutional Court judges Raj- 
ko Kuzmanovic and Jovo 
Rosie, the judge who was 
beaten, and several hundred 
other prominent citizens of 
Banja Luka. ■ 


is reportedly held In Zagreb 


ZAGREB (Ri — Croatia is 
holding a Bosnian Croat 
indicted for war crimes and 
may hand him over to the 
international tribunal in The 
Hague, a judge at the Zag- 
reb county court told 
Reuters Monday. 

T know that one ( Bosnian 
Croat) is here but 1 cannot 
give you the name or any- 
thing else.” rhe judge said. 

He said there were still 
legal proceedings to go 
through before the man 
could be transferred to the 
Hague. 

A human rights monitor 
said at the weekend that 
Croatia was holding at least 
one of the six men who have 


been indicted in the Hague 
for war crimes committed in 
1993 in the village of 
Ahmici in central Bosnia. 

But the most wanted of 
the suspects. Dario Kordic. 
who was a high-ranking po- 
litician in Croat-controlled 
Bosnia, was not among 
them, the monitor said. 

The Hague indictment 
against Kordic and five oth- 
ers describes attacks on 
hundreds of Bosnian Mus- 
lim houses in villages in the 
Lasva valley area of central 
Bosnia. 

The United Nations in 
Zagreb said they had not 
been informed that an 
indicted suspect was cur- 


rently in custody. 

Speculation is mounting 
throughout the former 
Yugoslavia that indicted 
suspects may be forced to 
surrender to the Hague or 
may choose ro hand them- 
selves over as international 
pressure intensifies to get 
the parties to comply with 
peace agreements. 

Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic told his German 
counterpart Klaus Kinkel in 
Frankfurt Saturday that the 
so-called “Vitez Group' of 
seven indicted Bosnian 
Croats were ready to give 
themselves up to the tri- 
bunal if they were assured 
of a quick trial. 


Sinn Fein on course to enter 
talks as IRA ceasefire holds 


Bosnian Croat war crimes suspect | Mexico 

shocked 

by wave 
of killings 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
murder of the brother of the 
nation’s finance minister 
has again shocked crime- 
weary Mexicans, many of 
whom suspect the killing 
late Saturday was more than 
a simple robbery attempt. 

Alejandro Ortiz Martinez, 
brother of Mexico's Fi- 
nance Minister Guillermo 
Ortiz, died after being shot 
as he stepped out of his late 
model Mercedes Benz in 
the posh Lomas De Chapu- 
Itepec neighbourhood of 
Mexico City. 

Police immediately said 
the crime was a robbery 
attempt, but some observers 
said it looked more like a 
straight-out murder, with 
the gunmen fleeing without 
stealing the car. 

The 55-year-old bank 
official, who had a doctor- 
ate in economics from the 
University of Georgetown, 
died almost immediately 
afterwards in a military hos- 
pital. 

At a news conference 
Sunday, a director general 
of the Attorney-General’s 
Office. Jorge Pena Sando- 
val, said the victim was 
killed by two gunmen as a 
third person waited in a get- 
away car. 

“The Attorney-General's 
Office ... considers that the 
motive for the murder of 
Alejandro Ortiz Martinez 
was robbery with violence,” 
Pena Sandoval said, adding 
that the fact the gunmen left 
without stealing anything 
was explainable by the fact 
they had just killed some- 
one. 

The killing was the latest 
in a bloody week in the 
chaotic capital. 

Three youths were 
gunned down in a car late in 
the week in what appeared 
to be a revenge killing. 

On Saturday, a govern- 
ment budget director, Joige 
Banuelos Orta. 51. was 
clubbed to death and stuffed 
into the trunk of his own 
car. 

While armed robberies 
are a daily occurrence in the 
chaotic capita] of Mexico, 
residents almost always sus- 
pect the worst. 

“fn Mexico we have these 
kinds of things. Maybe it 
(the killing of Ortiz Marti- 
nez) was a revenge killing." 
speculated one Mexico City 
taxi driver. 

“Was it a murder? A rob- 
bery attempt? A kidnapping 
attempt? What were die 
motives of this condem- 
nable incident” wrote co- 
lumnist F. Bartolome in the 
Reforma newspaper Sun- 
day. 


LONDON (AFP) — In the 
run-up to round-table talks 
on the future of Northern 
Ireland in September, the 
omens are good that the 
ceasefire declared a month 
ago by the Irish Republican 
Army will hold. 

Northern Ireland's moder- 
ate Ulster Unionist Party 
(UliP) Sunday announced it 
would hold talks with the 
head of the Irish Catholic 
Church. Archbishop Sean 
Brady, within three weeks. 

Face-to-face talks between 
UUP leader David Trimble 
and Bishop Brady at his 
official residence in Armagh 
would constitute an absolute 
first, as well as an addition- 
al bridge between the two 
communities. 

Over the past months, 
there have been several first 
of this kind, highly signifi- 
cant for the troubled pro- 
vince. 

They include last Tues- 
day's live television debate 
between UUP leader. Ken 
Maginnis and Martin 
McGuinness. chief negotia- 
tor of Sinn Fein, the IRA’s 
political wing. 

Admittedly, the historic 
head-to-head encounter de- 
monstrated the gulf between 
the two camps, but speakers 
remained civil towards each 


other, lending weight to the 
idea of a normalisation of 
political relationships in 
northern Ireland. 

On the ground, the dec- 
rease in military tension, 
already registered during 
the I9W-96 ceasefire, is 
again palpable, and this time 
has taken hold more quickly. 
Police and army patrols have 
been scaled down, road 
blocks lifted and soldiers 
have swapped their helmets 
for berets. 

But the most significant 
difference with the previous 
cessation is the total absence 
of IRA activity, which is 
unprecedented in the history 
of the organisation's 28- 
year-old campaign of vio- 
lence for a united Ireland. 

No surveillance opera- 
tions. no training and almost 
no punishment shootings 
have been reported. 

The Republicans' restraint 
is all the more remarkable in 
that, according to nationalist 
sources, the IRA’s hand core 
was more reluctant to call a 
second ceasefire in the light 
of the failure of the first one. 

“So far. so good.” Nor- 
thern Ireland Minister of 
State Paul Muiphy com- 
mented. suggesting that 
providing the situation re- 
mains calm, rhe ceasefire 


will be declared genuine and 
Sinn Fein will for the first 
time gain admission to the 
talks when they begin on 
Sept. 15. 

However, the UUP, has not 
yet confirmed whether it will 
join the negotiations because 
it is dissatisfied with Anglo- 
Irish guarantees over IRA 
disarmament. 

The party, taken by sur- 
prise by the IRA ceasefire 
which took effect on July 20, 
said it is currently sounding 
out opinion. 

A significant number of 
the moderate Unionist sup- 
porters. notably among eco- 
nomic circles and religious 
leaders, are believed to sup- 
port talks, and commentators 
consider it increasingly 
unlikely that the UUP will 
boycott talks and incur the 
blame for blocking the peace 
process. 

To extend the period of 
testing the IRA's good faith, 
the party could opt for con- 
ditional participation or indi- 
rect talks. 

The question remains of 
whether all these favourable 
signs will enable a political 
compromise to be clinched 
between now and May 1998. 
the deadline fixed by 
London. 


10 Muslim rebels killed in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR (AFP) — At least 10 Muslim 
separatist rebels were killed in a series of 
clashes in the disputed Indian frontier state 
of Kashmir, police claimed Monday. 

They said six militants, including Three 
foreign nationals, died while trying to infil- 
trate Indian-administered Kashmir from 
Pakistan in the northern district of Kup- 
wara. some 100 kilometres north of here. 

The sovereignty of Kashmir is disputed 
by India and Pakistan. Indian Kashmir 
makes up two-thirds of the territory, while 
Pakistan administers the remainder. 

A Muslim insurgency in Indian-adminis- 
tered Kashmir has claimed more than 
20.000 lives since 1989. New Delhi accuses 


Islamabad of covertly backing the rebellion. 

“A group of milirams were trying to infil- 
trate into India under cover of darkness last 
night, which led to the encounter. The oth- 
ers managed to escape" a police official 
said. 

He said police had recovered missile 
launchers, assault rifles and grenades from 
the dead militants. 

in another shoot-out late Sunday in the 
town of Safapora. some 55 kilometres north 
of Srinagar, two alleged foreign mercenar- 
ies were shot dead during a raid on their 
hide-out. The confrontation lasted six 
hours. 
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Buildings in a mountainous area in eastern Taipei are on the verge of collapse after strong winds and torrential rain 
brought by typhoon Winnie trigged landslides Monday. Winnie, the first typhoon to hit the island this year, caused, 
serious damage in north and northeastern Taiwan (Reuter photo) 
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5 dead as typhoon lashes Taiwan, heads for Shanghai P sin P ru 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Rescue 
workers dug through mud 
and rubble in northern 
Taiwan Monday when Ty- 
phoon Winnie lashed the 
island, killing at least five 
and injuring more than 20. 
before sweeping towards 
the southern Chinese city of 
Shanghai. 

Weathermen said the alert 
would not to be lifted before 
midnight when the typhoon 
was due to make landfall on 
the southern Chinese coast, 
after battering rhe southern 
Japanese island of Okinawa 
Sunday. 

Shanghai's municipal go- 
vernment has held an emer- 
gency meeting to discuss 
•how to deal with a looming 
Typhoon, expected to be the 
strongest to hit the region in 
90 years, news reports in the 
city said. 

The typhoon was due to 
make landfall at eastern 
Zhejiang province, south of 
Shanghai, later Monday, the 
Wenhui Bao daily and. 

Television reported police 
here saying that rescuers 
dug through tonnes of mud 
and rubble as the typhoon 
brought landslides and 
chaos to the island. The 
death roll was expected to 
increase, police said. 

One woman was killed 


and 17 injured when four 
buildings were seriously 
tilted by a landslide in 
Hsichih. Taipei county. 

Police said it was still noi 
clear how many people had 
been trapped but more than 
100 families had been evac- 
uated to safety. 

Access to the remote com- 
munity was made even 
more difficult by the prob- 
lem of getting transport out 

on the roads in the heuv\ 

■ 

rains and winds, police said. 

In the Taipei suburb of 
Tienmu. a family of veven 
were buried alive early 
Monday when their home 
collapsed on them. Two 
were pulled out of the mud 
and rocks, but the fate of the 
other five was unknown. 

“I heard a big bang, and 
then I found I was in the 
mud.” Lee Chih-Chien told 
the Taiwan Television En- 
terprise. But her sister Lee 
Chih-Chiu died as she was 
being rushed to a nearby 
hospital for emergency 
treatment. 

Rescue workers battled 
desperately to free the other 
five members of the family 
still buried in the rubble. 

Dozens of fire fighters and 
troops were mobilised to 
dig them out. but because 
the site is on a hillside, bull- 


dozers could not he used 
and the rescue work was 
progressing slowly. 

In Neihu. Iff kilometres 
outside central Taipei, res- 
cuers saved three people 
trapped in a basement by 
rising floodwaters. One died 
before heing admitted to 
hospital. 

Residents were caught 
unprepared as the fit* id wa- 
ters rose to two metres. 
"This area has ne\er been 
flooded before.” an un- 
named resident inld a local 
television. 

In eastern llan county, a 
man drowned in a river alter 
he went fishing despite 
weather warnings, and ano- 
ther man fell to his death 
from a buildinu. 

The storm forced the clo- 
sure of the stock market, 
hanks and schools, and all 
domestic flights were can- 
celled. Few shops and busi- 
nesses opened in the north- 
ern pan of the island. 

Power outages affected at 
least 68.000 households, 
and the state-run Taiwan 
Power Co., the sole power 
supplier on the island, had 
sent technicians to repair 
the damaged lines. 

In the northern port of 
Keelung. 17 fishing and 
leisure boats sank as high- 


tides whipping up waves 
three storys high battered 
the coast. 

By ntid-moming Monday 
the storm was 3IO kilome- 
tres northeast of Taipei. ;mJ 
nu»\ ing west-northwest at a 
speed of 14 kilometres per 
hour. 

The southern Chinese 
coastal city of Shanghai 
with its population of 14 
million people was batten- 
ing down preparing to take 
the brum. 

“The Typhoon is the 
strongest to hit Shanghai in 
40 years.” said ail official at 
the Shanghai Flood and 
Disaster Control Headquar- 
ters. who identified himself 
only as Hu. 

"Ill the past, ue had casu- 
alties but since we have 
improved preventive mea- 
sures. the only losses we 
suffer now are economic." 
he said. 

Meanwhile, air serv ices in 
other southern . Japanese 
islands remained paralysed 
Mondav after ’. the storm. 

or* • »" . •’! *i -i * i * 1 

officials said. 

in Okinawa, three children 
were killed in a fire from a 
candle that they were using 
when the lights went nut 
caused by the typhoon. At 
least four people were in- 
jured in Okinawa prefecture. 
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One year on, Belgium mourns paedophile victims 
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BRUSSELS (R) — Several 
hundred mourners and 
activists marched to a small 
Belgian village Sunday to 
mark the discovery there a 
year ago of the bodies of 
two young girls murdered in 
a paedophile affair that trau- 
matised the nation. 

The bodies of Julie 
Lejeune and Melissa Russo, 
both aged eight, were dug 
up a year ago today at a 
property owned by convict- 
ed child rapist Marc 

Dutroux in the southern 

■ 

Belgian village of Sars-La- 
Buissiere. 

Dutroux had earlier been 
arrested and charged with 
abducting two other young 
girls, who were later res- 
cued by police from a 
makeshift dungeon in one 
of Dutroux’s houses and 
found to have been sexually 
abused. 

He then led police to Che 
bodies of Julie and Melissa 
who had starved to death 
nine months after being 
snatched from near their 
homes in eastern Belgium. 

Dutroux later told police 
where to find the buried 
bodies of Ane Marchal and 


Eefje Lambrecks, two 
teenagers who had disap- 
peared a year earlier. 

Held in an isolation cell in 
the southern city of Arlon. 
Dutroux is expected to 
stand trial late next year. 

The march, which set out 
from nearby Lobbes. was 
allowed into Sars-La- 
Buissiere after local author- 
ities had initially asked that 
access to the village be left 
free for those attending a 
Sunday morning remem- 
brance mass in the local 
church. 

Many of the around 400 
marchers wore white cloth- 
ing to symbolise purity and 
claimed to be demonstrating 
not just for Julie and 
Melissa but for all abused 
children. 

Earlier, some 250 people, 
including the dead girls' 
mothers, heard a moving, 
musical tribute to the girts 
during a solemn service. 
Large pictures of the two 
girls adorned the church. 

Those arriving for the 
mass said they came to pay 
tribute to the girls' families 
and to pray that the deaths 
would prompt change in a 


system that many see as cor- 
rupt. 

"I'm here to pay homage, 
simple." said one woman. 

"I'm here to remember, to 
pray and to offer sympathy 
to the (girls') parents. Ifs u 
very emotional day." said 
another. 

Gaston Schoonbroodi. a 
priest and friend of the 
Russo family, told Belgian 
television that the service 
was aimed at supporting the 
families and rhe village’*, 
inhabitants who are 
wracked by feelings of 
shame and guilt. 

"But it's also to underline 
the message that this must 
never be allowed to happen 
again” Mr. Schoonbroodi 
said. 

“There is real despair. If 
we are the living, the sur- 
vivors. they (Julie and 
Melissa) are the super-liv- 
ing. It sounds odd. but it's 
the simplest way l can put 
it." 

In a nationwide expres- 
sion of remembrance and 
grief, a stream of ordinary 
citizens, many weeping, all 
still bewildered by Iasi 
year's grisly events, laid flo- 


ral tributes at the girls' 
graves and outside the hous- 
es where they lived. 

The discoveries of the 
dead children's' bodies 
rocked Belgium to the core 
and prompted widespread 
accusations that Dutroux 
and his accomplices had 
official protection. 

At the time of the killings. 
Dutroux w'as on parole from 
a 1 3-vear sentence for mul- 
tiple child rape. 

Last October over 250.000 
staged a “white march" 
through Brussels in support 
of the victims and their fam- 
ilies and to vent their diseust 
at a judicial system seen *J> 
deeply corrupt. 

An ail-party parliamen- 
tary committee investigat- 
ing cover-up theories is due 
to report next month. A pre- 
liminary report in April 
revealed a trail of bungling, 
unprofessional behaviour 
and missed chances that 
ordinary Belgians found 
hard to believe. 

Julie's father Jean-Denis 
Lejeune said last week that 
little had changed and the 
two girls had died for noth- 
ing. ~ 
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Rebels abduct 12 town councillors in Colombia 


BOGOTA (R) — Leftist 
rebels kidnapped at least 12 
town councillors in two 
communities in northern 
Colombia as pan of their 
campaign to sabotage local 
elections in October, au- 
thorities said Sunday. 

In Simiti, in the nonhem 
province of Bolivar, the 
entire town council — nine 
officials, including the town 
treasurer — was seized on 
the way to a meeting Satur- 
day. police sources said. 
The seizure was carried out 
on the orders of one of the 
guerrilla armies that operate 
in the area, the sources said. 

And in San Pablo, also in 
Bolivar, three councillors 
were kidnapped in similar 
circumstances. Provincial 


Governor Miguel Navas 
blamed both abductions on 
the Cuban-inspired. Natio- 
nal Liberation Army CELN). 
Colombia’s second-Iaigest 
guerrilla force, set up by 
radical Roman Catholic 
priests in 1966. 

“We were nor able to get 
official confirmation of 
these incidents until Sunday 
morning.” Mr. Navas told 
reporters. “Nine council 
members were taken from 
Simiti and at least three 
more from San Pabio.'* 

An NTC Television news 
programme showed the 
ELN's trademark black-and- 
red flag flying over some vil- 
lages in Simiti. a town of 
about 8.000 inhabitants. 
Simiti has had no police pre- 


sence since about 100 rebels 
overran the town on June 30. 
destroying the barracks and 
killing three policemen. 

No demands have yet 
been made for concessions 
that would gain the offi- 
cials' release, the spokes- 
man said. 

Earlier this month, rhe 
ELN kidnapped five mayors 
in the southern province of 
Narino and killed a senator 
in the northeastern province 
of Norte De Santander. 

The larger rebel army of 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC), 
meanwhile, has forced can- 
didates for the Oct. 26 may- 
oral elections to withdraw in 
some towns in southern and 
eastern Colombia. 


Both guerrilla groups and 
right-wing paramilitary 
forces have pledged to dis- 
rupt the elections, in which 
provincial governors will 

also be elected, and have 
threatened to kill any candi- 
dates of opposing political 
views who dare ro campaign 
in their zones of influence. 

Gilberto Toro, head of the 
Colombian Association of 
Municipalities, said the ris- 
ing violence meant it would 
be impossible to guarantee 
free and fair elections. 

“From these actions, ii is 
dear the paramilitaries and 
the guerrillas have control 
of large parts of the country- 
There are not sufficient 
guarantees for the October 
elections.” he said. 
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A pickup truck carrying armed Khmer Rouge fighters heads for the frontline past the" northwestern Cambodian 
border town of O'Smach Monday. Khmer Rouge guerrillas from their stronghold in Anloag Veng, who came to 
help Cambodia’s royalist forces to defend this border town, have claimed success in pushing back and halting the 
advancing of troops of strongman Hun Sen (Reuter photo) * l 


Yeltsin promises new accord 
on Chechenya’s political status 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
called for a new treaty on 
Chechenya's political status 
after talks Monday ar the 
Kremlin with the break- 
away republic’s President 
Aslan Maskhadov. 

Russia and the north 
Caucasus Republic, which 
fought a bitter 2 1 -month 
war that ended last August, 
must “think about future 
steps towards the freedom 
of the Chechen Republic — 
independence or something 
else, whatever to call it" 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“We do not need to get 
stuck on this. We need to 
create- a joint group to sit 
down and prepare this docu- 
ment, this accord together." 
Mr. Yeltsin said in com- 
ments broadcast on NTV 
television. 

Mr. Yeltsin's offer fell 
short of Mr. Maskhadov 's 
goal of winning immediate 
recognition of his republic’s 
declaration of indepen- 
dence. 

Despite the ferocious re- 
sistance which forced the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops last year, Moscow 
still insists it has sovereign- 
ty over Chechenya and that 
it can allow it nothing more 
than autonomy. 

In a conciliatory tone, Mr. 
Maskhadov said that Russia 
and Chechenya had to work 
together in political, eco- 
nomic and defence fields 
because “our strategic inter- 
ests coincide," Interfax 
reported. 

Before leaving the Che- 
chen capital Grozny. Mr. 
Maskhadov said that he 


intended to negotiate “on an 
equal footing" and that he 
would seek independence 
for the breakaway republic. 

"I am not going to Mos- 
cow with the intention of 
begging, but to suggest put- 
ting our relations on a civi- 
lised level and to demand 
what Russia owes Chechen- 
ya after leaving it in ruins.” 
he told Interfax. 

In particular, he said, he 
wanted “a full inter-state 
agreement foreshadowing 
mutual recognition, the ope- 
ning of embassies and non- 
interference in each other’s 
affairs." 

During preparatory talks 
Sunday with Chechen First 
Deputy Premier Movladi 
Udugov. Security Council 
Secretory’ Ivan Rybkin. the 
top Russian negotiator for 
Chechenya. said that it was 
roo early to decide the status 
question. 

The I -1/2-hour face-to- 
face talks between Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Maskhadov 
were the first between the 
two leaders in three months. 

They also covered a dis- 
pute over Russian aid to the 
ruined republic of about one 
million people. 

Mr. Yeltsin acknowledged 
that Chechenya was not get- 
ting all the money it had 
been allotted. 

"Eight hundred billion 
rubles have been sent to 
Chechenya. but only 120 
billion rubles has appeared 
in the Chechen national 
hank.” Mr. Yeltsin was quo- 
ted as saying by Interfax. 

“This money, damn it. is 
leaking somewhere." he 
said. 


Before the talks. Mr. Mas- 
khadov said: “All the mo- 
ney that has reached Che- 
chenya so far this year adds 
up to less than Russia spent 
on a single day of war." 

Chechenya declared uni- 
lateral independence in 
1991 and three years later 
the Russian armed forces 
began a large-scale offen- 
sive to regain control, but 
ran into fierce guerrilla 
resistance, and were defeat- 
ed in Grozny Iasi August. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple were killed. 

Linder ’ an August 1996 
peace accord, both sides 
agreed to freeze a decision 
on Chechenya's political sta- 
tus for five years, but Che- 
chens consider the republic 
as an independent state. 

The meeting between Mr. 
Maskhadov and Mr. Yeltsin 
— their second since the 
end of the war — came a 
day after two of the five 
Russian journalists being 
held hostage in Chechenya 
were freed. 

The two journalists from 
the VID television produc- 
tion company returned safe- 
ly to Moscow Sunday. 

However, three NTV tele- 
vision journalists and two 
British aid workers remain 
missing in Chechenya. 
along with several other aid 
workers who have been kid- 
napped in neighbouring 
Russian regions. 

Chechenya has high stra- 
tegic importance because a 
pipeline running from the 
boom Caspian Sea oil fields 
runs through the republic on 
its way to the Russian Black 
Sea port of Nuvoros&iisk. 


Attackers kill 2 Kenyans overnight 


MOMBASSA (R> —Atta- 
ckers slashed two Kenyans 
including a priest to death 
overnight in the Indian 
Ocean port of Mombassa. 
raising the toll from vio- 
lence in the area to ul least 
33 dead since Wednesday. 

Witnesses said a priest 
and a vigilante group mem- 
ber were killed in Mishi- 
moroni district on the edge 
of Mombassa. 

Coast police Chief Fran- 
cis Gichuki confirmed two 
people had been slashed 
with machetes overnight in 
Mombassa but dismissed 
the incidents as “pure thug- 
gery." Police said Sunday- 
night had been the quietest 
since a raid on police posts 

last Wednesday. 

After news of the killings, 
the Kenyan shilling slid to a 
new official low against the 
U.S. dollar as foreign 
investors pulled out because 
of worries over the econo- 
my and politics. 

The shilling depreciated 
by 13 per cent Monday 
morning to $70.68 to the 
from $69.75 at the opening. 

Monday's slide brought 
the shilling's losses to 1 8.79 
per cent against the dollar 
since the Intema-tional 
Monetary Fund cancelled a 
key aid package on July 31, 
citing corruption. 

A total of 16 suspects 
among 69 people arrested 
since last Wednesday were 
charged in Mombassa'* Ma- 
gistrates' Court Monday 
with possessing weapons 


including bows and arrows 
but no guns. 

Legal sources said the 
charging of the 16 with pos- 
session of traditional wea- 
pons showed they were not 
apparently ul the heart of 
the attacks, otherwise they 
would have faced murder 
charges. 

"We are still talking to the 
main suspects. We are hold- 
ing some." said Kenya po- 
lice spokesman. Peter Ki- 
manthi in Nairobi. 

He declined to say any- 
ihine more about the main 
suspects of the violence, 
which President Daniel 
Arap Moi has blamed on 
opposition leaders fanning 
tribal haired ahead of elec- 
tions. 

Some opposition leaders 
accuse Mr. Moi's ruling 
Kenya African National 
Union (KANUi of orches- 
trating the well-planned 
attacks which began with 
the killing of six police and 
eight civilians Wednesday 
in raids on two police posts 
south of Mombassa. 

All 16 pleaded not guilty 

in Mombassa and Chief 

Magistrate A g grey Muche- 

lule .said he would rule 

Tuesday on whether to 
* 

grant bail, opposed by po- 
lice prosecutor. Gideon Ki- 
milu. 

“If the accused are re- 
leased on bond when the sit- 
uation is still volatile. Ihey 
are likely to continue with 
the same offences.” Mr. Ki- 
milu told the Mombassa 


court. “Investigations are 
ongoing and we are likely to 
prefer more serious char- 
ges." 

None of the 16. all from 
the Coast area, were repre- 
sented by lawyers. They all 
wore tanered clothes. One 
had a head wound, another 
a bandaged arm and a third 
u shirt stained with blood. 

In Diani Beach, a tourist 
haven south of Mombassa. 
witnesses said Mondav a 
workshop and a kiosk were 
set abla/e overnight. A po- 
lice, army and navy hunt 
has failed to stop the 
attacks. 

Thousands of tourists 
have been told to stay in 
beach hotels on the coast 
north and south of Mom- 
bassa but none have been 
hurt in violence. Hundreds 
of Kenyans have fled the 
coast region. 

Residents said those Ken- 
yans killed were mainly peo- 
ple who originally came 
from outside the coastal re- 
gion. They pointed to leaf- 
lets. hand-written in Swahili 
and distributed in the area 

"The time has come for 
as. original inhabitants of 
the coast to claim what is 
rightly ours. We must re- 
move these invaders from 
our land." said the pam- 
phlets. w hich echoed ethnic 
slogans painted on walls 
and roads near some of the 
clash sites. 


S. Korean 
defector may 
have spied 
for North 
— report 

SEOUL (R) — A South 
Korean religious leader 
who defected to Commu- 
nist North Korea last week 
might have been a spy- 
while serving on a presi- 
dential advisory group. 
Seoul newspapers said 
Monday. 

South Korea's intelli- 
gence agency and police 
investigating the defection 
of Oh Ik-Jae declined to* 
comment on the newspaper 
reports. 

Mr. Oh. 68. who turned 
up in Pyongyang Friday, 
served on the Advisory 
Council on Democratic and 
Peaceful Unification, a pre- 
sidential advisory body in 
South Korea An official at 
the advisory body said Mr. 
Oh's term as adviser ended 
in June. 

Mr. Oh was also a found- 
ing member of the main 
opposition National Cong- 
ress for New Politics. 

A senior police official, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. told Reuters he sus- 
pected Mr. Oh had main- 
tained contacts with North 
Korean officials since 1993 
when he met Pyongyang 
representatives of a reli- 
gious group. Chondokyo. in 
Beijing. 

Mr. Oh. who headed 1 30- 
year-old Chondokyo in the 
South until 1995. arrived in 
Pyongyang Friday by train 
for “permanent residence", 
according to Pyongyang's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency's ( KCNA). 

“The authorities suspect 
Mr. Oh worked as a North 
Korean spy in the South for 
some time.” said the influ- 
ential Chosun llbo daily, 
which has had numerous 
scoops on North Korea- 
related issues in recent 
'months. 

Chosun llbo quoted an 
unidentified ruling camp 
official as saying that Mr. 
Oh appeared to have “left 
for, America in March to 
escape the government's 
dragnet u-hich was tighten- 
ing towards him." 

South Korea's state televi- 
sion broadcast North Ko- 
rean TV footage showing 
Vlr. Oh stepping out of a 
train at Pyongyang Railway 
Station. 

In an arrival statement, he 
hailed North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-tl as a hero and 
slammed the South Korean 
government for pursuing 
policies hampering the 
renunciation of the Korean 
Peninsula divided at the end 
of World War II. 

The police official said 
the North might also be 
u<tng oh in its propaganda 
to make up for the defection 
to the South earlier this year 
of Hwang Jang-Ygp, the 
highest-ranking Pyongyang 
official ever ro flee his 
homeland. 

Mr. Hwang, a top ideo- 
logue who arrived in Seoul 
in April via China and the 
Philippines, has said there 
are North Korean moles 
among high ranking Seoul 
officials. 


Hun Sen’s troops renew 


m 


on Cambodian royalist forces 


O SMACH (AFP) — Forces loyal to Cambodian strongman 
Hun Sen renewed their assault Monday on the country s last 
bastion of royalist resistance. 

Villagers in O Smach stopped to watch as the first cloud- 
bursts from incoming artillery rounds rose .from a ridge four 
kilometres away after a lull in the fighting since. Sunday. 

Many of the more than 20,000 civilians in the village, 
whose population has been swelled by advance of Hun 
Sen’s troops, began streaming towards a border checkpoint 
manned by Thai soldiers as automatic weapons fire and 
mortar rounds pounded the area. 

Cambodians had not been allowed to enter Thailand as of 
,4:00 p.m., when reporters were ordered back to the Thai 
town of Chong Chom across the border. Thai officials have 
said unarmed Cambodians will be allowed across the bor- 
der if their lives are threatened. 

Troops loyal to Second Prime Minister Hun Sen were try- 
ing to wrest control of a hill eight kilometres away, which 
overlooks the O Smach. They have forced royalist soldiers 
up to northwestern Cambodia after effectively ousting First 
Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh- from Phnom 
Penh in July. 

When the afternoon assault began, artillery was moved in 
closer to hit a second ridge where the headquarters of 
FUNCINPEC Party forces loyal to Prince Ranariddh -were 
located. 

Royalists and their new Khmer Rouge allies answered 
back with their own artillery as Mr. Hun Sen's forces 
moved in from three sides. 

Khmer Rouge soldiers were seen across a field heading 
into battle with a mobile rocket launcher. 

Earlier Monday, a FUNCINPEC soldier told AFP the roy- 
alists had sufficient troops and ammunition to defend their 
last base. 

“We have bullets. We can fight.” the soldier said. 

Thai military sources earlier said Mr. Hun Sen's forces 
would soon take the village because the royalists were des- 
perately short of ammunition. 

Prince Ranariddh said in Manila Monday drat his forces 
were inflicting heavy losses on Mr. Hun Sen's men. He said 
he had spoken to the chief of his forces. General Nhiek Bun 
Chhay, by telephone before meeting Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos. 

“I have just been briefed by General Bun Chhay. He told 
me that Hun Sen's forces lost a lot of people," in fighting at 
O Smach, Prince Ranariddh said. The FUNCINPEC soldier 
said dozens of fighters under commanders belonging to Mr. 
Hun Sen's Cambodian People's Party (CPP) were injured in 


■ ■ 

Simday’s smaU-a^ ' n 

He said there were about 3-000 ttoop* 

Smach. including fighters from tactions «» lh f. 

Rouge rebel movement, which border sources said 

bensd'600 to 700. _ k ,„ !K ,nrr 

Thai sources estimated the “number of FUNCINPEC >ol- 

diere at around 2,000,-supplemenied by the Khmer Kou ■ 
Meanwhile, Prince Ranariddh was To Manila on a tou « 
Association of South East Asian Nations capitals. 
political support from die regional grouping to counter mt. 
Hun Sen’s consolidation of power in Phnom Penh. 

He confirmed Khmer Rouge guerrillas had been ints^rat- 
ed into his .forces and said they no longer considered them- 
selves members of the infamous rebel group. 

“AU of Khmer Rouge. Pol Pot's forces. they are raw 

entirely and fully part of the Royal Cambodian Aimed 
Forces and they do. not consider themselves Khmer Rouge 
anymore,” Prince Ranariddh told reporters in Manila. 

Prince Ranariddh also said that Khmer Rouge leader Pol 
Pot should stand trial before “an international court on 
charges of committing crimes against hunianitv. 

“i am not hopeless thaiJ'would have in the near tutu re 

and when the country wifi -go hack to (normal andj il Mr. 
Pol Pot is still alive ■ — /(a chance) to bring him to an iiuer- 
narional court” for a “real trial.” the prince Miid at a new" 

conference. 7 

He said it would’ be ^erv interesting”- to hear the Khmer 
Rouge leader's side of his 1975 to 1979 regime, under 
which more than one million- Cambodians died. 

The prince added the lriii!.sh<»uid ;i!m* shed light on the 
“responsibilities” of Cambodian .strongman Hun Sen. a for- 
mer Khmer Rouge member, and acting head of 
The commander of Thai forces in thc-area. Major General 
Chirasak: Prom mopakorn. told reporters in the Thai low n ol 
Chong Chom' opposite O -Smach that noil governmental 
organisations had been allowed to provide humanitarian 
assistance acrossthe border. 

Speaking before fighting re mi mod Gen. < 'hiruMJk muu 
there was no immediate need u» prov uk* refuge io ( > Smach » 
civilians. ' : 

“Thailand has contacted leaders m O SiiUh.Ii. and ihc> mi> 
it is hot necessary for the civilians to en^ to Thailand now 
The fighting is still faF enough :lw a}-" he .said 
A temporary hospital sei up on the Cambodian mUc *.»i the 
border housed about 60 patients. The mnjiwiiv were being 
treated for malaria while inahv.oihcr* were mi Her mg Horn, 
diarrhoea 


Tajik government troops attack rebel positions 


DUSHANBE (R) — Troops 
loyal to Tajik President 
Imomali Rakhmonov Mon- 
day attacked positions held 
by rebels under the com- 
mand of mutinous Colonel 
Makhmud Khudoyberdyev 
in southern Tajikistan, Rus- 
sian news agencies slid. 

TASS said fierce fighting 
■broke out around a bridge 
-near the villagerof Garavuti. 
which straddles routes to 
the Shaartuz and Kabodien 
regions in southern Tajikis- 
tan where the rebels' main 
forces are concentrated. 

Interfax news agency said 
Mr. Rakhmonov 's guards 
were encircling Col. Khu- 
doyberdyev’s brigade to tty 
to prevent some rebel units 
from joining die main fora:. 

Interfax quoted the head 
of the - presidential guard. 


General Gafar Mirzoyev. as 
saying Col. Khudoyber- 
yev's men were using Grad 
multiple missile launchers 
and artillery against his 
troops, advancing near Ga- 
ravuti along the- Kurgan 
Tyube- Kabodien road. 

Over the weekend, the 
Tajik government sent tnore 
troops to the area and spOr 
radic fire fights broke out 
there between the rebels 
and government troops. Mr. 
Rakhmonov 's commanders 
said they were ready to 
destroy the last pockets of 
rebel resistance. 

Rebels, who said they 
would fight to the bitter end. 
denied they were retreating 
towards neighbouring Uzbe- 
kistan. Tajik army sources 
said Saturday that Col. 
Khudoyberdyev and his men 


could . be seen heading, to- 
wards the Uzbek border. 

Uzbek Border Guards hud 
stepped up their patrols, 

The latest turmoil inTaji 
kistan came weeks after Mr. 
Rakhmonov. who is backed 
by Moscow, signed a peace 
agreement with Islamic 
opposition guerrillas aimed 
at ending four years of civil 
war in the impoverished 
former Soviet republic-.. 

The Islamic guemiluv 
were not involved m the lat- 
est clashes. when CoL Kho- 
doyberdyev -joined tire fra \. 
moving his brigade towards 
the capital. Dushanbe, a 
week ago. 

He appeared to' suffer 
some setbacks in four days 
of fighting and Mr' ■ Rakh- 
monov said Wednesday that 
he had been dismissed. Rus- 


sian troops.'- 2U.tXH! •>! 
whom arc. garrisoned in 
Tajikistan, did noi take pan 
in the fighting. 

C'ul. Khudnyherdvcv and 
his men refused to hand over 
their weupimv saving the 
government . a>uld noi guur- 
• untec their sui'civ.'and moved 
out of their stronghold o! 
Kurgan Tyuhe. IK) kilohic- 
tres south of Dushanbe. 

On Monday- there, were 
almost no signs of million 
presence in Kurgan Tyuhe. 

Local people began leav- 
ing their homes after sever- 
al. davs Indoors and were 
" • • ■ 

going to work Mondav. 

Some shops were open and 

a few cars were moving on 

the streets. The Dushanbe 

Kurgan Tyube high wav was 

controlled -bv iiovemmem 
■ ^ 

forces. ' ' “ ■ 


Taiwan says talks with China to resume in 1998 


TAIPEI (R) — Long stalled 
talks between Taipei and 
Beijing were expected to 
resume in 1998. the Com- 
mercial limes quoted Tai- 
pei's chief negotiator as 
saying Monday. 

The newspaper quoted 
Koo Chen-Fu. chairman of 
Taipei's Straits Exchange 
Foundation, as saying he 
was expected to resume ne- 
gotiations with his Beijing 
counterpart in 1998. 

“Relations on the both 
sides of the (Taiwan) Strait 
have recovered from their 
lowest ebb and the long- 
suspended talks should 
resume next year.” Mr. Koo 
told the newspaper in an 


interview. 

Mr. Koo last met his Bei- 
jing counterpart, Wang 
Daohan of the Association 
for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Strait, in Singapore 
on April 29. 1993. 

A series of technical 
meetings on civilian issues 
followed but tajks have 
been suspended since mid- 
1995 after Taiwan President 
Lee Teng-Hui paid a private 
but high-profile visit to the 
United States. 

China, which views Tai- 
wan as a renegade province 
since a civil war split them 
in 1949, said. Mr. Lee’s visit 
was an attempt to promote 
the island's independence 


rather than reunification 
with the mainland. - • 
in a sign that tensions mu> 
have thawed, the Mainland 
' Affairs- Council Taiwan's 
top policy making body 
towards China, has repeat- 
edly said the island . was 
ready for official talks with 
the mainland. ' - 
The Council’s Chairman 
Chang King-Yuh said Satur- 
day both sides could con- 
duct official talks to discuss 
a wide range of issues, inc- 
luding ending hostility ac- 
ross the Taiwan Strait, the 
exchange of visits between 
both sides' leaders, signing 
a peace agreement, and 
direct .trade and investment 


links. 

Taiwan ' has repeaiedlv 
urged China to reopen talks, 
.-but Beijing hits consistent l\ 
declined, saying this was 
. not possible until Taiwan 
showed its sinceriiv bv 
dropping its “splittisi” acti- 
. vities. 

Taipei claims Taiwan and 
China are two equal politi- 
cal entities ruled by. two 
' governments. But Beijing 
says Taiwan is a province of 
. China that falls under its 
sovereignty. 

Beijing also says its Pen- 
. pie> Republic of China go- 
vernment Is the legitimate 
ruler of all China. 


Peruvian oil workers freed unharmed by rebels 


LIMA (R) — A group of 
Peruvian oil workers held in 
the jungle by Maoist Shi- 
ning Path guerrillas were all 
released unharmed after re- 
bels harangued them with 
political speeches and stole 
equipment, officials con- 
firmed Sunday. 

They are all out now. 
They' are all out of the bush. 
It's over.” an official at Pe- 
ru's Compania General De 
Geofisica (CGG), who 
asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters in a telephone 
interview from the Jungle 
town of Saripo. 

He described the assai- 
lants as ”a bunch of 
thieves." but refused to give 
more details about the inci- 
dent. 

Military and police sour- 
ces had originally said tha t 
the approximately 30 oil 
workers involved were held 
between Friday and Sunday 
in the remote central Jungle. 

But norne officials con- 
firming their release said 
Shining Path only kept them 


for four hours Friday. 

“They did a proselytising 
work for four hours, giving 
ideological speeches to the 
workers." said police Capt. 
Mario Sanchez, from Satipo 
near the workers 7 camp. The 
rebels also stole food, fuel, 
medicines and communica- 
tions equipment from the 
camp, he added. 

An Interior Ministry 
spokesman in Lima, pro- 
cessing information from 
police and military sources, 
also said the incident had 
lasted four hours. He added 
that about 300 police and 
army soldiers were search- 
ing for the estimated 50 to 
60 strong guerrilla patrol: 
"It seems we are getting 
close.” 

However, a journalist in 
the area, who asked not to 
be named, insisted he had 
evidence the hostages had 
been held until Sunday, and 
woe transported to Satipo 
by helicopter after a deal 
had been struck -with Shi- 
ning Path involving itiie 


delivery of- clothes ’ and 
equipment. 

Adding to the confusion. 
Satipo Mayor Arturo Duran 
also said in a telephone in- 
terview the kidnapping last- 
ed until Sunday, and added 
that the CGG had temporar- 
ily suspended operations, 
giving its' workers leave. 
nntil the end of the month. 

CGG ' Cannes put explo- 
ration work in the dense and 

hilly river fine region of 

central Peru for French oil 
company Elf. The CGG 
workers were all believed to. 
be Peruvian. ' 

-Army foot patrols and at 
least two helicopters hunted 
for the rebels Sunday, al- 
though military sources said 
they were probably in un- 
derground hideouts with 
traps nearby. ' 

Shining ■ Path ' dnd . the 
MRTA have been" highly 
active in (he dense and iso-, 
hired jungle area, - mainly 
populated by Ashahinka 
Indians, during . a . "17-year 
war on the state! Anri terror- 


. 1st police. sources have said 
remnants of both groups 
severely reduced in 'recent 
years as a result of a gov- 
ernment offensive were hid- 
ing injdie zone. 

The MRTA won world 
notoriety in December 1 996 
with the kidnapping of. hun- 
dreds of guests at a Japa- 
nese embassy. party. They 
. held 72 of their highest, pro- 
file hostages, for 126 days 
- until Peru s military 
stormed the ambassador's 
residence, killing the 14 
.rebels pod freeing all but 
onfe of the captives. Two 

■ soldiers and a hostage judge 
also died. 

■ Overshadowed by the 
MRTA during die hostage 

; crisis. Shining Path had 
been concentrating, on re- 
grouping forces and peasant 
education work, according 
to police. WJriie the -MRTA 
.' has: ^been. characterised by 
lucrative kidnappings, the 
1 Shining -Path has generally 
. raised money" from involve- 
ment with drug traffickers. 
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Grounds laid 


for compromise 


HIS MAJESTY" King Hussein has made it well- 
known to all sides during his visits to Ma’an and 
Aqaba last week and Tafileh yesterday that the 
door is still wide open for a meaningful dialogue 
with the opposition on the upcoming parliamen- 
tary elections provided that die Constitution, the 
National Charter, the one-person, one-vote for- 
mula are respected. This suggests that all other 
outstanding issues and controversies can be 
debated and resolved. The political parties which 
professed their intentions to boycott the next 
general elections should seize the offer to 
improve the overall political climate in the coun- 
try in a serious bid to make the November 4 elec- 
tions a story of national success. 

If we take His Majesty’s fixed parameters in 
reverse order, the one-person, one- vote formula, 
adopted by the sitting Parliament as the basis for 
the next elections, would not pose a problem to 
any side even though, in principle, proportional 
representation should be made an integral part 
of it After all the basic law of the Kingdom calls 
for equal treatment of Jordanians which when 
translated into electoral terms would mean equal 
voting powers for each and every citizen. There is 
nothing in the law that prevents the government 
from amending the Election Law along this line, 
even at this late hour. 

Successive governments have conditioned the 
application of proportional representation on the 
final resolution of the Palestinian question when 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin could be afford- 
ed the opportunity to decide where they would 
like their homeland to be. On this score, there 
might be some room for manoeuvring, by strik- 
ing a balance between the principle of propor- 
tionality and the political realities in the country. 
Maintaining the status quo, though, strikes us as 
unfair and even unconstitutional. 

As for the organic law of the country, it goes 
without saying that any proposed amendments 
to it must be carefully examined before they are 
entertained. The rule of thumb in ail jurisdic- 
tions across the globe is that constitutions should 
remain stable and not open to periodic changes 
unless there is a compelling reason to do so. 

The King's call for respecting the sanctity of 
the Constitution is obviously vindicated on every 
count until there is a national consensus for 
amending it. Admittedly there is always room for 
perfecting our basic law but this needs to be pur- 
sued with utmost prudence and care. With 
regard to the National Charter, which was unan- 
imously adopted by all political groups in 1991, it 
too must be viewed as sacrosanct and untouch- 
able unless absolutely necessary. Accordingly 
neither the Constitution nor the National 
Charter should be bargaining chips in the run- 
up to the elections. 

Once these guidelines are observed, there is no 
reason why the opposition-government dialogue 
that opened on Sunday cannot proceed in a con- 
structive manner and be fruitful. Even though 
the meeting between representatives from the 
two sides was inconclusive, even preliminary, the 
next rounds of talks should be capable of result- 
ing in a modus operandi to hold and govern the 
elections. The government must at least freeze 
the amendments it introduced in May to the 1993 
Press and Publications Law not only as a good- 
will gesture to the voters at large but also because 
the law itself is undemocratic aDd highly contro- 
versial. Then the rest of the issues can be resolved 
to the satisfaction of all sides. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily raised the question of 
the U.S. Congress's support for Israel and the 
Zionists, and its siding by injustice caused to the 
Arabs. Sultan Hattab said that while the wealthy 
Arabs and rich Arab governments spend fortunes on 
unnecessap' items, the Jews in the United. States 
spend their money on buying congressmen in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, and so 
they guarantee these congressmen's continued sup- 
port for Israel's policies and moves to supply the 
Jewish states with arms and financial aid to pursue 
its aggression. The writer quoted figures from a 
recent report published in the United States, show- 
ing that the Jewish lobby there spent $28 million 
between 1984 and 1996 on buying U.S. 
Congressmen who, once elected, feel they have to 
pay back the Jews not with money but with support 
tor Israel's expansionist programmes. According to 
the writer, the Arabs spent a mere $190,000 in the 
last congressional elections on buying voices to 
back the Arab cause: and naturally, this meagre 
amount achieved nothing. The writer noted that the 
Jews are now buying parliament members in 
European countries, including Russia, while the 
Arabs are spending their wealth on their own plea- 
sures and winning no voice in their favour. He said 
no matter how high the Arabs may cry out for help, 
no one is going to come to their aid as long as their 
wealth is spent on matters that by no means can win 
a single voice in their favour. 


The View from the Fourth Circle 


By Rami 


Zionism’s complex journey: From Bethel 


to Babylon to Basle to Bibi 


EXACTLY A century ago. in August 1897, the Fust Zionist 
Congress was held in Basle. Switzerland. It resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the Zionist Organisation, on the basis of the Basle 
Programme that was adopted by some European activists for 
political Zionism who assembled at Basle, it may be useful 
today to review the aims of the Basle programme alongside the 
current condition and policies of the modem Israeli state that 
was conceived precisely one hundred years ago. Such an exer- 
cise reveals the darker side of Zionism that is expressed by men 
and women like the current prime minister of Israel, Benyamin 
(Bibi) Netanyahu, for whom historical Jewish vulnerability and 
suffering now prompt reciprocal acts of violence, subjugation 
and even some apartheid-like behaviour by Jews against 
Palestinians and other Arabs. 

The Basle conference and programme were milestones on a 
long Jewish historical road that started at BetheL in Palestine, 
according to the biblical book of Genesis, where God reported- 
ly promised to give for ever to Abraham and his descendants all 
the land “which thou seesf . While this episode is largely inter- 
preted by biblical scholars as essentially a moral transaction — 
God makes the Jews a nation and people in return for their 
spreading his moral message among the peoples of our world — 
Jewish and other Zionists have interpreted it as a territorial gram 
and political pledge. The Jews' attachment to Palestine and their 
sense of vulnerability as a people were both heightened in die 
6th Century BC, after King Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem 
and the Jewish temple in SS7 BC and exiled the Jews to 
Babylon. The trauma of European Jews was rekindled in the late 
19th Century by crude acts of anti-Jewish anti-semitism such as 
the Dreyfus Affair in France, which helped spark the birth of the 
modem Zionist movement, especially Theodor Herd's call for a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 

The Basle Conference in IS97 declared the Jewish people's 
intent to strive for a “publicly and legally secured home in 
Palestine for the Jewish people," which would be achieved via 
“the appropriate promotion of colonisation" in Palestine by 
Jews, “the organisation and gathering of all Jerws". the promo- 
tion of “Jewish national feeling and consciousness", and 
preparatory steps to attain government consent “to achieve the 


aim of Zionism.” 

It would seem today that all the aims of the Basle Programme 
have been xhieved: the Jewish people have a sovereign stare in 
Palestine which has been colonised by Jews who have been 
organised and gathered there and in other parts of the world. 
Jewish national feeling and consciousness are strong, and most 
governments around the world have recognised Israel. Also, 
anti-semitism against Jews, though perpetrated by some people, 
is actively fought by governments and civil groups around the 
world. For the Jews, it would seem, the promise of Bethel has 
been achieved: the historical, enduring sense of Jewish help- 
lessness, as manifested for example by the Babylonian exile and 
virulent European anti-semitism, has been largely erased; and, 
the state of Israel today is economically vigorous, militarily 
strong, culturally vibrant, and politically secure and recognised. 

In view of the ability of Jews and Zionists to achieve the broad 
aims of their century-old political programme, why is Benjamin 
Netanyahu's government pursuing aggressive and provocative 
policies such as continued Jewish colonisation of Palestinian 
and Syrian lands, attacks against Lebanese civilians, ethnic 
cleansing of Jerusalem and other Palestinian areas, confiscation 
of Arab lands, mass collective punishment of Palestinian com- 
munities. demolishing Palestinian houses, and apartheid-like . 
policies in the land, water and social services sectors in Israel 
and occupied Palestine? Is this what Zionism and the Basle 
Programme aimed to achieve? Are these the moral and political 
principles that the Jewish people committed to in their multiple 
ancient covenants with God? Or is Benyamin Netanyahu, in 
feet, merely a crude cartoon of those Jews who worship power 
as an antidote to their powerlessness, and who subjugate and 
oppress others as retribution for their own subjugation and 
oppression? Is Bibi Netanyahu, in feet not a harbinger of a 
hopeful and peaceful Jewish future, but a throwback to its dark 
and tortured past? 

Appropriately, a South African friend who follows Arab- 
fsraeli issues, commenting on the Israeli settlements, recently 
brought to my attention die words of the Bible in Isaiah 5:8: 
“Woe to you who add house to house and join field to field till 
no space is left and you live alone in the land." 


Israel today faces a challenge similar to that which faced, the 
South African apartheid regime a decade ago — either continue 
policies dial are criticised by the entire world and that generate 
domestic violent resistance: or change course and adept new 
policies that can promote long-term national vigour and securi- 
ty based on a powerful combination of ancient moral -values and 
contemporary human dignity for all. 

Israelis and Zionists cannot expect to continue colonising 
Arab lands — adding house to house and joining field to field 
— and also to receive the recognition and friendship of the 
neighbouring Arab peoples. Israelis who seek acceptance and 
security for their state in the Middle Easr should review their 
own history and relearn the lessons of die consequences of the 
use of sovereign power. The repeated humiliation, denial, exile 
and suffering of Jews in history at die hands of other sovereign 
powers prompted a political and then a military Zionist move- 
ment that finally secured a Jewish state. Continued Israeli 
humiliation and denial of Palestinian and other Arab rights will 
lead to similar consequences; the last two decades indicate that 
random violence and terror against Jews will be a common 
means of expressing the traumatic Arab response to Israeli slate 
policies that insist on perpetuating Jewish colonisation and the 
acquisition of land by force. Just as Jewish history has travelled 
a complex and often painful path — from Bethel to Babylon to 
Basle and finally to Bibi Netanyahu — so will the trajectory of 
Palestinian and Arab history pass through comparable mile- 
stones of suffering, rebirth and retribution. 

The centennial of the Basle Conference this month should 
prompt us to consider whether this Zionist and Arab cycle of 
weakness and strength, of aggression and revenge, will contin- 
ue in perpetuity or will reach an end that is merciful and fair to 
all concerned. This month. August 1997. a century after August 
1 897, should cause us to recall the many reasons that prompted 
Jews to embark on a movement of what they saw as national sal- 
vation and preservation. It should also prompt Jews and Israelis 
to dssess the conduct of their government today in light of their 
own. self-proclaimed standards of moral conduct and political 
goals, whether as expressed by Old Testament prophetic books 
or by lute 19th century national declarations. 


Compensation for Palestinian casualties ‘is not 


a legal question but a political-national one ’ 


By Elias M. Zananiri 


JERUSALEM — It was one of 
those days of light closure 
which Israel imposed on the 
occupied territories and cm the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) areas after the intifada 
broke out again in September 
1996. following Israel's deci- 
sion to open the tunnel under- 
neath the A I Aqsa Mosque in 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Movement was banned not only 
between Israel and fee PNA 
areas or the occupied territories 
but also within fee Palestinian 
areas themselves. 

During that day. the family of 
Mohammad Sarahin, from the 
village of Beit Ula near Hebron, 
rushed their wav to Hadassah 

V 

Hospital in West Jerusalem to 
treat their rwo-year-old child 
who was bom with leukaemia. 
Abiding by instructions of their 
Israeli doctor, the family decid- 
ed to rush fee child to hospital 
soon after they noticed he had a 
fever. Their supposedly one- 
hour trip to Jerusalem lasted 
more than three hours when sol- 
diers manning the roadblocks 
delayed their vehicle for at least 
two hours. In vain did the man 
try to explain to soldiers how 
important time factor was for 
him. It did not help and the child 
was declared dead before he 
arrived to the hospital. 

Yet. as if the tragedy of the 
Sarahin family was not enough, 
a newly-introduced law that was 
adopted by the Israeli govern- 
ment and had already been rati- 
fied by its Knesset in its first 
reading, pending iis final ratifi- 
cation in fee second and third 
readings, bans fee Sarahin fam- 
ily and thousands of Palestinian 
■families of victims of Israeli 
occupation from filing compen- 
sation suits with the Israeli 
courts of low. 

For Palestinians in general, 
the question of compensation 
for losses inflicted by the Israeli 
army is not that of financial sup- 
port to families. They see in it a 
means to extract from Israel 
admission of responsibility for 
injustice it caused to the 
Palestinians throughout the 
years of the military occupation, 
since June 1 967 in general, and 
since the outbreak of the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israel, in December 1987 in par- 
ticular. The new Jaw was intro- 
duced mainly to deny 
Palestinians killed or wounded 
during the intifeda access to 
Israeli courts where they would 
claim compensation for their 
casualties. 

On the other hand, Israel 
seems to be adamant in its stand 
not allowing Palestinians access 
to demand compensation for the 
intifeda period out of fear of set- 
ting a legal precedent that 
would give chance to 


Palestinians evicted from their 
homeland in 194S to demon de 
compensation too. though their 
right to compensation, or to 
return, had been repeatedly 
affirmed by various United 
Nations resolutions. 

In so doing, the Israeli gov- 
ernment insists on considering 
Palestinians killed or injured in 
the course of the Palestinian 
intifeda as victims of acts of 
war. who are not eligible for 
compensation. But on the other 
hand, it does not recognise fee 
status of Palestinians who 
fought the Israeli army as pris- 
oners of war. That is why Israel, 
so far, keeps thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners in its own 
jails and has failed to release 
them even though it signed the 
interim peace accords with the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO). 

During the deliberations that 
accompanied the preparations 
for this law. in the former Israeli 
government under Yitzak 
Rabin, the late prime minister, 
his attorney general. Michael 
Ben Yair. and his minister of 
justice. David Libai. were 
searching for a formula that 
would bypass fee Israeli law 
and find legal foundations for 
denying the Palestinians their 
right to demand compensation. 
Rabin was furious at the figures 
presented to him by both fee 
defence ministry and the attor- 
ney general's office about thou- 
sands of compensation claims 
filed by Palestinians. His assas- 
sination did not bring the issue 
to an end and Shimon Peres, 
who look over after Robin, 
sounded more ruthless and 
wanted to go ahead with the 
planned bill fester than before. 

“It is not a legal question but a 
political-national one," Peres 
told Ben Yair during one of 
those deliberations. “In my 
capacity as the head of the polit- 
ical echelon. I can tell you it is 
inconceivable for us to pay 
compensation for an intifeda 
that was imposed on us. They 
hod revolted against us to uproot 
the state. There hasn't been a 
nation in the world that had paid 
compensation under such cir- 
cumstances and there is no rea- 
son for us to do otherwise," said 
Peres. He added that Israel has 
not demanded compensation 
from fee Palestinians for those 
Israelis who were killed or 
wounded during ads of hostili- 
ties between the two sides and 
would expect the Palestinians to 
follow suit. “What about our 
killed and wounded? Who is 
going to compensate them? 
Should reciprocity be applied. I 
would be ready to consider pay- 
ing compensation, otherwise, 
each party should bear its own 
responsibilities." said Peres. 

Then minister of finance, 
Abraham Shohat. aggreed with 


what Peres said and even added 
feat there were no grounds 
whatsoever for Israel to com- 
pensate Palestinian victims of 
the uprising once fee authority 
in the territories has been hand- 
ed over to the PNA which has 
become responsible for the 
Palestinians who live in fee 
areas vacated by the Israeli 
troops. Said Shohat: “The 
intifada was part of fee armed 
struggle that the PLO had 
launched against Israel and 
therefore, whoever had suffered 
damage, even by accidental 
means, is exactly like whoever 
suffers damage in a state of 
war." 

But Peres and Shohat have 
seemingly forgotten the fact feat 
Israeli troops which conquered 
fee West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip hod done so by means of 
military power and were not 
invited by the Palestinians to do 
so. In other words, fee Israeli 
troops were fee occupiers. No 
occupier has proved it was eligi- 
ble to be compensated for casu- 
alties it suffered in the course of 
occupying fee land of another 
nation. 

The debate (hat followed fee 
presentation of the bill involved 
legal, moral and ethical argu- 
ments not only among the 
Palestinians but also among a 
number of Israeli bodies feat 
advocate human and civil rights. 
At a press conference held on 
July 22. Professor Uriel 
Proccocia. dean of fee Faculty 
of Law at fee Hebrew 
University in West Jerusalem, 
openly admitted feat the new 
bill is “Unconstitutional, corrupt 
and lacks any substance." He 
said the bill uses “deceptive 
techniques where it does not say 
that the stale can shoot 
Palestinians but it still avoids 
claiming responsibility once the 
shooting is done and 
Palestinians are either killed or 
wounded." Eitan Felner, execu- 
tive director of B'tzelem. an 
Israeli organisation that moni- 
tors human right violations by 
Israel in the occupied territories, 
said the bill “is one of the great- 
est injustices done in 30 years of 
occupation." He added the bill is 
a flagrant attempt by Israel to 
escape responsibility for its 
killing and injuring of 
Palestinians and that it forms an 
obstacle on the rood to achiev- 
ing coexistence between the 
Palestinian people and the 
Israelis. 

The new bill expands, in a 
very artificial way. fee defini- 
tion of '‘combatant activity" and 
exempts die Israeli government 
from liability for the vast major- 
ity of fee activities of the Israeli 
army and its various security 
branches in the occupied territo- 
ries. It gives only one exception 
to this exemption: when an 
Israeli soldier, or any other 


security man. is convicted of 
“intentional infliction of fee 
injury that was the subject of the 
claim." Therefore, fee failure to 
indict, in fee past and in fee 
future. Israeli soldiers or others 
will of course exempt fee Israeli 
authorities from paying com- 
pensation. 

The draft law enables fee 
Israeli courts to deny an injured 
party, convicted in fee past of 
“committing a serious act of ter- 
ror". fee right to compensation, 
even if there is no connection 
between the conviction and the 
injury feat is the basis of fee 
ciaim. In other words. Israel is 
introducing a law which leaves 
room to punish a person twice 
for the same act, something feat 
contradicts the basic principles 
of penalty law. 

In proposing the bill, fee 
Israeli government seeks to 
place the burden of proof 
always on fee plaintiff!, even 
where the facts are not at his 
disposal, such as fee type of 
weapons fired, or fee directives 
given to fee soldiers feat fired. 
The bill as such offers a nega- 
tive incentive to the Israeli army 
and makes negligent investiga- 
tions expedient because, with- 
out the detailed findings of an 
investigation, the facts will not 
be available to the plaintiff. 

Advocate Hala Khoury, of the 
Centre for the Defence of fee 
Individual in East Jerusalem, 
said the most serious part of fee 
bill is the fact feat it gives moral 
support to fee Israeli soldiers 
who would feel free to open fire 
on Palestinians without the fear 
of being indicted as long us fee 
compensation principle is 
denied by fee Israeli govern- 
ment from the beginning. She 
said: “It is near impossible for 
fee Palestinian plaintiff to pro- 
vide evidence to the Israeli court 
that he was shot by Israeli sol- 
diers because all data relevant to 
operational activities of the 
Israeli army is kept with the 
Israeli military command where 
nobody can be sure that the 
daily log of events would 
include details of that specific 
shooting incident in which the 
plaintiff was wounded." 
Besides, she said how would 
the Palestinian plaintiff provide 
ballistic evidence when it is 
totally inconceivable to suggest 
that the Israeli army would be 
ready to hand over weapons of 
its own soldiers to fee F1NA for 
ballistic tests' to establish 
whether fee plaintiff was 
wounded by these soldiers or 
not. Moreover, she went on. fee 
daily log of operational activi- 
ties, if obtained by the 
Palestinians (and this is very 
rare in itself), would be first 
subject to military censorship 
where names of operatives are 
deleted and where perhaps 
some information feat might 


end up being vital for fee inves- 
tigation is also omitted, deliber- 
ately or unintentionally, thus 
derailing the investigation. 

The bill limits fee period of 
time in which ,i suit for dam- 
ages must be filed to one year, 
instead of the seven years under 
fee existing law. Because of the 
extensive duration of investiga- 
tions and the delay in submit- 
ting fee conclusions to the attor- 
neys of the plaintiffs, filing of 
claims would become extreme- 
ly difficult if not impossible. 
Besides. legal proceedings 
against the relevant soldier are 
almost never concluded within 
a year. The result is clear a long 
delay in the investigation or 
prosecution exempts the Israeli 
authorities from liability. 

The law stipulates that a per- 
son whose degree of permanent 
medical disability does not 
exceed ten per cent is not enti- 
tled to compensation. The com- 
pensation available to a person 
whose degree of permanent 
medical disability exceeds ten 
per cent shall be based on the 
average salary in the area of fee 
residence of the injured person 
and feus, will be significantly 
lcrwer than feat available today 
in Israel where compensation is 
based on actual figures. The 
average income of a Palestinian 
in the occupied territories or in 
fee PNA areas is no more than 
$300. while in Israel it is over 
$1,500. Therefore, for fee sake 
of simple calculation, a 20- 
year-old Palestinian youth 
whose medical disability is 
confirmed 100 per cent is eligi- 
ble for payment of one per cent 
of the average income for each 


percentage of his disability, 
multiplied by the number of 
months until he is 65 years old 
Applying fee same rule to 
Israelis: a huge difference can 
be seen, in -which the 
Palestinian receives a sum of 
$162,000 while an Israeli who 
goes through similar circum- 
stances receives a sum of 
$810,000. Moreover, if the 
Palestinian plaintiff is a talented 
person who earns far more than 
the average income in fee PNA. 
he would still be paid on the 
basis of the average income, 
regardless of his salary. A sur- 
geon who makes, for instance, 
some $10,000 a month and Is 
shot and maimed in the hand 
and his disability is confirmed 
would be paid on fee basis that 
his monthly income does not 
exceed the $300 average. 

Once the bill is ratified by the 
Israeli Knesset, the only means 
left for the Palestinians to fight 
is the Israeli High Court which 
has to decide whether introduc- 
ing the bill is constitutional and 
acceptable from a legal point of 
view. Israel still augues that it 
should not pay any compensa- 
tion to the Palestinian victims of 
the uprising but it has no prob- 
lem insisting on receiving the 
annual compensations from the 
government of Germany for 
atrocities carried out by Nazi 
Germany against Jews. 


The writer, who worked for the 
\VTN mid MBC televisims. is 
currently correspondent for the 
Gulf Today and the Jentsualem 
Times. He contributed this arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 
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Killing is barbaric 


To the Editor: 


IT IS astounding to me feat Michael Jansen can draw expla- 
nations for the bombing of innocent people, like she did in 
the article “Suicide bombing happens when Palestinian pop- 
ular frustration over Israeli failure to implement the accords 
is at its highest" ( Jordan Times, Aug. 1 7. 1997). 

1' m sure Timothy McVeigh has what he thinks is an expla- 
nation too. This does not address fee question of the barbar- 
ic notion thai killing indiscriminately will somehow make a 
statement. 

I am sun; Jordanians love such rationalisations, but have 
fee courage to condemn such acts in fee name of morality 
and protection of all people, no-marter what differences there 
are. 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle . Letters 
Intended for publication should contain the writer's full 
name and preferably address as well. Names can be 
withheld upon request but only under special circum- 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridging. 
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Pygmy chimps show that peace and love may come 


By Robin Mckie 

PEERING INTO the eyes 
of a pygmy chimpanzee 
may reveal a strange 
secret: a glimpse of our 
ancient apeman ancestors. 

Scientist;; now believe 
these graceful cousins of 
the common chimpanzee 
share many features with 
austral opithecines. a tour- 
mil lion-year-old forebear 
of Homo Sapiens. 

According to Professor 
Frans de Waal of the 
Yerkes Regional Primate 
Centre in Atlanta, the 
pygmy chimpanzee, or 
bonobo, is probably the 
best mode) we have of 
“the so-called missing 
link." 

But as Prof, de Waal 
stresses in “Bonobo: The 
Forgonen Ape” (pub- 
lished this month by Uni- 
versity of California), this 
does not mean bonobos 
are the missing link. He 
and fellow researchers 
merely argue that bonobos 
resemble more closely the 
type of creature from 
which we evolved than 
any other living animal. 

“The bonobo may have 
undergone less transfor- 
mation than either humans 
or chimpanzees, and could 
most closely resemble our 
common ancestor.” states 
Prof, de Waal. 

As a result, when we 
look at these creatures, we 
see features that have 
changed only slightly over 
the past six million years: 
diminutive stature, long 
arms and small brains. 

This similarity has pro- 
found implications for 
understanding our own 
nature and our evolution. 

It is believed that humans 



and apes shared a com- 
mon ancestor about six 
million years ago. Then 
the rwo lines began evolv- 
ing in different directions 
until, three million years 
ago. the ape line split in 
two. One led to the chim- 
panzee: the other to a 
slightly smaller, more 
graceful type of ape: the 


bonobo. 

But until recently little 
was known about the 
bonobo. and most com- 
parisons between our 
behaviour and that of the 
apes concentrated on sim- 
ilarities between chimps 
and humans. 

As a result.- it was 
assumed that male-domi- 


nated. fairly violent soci- 
eties are the norm. Recent 
work on the bonobo chal- 
lenges this assumption, 
however. 

“Had bonobos been 
known earlier, reconstruc- 
tion of human evolution 
might have emphasised 
sexual relations, equality 
between males and 
females and die origin of 
die family, instead of war, 
hunting, tool technology 
and other masculine 
fortes.” says Prof, de 
Waal. 

Ignorance about the 
bonobo stems from the 
fact that they were only 
discovered in 1929, and 
that there are only about 
10,000 members of the 
species, all living in a 
small fragment of forest in 
central Zaire. 

However, when bonobos 
were studied by scientists, 
they produced a distinct 
shock, for the creatures 
were found to have stag- 
gering sexual appetites. 
As a consequence, they 
have been depicted as 
lustful satyrs who will 
have sex at the drop of a 
hat — or a banana, an 
apple, or anything else 
that succumbs to the 
effects of gravity. 

And it is true they have a 
healthy urge to have sex. 
As Prof, de Waal puts it: 
“Bonobos engage in sex in 
virtually every partner 
combination.” 

This behaviour has a 
basic ulterior — but 
unconscious — motive. 
Sex is used us a substitute 
for aggression, as a means 
of defusing tension. 

And in this non-violent 
society, freed from the 
fear of male aggression. 


females control food 
resources, and dominate 
the males. “Bonobos pro- 
vide a concrete alternative 

to macho evolutionary 
models derived from the 
behaviour of baboons and 
chimpanzees,” adds Prof, 
de Waal. “They also thor- 
oughly upset die idea that 
sex is solely intended for 
procreation. From now 
on, any reference to biolo- 
gy in support of this claim 
will backfire.” 

However, similarities 
that we have with 'bono- 
bos, or for that matter 
chimps, are not sufficient 
on their own to explain' 
every aspect of human 
evolution. Prof, de Waai 
acknowledges. Special 
factors have produced 
unique human characteris- 
tics. particularly the 
nuclear family in which 
males and females share 
the raising of offspring — 
a phenomenon unique in 
die ape world and whose 
origin is not yet under- 
stood. 

Nevertheless, non- 
aggressive bonobos, with 
their powerful female 
lobby and egalitarian 
social structure, provide 
as useful u model for 
understanding human 
evolution as any other 
species, particularly as it 
is based on an animal with 
whom we share 98 per 
cent of our genetic make- 
up. As Prof, de Waal 
states: “If we look after 
the bonobo. we may for a 
long time share this planet 
with a family member that 
affords us an entirely new 
look at ourselves.” 

The Observer 



Aggressive chimps like the one above, left, may not be our . true fore- 
bears. Bonobos (right), undiscovered until 1929, live in harmony in a 
society that emphasises equality between males anci females ' . * 


King visits Tafileh 


(Continued from page 1) 

brothers to us and they are 
free to participate in ot 
refrain from faking part in 
the coming elections." 

King Hussein reminded 
the audience of the cir- 
cumstances prevailing in 
the country in the 1950s 
when he said several polit- 
ical parties mushroomed, 
but these were quarrelling 
with one another and were 
affiliated and loyal to 
other Arab countries, with 
the result that problems of 
the Arab World at the time 
were transferred to the Jor- 
danian arena causing a set- 
back to political life in rhe 
Kingdom. 

Referring to other oppo- 
sition parties, the King 
said, “all in all. they do not 
include more than a thou- 
sand members put together 
but these parties should 
adjust to the Jordanian 
laws and 'regulations.” 

Referring to the govern- 
ment, the King said, “my 
government enjoys niy full 


confidence and it is now 
holding a dialogue with 
different parties, but the 
dialogue is not with partic- 
ular groups but with all 
parties and whoever wants 
to participate in the elec- 
tions and also with those 
who do not want to take 
part.” 

In his address, the King 
said. “Jordan is in a race 
against time and against 
others in the course of 
construction and in a bid 
to fulfil our aspirations 
and our fathers' and 
grandfathers* aspirations.” 

Referring to requests by 
the citizens of Tafileh 
voiced by prominent per- 
sonalities in their speeches 
at the rally. King Hussein 
said, “tourism projects 
will soon see the light.” 
noting that these projects 
will be at the Afra Spa and 
the Dana archaeological 
site. 

As for education. King 
Hussein said, “the Tafileh 
Community College is a 
nucleus for a university 


which will be created in 
Tafileh city.” 

He referred to Al Hasa 

■ ■ 

and the Jordan Valley 
region as industrial 
regions which he said will 
be given due attention in 
the course of developing 
the Tafileh Governorate. 

At the outset of the visit. 
King Hussein, who was 
accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes Hamzeh and 
Hashem. Prime Minister 
Abdul Sul am Majali and 
other officials, inspected 
the Prince Zeid Ben Al 
Hussein Military Hospital 
and was briefed on its 
activities. 

Later, the King visited 
the Tafileh Polytechnic 
College where he was 
briefed by it?; dean. Faisal 
Ghaishan, about the train- 
ing courses in the college 
which was established in 
1986. 


Politicians call on 
government to exert 

^ ’ JT 

more effort in dialogue 



UNICEF sees peril in falling 
aid to developing countries 


(Continued from page ]) 

except South East Asia 
and the Pacific. 

If governments sum- 
mon the will to earmark 
0.7 per dent of their 
gross national product 
(GNP) of Official 
Development Assistance 
(ODA). Ms. Bellamy 
said, the additional pro- 
ceeds would more than 
cover the additional $80 
billion over 10 years 
that the U-N. estimates 
is required to eliminate 
the worst aspects of 
global poverty: 

"■ The executive director 
said that the tailspin in 
aid levels is a direct 
challenge to the Con- 
vention on the Rights of 
the Child, which speaks 
to be plight of the 
world's poorest chil- 
dren. and to the work of 
the United Nations gen- 
erally — including Sec- 
retarv-General Kofi 
Annan’s ongoing effort 
to reform the U.N. sys- 
tem. i 

“Without adequate 3nd 
predictable flows of 
development aid.” Ms. 


Bellamy said, “the Unit- 
ed Nations can neither 
institute reform, nor 
meet rhe mandates laid 
down by member states, 
especially those for the 
elimination of poverty 
and the creation of an 
enabling environment 
for sustainable econom- 
ic growth and human 
development.” 

“Private investment 
and financing are 
absolutely vital if the 
poorest countries ore to 
emerge from poverty.” 
the UNICEF chief said, 
“yet they cannot attract 
the private sector with- 
out Official Develop- 
ment Assistance. ODA 
not only helps these 
countries weather pai- 
nful economic reforms, 
but enables them to cre- 
ate the social and eco- 
nomic infrastructure that 
is vital to development." 

According to the 
OECD report: made 

public on June 19. aver- 
age Official Develop- 
ment Assistance fell to 
0.25 per cent of com- 
bined GNP compared to 
0.27 per cent in 1995. 


These are the lowest 
ODA/GNP ratios 

recorded in the nearly 30 
years since the U.N- set 
u global aid target of 0.7 
per cent of GNP. 

In 1996. only four 
countries met or exceed- 
ed the 0.7 per cent tar- 
get: Denmark (1.04 per 
cent), the Netherlands 
(0.S3 per cent). Norway 
(0.85 per cent) and Swe- 
den (0.82 per cent). 

The OECD report 
noted that while average 
ODA fell in 1996. pri- 
vate flows to developing 
countries crew by nearly 
S80 billion to $234 bil- 
lion. mostly because of a 
steep rise in bond lend- 
ing. However, most of 
this private- sector 
money went to a handful 
of developing countries 
with rapidly growing 
economies. The poorest 
countries. especially 
those in sub-Saharan 
Africa, saw only negli- 
gible amounts. 


(Continued, from page 1) 

But Ibrahim Izzeddine. 
former minister of infor- 
mation. stressed the 
importance of the opposi- 
tion's participation in the 
elections in a bid to 
enhance the seven-year- 
old democratic process 
though urged the govern- 
ment to take stronger ini- 
tiatives in its dialogue 
with the opposition. 

“There is no alternative 
but to continue in the 
path of dialogue. (If 
opposition and politi- 
cians insist on boycotting 
the elections) it is the 
whole country and not 
the government who 
would be affected." Mr. 
Izzeddine said. “Democ- 
racy is not a luxury, it is 
something we need.” 

Until the speech of His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
Ma'an last week, the 
atmosphere between the 
government and the 
opposition was particu- 
larly tense. The Muslim 
Brotherhood. followed 
by the Islamic Action 
Front and most of the 
opposition political par- 
ties decided to boycott 
the elections against what 
they saw as massive 
infringements on democ- 
racy. They listed the elec- 
toral system, the Press 
and Publications Law.-the 
need to amend the Con- 
stitution. degradation in 
the economy and the tack 
of respect for public free- 
doms as main reasons for 
their boycott decision. 

In his speech, the King, 
pointing to the positive 
contributions of the 
opposition, ' Islamists in 
particular to the King- 
dom’s democratic experi- 
ence, stressed on the need 
of the participation of 
political forces in the 
upcoming elections and, 
calling for dialogue, the 
King expressed interest 
in seeing democracy 
thrive in the country. 

"The King was veiy 
clear in his speech (about 
the need to initiate dia- 
logue).” Mr. Izzeddine 
said. “The King has 
given a signal (of endors- 
ing dialogue) and so did 
the Islamists. Now there 
shoujd be positive signs 
from the government." 


fn their public states 
ments, the" Islamists 
showed willingness to 
reschedule some of their 
demands. Leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
Abdui Majid Thuneibat 
said in a previous inter: 
view to the Jordan Times 
that Islamists are not 
expecting things to 
change overnight. They 
know that the amendment 
of the Constitution, for 
example, can take time 
for it to happen, he said.' 

But the government can 
freeze the application of 
the Press and Publica- 
tions Law and promote 
public freedoms, was one 
of the suggestions of 
Islamic Action Front 
Deputy Bassam Emoush. 

Mr. Izzeddine. who 
pointed to the positive 
experience of Islamists in 
Jordan as a rare model in 
the Arab and Muslim 
World, stressed that the 
government should be 
more keen towards dia- 
logue with the largest 
opposition bloc in the 
country. He said the gov- 
ernment should be pres- 
sured into reaching a 
solution by taking 
stronger initiatives 
towards reconciliation 
with the opposition and 
the Islamists “who have 
already shown positive 
signs in that regard " 
George Haddad. a 
prominent columnist in 
Al-Dustour daily said the 
personalities who signed 
*he statement are ready to 
reverse their boycott 
decision if there was 
progress ' in dialogue 
between the opposition 
and the government. 

“The government has to 
take a step. The situation 
is unbearable,” Dr. Had- 
dad said. 

Analysts believe that 
the charged ■ atmosphere 
is expected to rein until 
ihe elections in Novem- 
ber unless the govern- 
ment takes drastic mea- 
sures “to stop appointing 
some and sacking others 
because of their opin- 
ions/* according to Mr. 
Izzeddine. 


(Continued from page 1) 

participants later .. had 
.dinner .together at . a 
restaurant in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 

The Palestinians’ West 
Bank security chief, .fib- 
ril Rajoub. who partiejr 
pared in the meeting, 
confirmed Monday that 
the Palestinians gave 
Israel some explosives 
found in a bomb factory 
in the West Bank town of 
Beit Sahour last month. 

Israel tested the explo- 
sives to see if .they 
matched those used in 
the bombing ' . in 
Jerusalem. Mr. Rajoub 
told AP. Mr. Rajoub said 
die Palestinians were not 
told by Israel whether the 
Beit Sahonr explosives 
were the same type as 
those used in the 
Jerusalem blast. 

The European Union 


envoy to _ the Middle 
East. Miguel Moratinox. 
also said Sunday's, meet-’..- 
ing. went, .well. "I. think . 
that the. Israelis jwijl now . 
come to be more satisfied! 
in security matters,” he' 
told -reporters after, a 
meeting- with Mr. Arafat 
in the Gaza Strip Mori: 
day. 

It was not clear when ' 
.and if the closure of the 
West ' Bank and .Gaza 
Strip would be eased, in 
response. to the bombing. 
Israel had* sealed the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, ■ barring 100.000 
Palestinian workers from 
their jobs in -Israel. Pales- 
tinians have complained 
that- the closure is stran- 
gling their economy. On 
Sunday. Mr. Arafat's 
self-rule government said, 
it would gradually imple-: ■ 
ment a boycott of Israeli . 
products ' to counter 


lsraeL'.y travel ban . and 
. economic sanctions. - ■ 

' In 'A first step Moodiiv 

■ .several Israel trucks* inv- 

■ 1 

,. ing- in bring Israeli gtjods 
into the Polestiniaii-eiHi- 
trolled .Gaza' Strip were 
turned back at a Palestin- 
ian. 'checkpoint.', a Pales- 
tinian colonel said. 

The officer. Hisham 
Dasuki. said certain 
- Israeli products, such as 
. fruits and. electronics, 
would not he allowed 
into the Ga/u Strip. He 
.would not say how many. 

■ trucks! were turned hack. 

Mr- Masri - said there 
was no official lists of 
Israeli products to he 
barred, but that in princi- 
pie the Palestinians 
would keep out all those 
products that are . also 
made in Palestinian fac- 
tories! 
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Palestinians formulating long-term 


plan to reduce dependence on Israel 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to rhe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A senior 
Palestinian official Monday 
said the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority i'PNA) is for- 
mulating a long-term plan 
to reduce the dependency of 
rhe Palestinian economy on 
Israel. 

The governor of the 
Palestinian Monetary' 
Authority (PMA). Fou’ad 
Bseiso. said the plan fol- 
lows the campaign 
announced Sunday by a 
PNA official to boycott 
Israeli-made goods as a 
protest against Israel's 
three- week long closure of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and as a strategy 
towards self-reliance. 

Dr. Bseiso said that plan 
would be implemented 
gradually and would 
involve encouraging maxi- 
mum use of “available 
resources" and maintaining 
a strict policy in all PNA 
departments in the West 
Bunk and the Gaza Strip. 

According to Dr. Bseiso 
"the Palestinian private and 
public institutions are 
working on creating a com- 
prehensive plan to deal with 
the continuous Israeli clo- 
sures of rhe Palestinian ter- 
ritories." 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Dr. Bseiso 
who was in Amman for a 
>hort visit, said 1996 fig- 
ures indicated that 90 per 

cent of the Palestinian 
■ 

imports come from Israel, 
with u total value of SI.3 
billion. The PNA foreign 


imports, including those 
from Israel, totalled S 1-5 
billion in the same year, 
while Palestinian’s exports 
to Israel totalled $278 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

“Our objective now is not 
a secret. We want to reduce 
our dependency on Israeli- 
made goods." he said. 

“This will have a very 
negative impacr on the 
Israeli economy because 
the Palestinian market is 
considered the second 
largest market for Israel 
after the U.S..“ Dr. Bseiso 
said. 

Dr. Bseiso's comments 
came amid continuous 
Israeli closures of the Pales- 
tinian territories following 
the July 30 double suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem, 
which killed 14 Israelis and 
injured 150. 

Palestinian figures indi- 
cated that in 1996. under 
Israeli government order, 
the Palestinian territories 
were closed 1 1 8 day com- 
pared with 9S days in 1 995. 
77 in 1994 and 43 days in 
the first eight months of this 
year. 

“The Israeli measures are 
disastrous on the Palestin- 
ian economy," said Dr. 
Bseiso. “They aim at killing 
the PNA's endeavour to 
rebuild the infrastructure of 
the Palestinian economy." 
The Palestinian official 

said the total loss to the 
■ 

economy from the closures 
amounted to $167.2 million 
since the siege was imposed 
— that is $8.8 million a 
day. 

The loss incurred because 


of Israeli decision to ban. 
more than 50.000 Palestin- 
ian workers to go to their 
jobs in Israel is estimated at 
$2 million a day. 

Dr. Bseiso added that the 
daily loss to the agriculture 
sector is estimated at $2 
million, the industrial sec- 
tor $ 1 .8 million, transporta- 
tion sector $1 million and 
trade $2 million. 

The Palestinian official 
said that the PMA has 
adopted several measures to 
avoid any monetary prob- 
lems for the 20 Palestinian 
and foreign banks repre- 
sented in the PNA, with a 
total of 7S branches. 

Among the problems that 
were expected is the 
decrease of the liquidity in 
these banks, the inability of 
the Palestinian banks' to 
move from one city to 
another, and the irregularity 
of cheques availability at 
the clearance houses. 

He added that the PMA 
has requested that the Cen- 
tral Bank of Israel interfere 
to ease these problems, in 
line with the monetary 
agreements signed between 
the two sides. 

Dr. Bseiso said that the 
newly-established Palestin- 
ian Stock Market in the 
West Bank town of Nablus 
has been negatively affect- 
ed because of the closures. 

To illustrate, he said that 
the total number of stocks 
that changed hands in the 
bourse on Aug. 10 reached 
4,431 shares with a total 
value of JD 14,953 com- 
pared with 140,970 shares, 
worth JD226.368 on Aug. 


6 . 


Dr. Bseiso said “the gen- 
eral performance of the 
bourse will continue to 
retreat if the closure contin- 
ue." 

“The Israeli measures are 
creating a polluted atmos- 
phere for investment in the 
Palestinian territories. No 
foreign investor will dare to 
invest in such a climate." 
Dr. Bseiso said. 

He said the Israeli deci- 
sion to freeze the payment 
of $50 million, which were 
earned from custom dudes 
and taxes, to the PNA has 
crippled the cash-strapped 
Palestinian authority and 
has held up salaries for 
civil and military employ- 
ees in the self-rule areas. 

According to the PaJestinr 
ian official, the PNA should 
receive $513 million from 
Israel annually, which con- 
stitute 63 per cent of the 
1997 annual budget rev- 
enues. 

Dr. Bseiso said the PNA 
should pay $42 million as 
salaries to these employees 
this month. 

The official said the PNA 
might borrow from Pales- 
tinian and foreign banks to 
pay for the salaries adding 
that the “borrowing will not 
be a problem for the short 
run, but it will be a great 
problem if the closure con- 
tinues.” 

“The siege is a financial 
disaster and will harm the 
peace process " Dr. Bseiso 
said. “Israel has to refrain 
from this policy and imple- 
ment what has been agreed 
upon with the Palestinians. 


Currency crisis in South East Asia 


highlights lack of financial reforms 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
South East Asia's currency 
turmoil has exposed the lack 
of financial reforms in the 
region to cope with rapid eco- 
nomic growth and capital 
Hows, economists have said. 

They also warned that a ten- 
dency to blame outsiders for 
the crisis, triggered by an 
effective devaluation of the 
Thai buhl on July 2. could 
lead lu a dilution of financial 
sector reforms which could 
aggravate economic prob- 
lems. 

Ulrich Hiemenz. director of 
the Paris-hosed Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), 
said large capital inflows that 
fuelled the region's economic 
boom could not be sustained 
if they were not backed up by 
financial sector reforms. 


■Therefore, it is not surpris- 
ing that the IMF (Internation- 
al Monetary Fund) position is 
that if the banking sector* is 
not up to the mark, one should 
be cautious about capital 
flows." he told the "1997 
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (APEC) roundtable" 
conference. 

Mr. Hiemenz said that 
South East Asia's financial 
services, being part of the 
larger services sector, needed 
a boost through reforms to 
cope with the explosive 
growth in manufacturing 
derived from foreign direct 
investments. “You can't keep 
one window open and the oth- 
ers shut," he said. 

Wendy Dobson, director of 
the University of Toronto's 
Centre for International Busi- 
ness. said there was concern 


over economies “turning 
inward” because of the cur- 
rency turmoil. 

"There needs to be under- 
standing that turning inward 
and stopping capital inflows 
and foreign direct investment 
is not a solution at all. Rather, 
it is to look to the framework 
of existing policies." she said 

Ms. Dobson said monetary 
supervision should be beefed 
up to ensure that nations had 
the economic tools to cope 
with explosive growth. 

“Often the framework is 
there but rt is not enforced and 
so supervisors don't look at 
asset quality, don't look at 
loan portfolios with a very 
hard head and say. maybe, 
there is too much real estate 
lending and we should cup 
that." she said. 

Ms. Dobson also criticised 


those who blamed outside 
forces for the currency tur- 
moil whose casualties have 
included the Philippine peso, 
the Malaysian ringgit, the 
Indonesian rupiah and the 
Singapore dollar besides the 
baht. 

Foreign ministers of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) who 
met in Kuala Lumpur last 
month, expressed concern 
over speculative attacks on 
their currencies, which have 
dipped against the U.S. dollar. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad singled 
out Hungarian-born billion- 
aire financier George Soros 
for the turmoil, saying he 
used his huge finances to bet 
on the U.S. dollar against the 
regional currencies. 
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ACROSS 
1 Oscar-winning 
director 
6 “The Good 
Queen" 

10 In boots 

14 Crazy as — 

15 Use abusive 
language 

16 Architect 
Saarinen 

17 Raves about 

18 Ratio words 

19 Restaurant item 

20 Frost poem 

22 Bargain- 
hunter’s delight 

23 Margarine 

24 Many a time 

25 Effort 

29 Final goals 

31 Floor mats used 
in Japan 

33 Feels remorse 

36 Author Hilaire 

37 Penetrate 

39 “ — of the Field" 

41 Incomplete 

42 Central 
Caucasians 

44 “Grand Ote — " 

45 Nautical term 

48 Bryophyte 

49 Feuded subject 

50 Entertainers in a 
sideshow 

56 Mohammedan 
magistrate 

57 D31, of yore 

58 Put some pep 
into 

59 Redolence 

60 Scarlett's place 

61 Kin of the 
giraffe 

62 Radial, in 
London 

63 God of love 

64 Wine type 
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Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Young elephant 

2 Mountain range 
in Kirghiz 

3 Serve tea 

4 Traveled 

5 Handle 

6 Takes offense 

7 Less strenuous 


8 “Roseanne” and 
"Ellen" 

9 Fruit of tfie 
blackthorn 

10 Torches 

11 City on the Hari 
Rud 

12 Church vestment 

13 Senior member 

21 Spots 

24 Walking — 
(elated) 

25 Theologian's 
degree 

26 Weight in Asia 

27 Leaderof tie Hits 

28 Go-getter 

30 Deadlock 

32 A bit dewy 

34 Cause to 
stumble 

35 Leave signs of 
damage 

38 English 
cathedral 

40 Graduate 
school group 

41 Cash in 
Santander 
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43 Foe of the 
corrida bull 

45 Scarf 

46 Like some eyes 

47 Intensity 

50 Lot 

51 Leaning 


52 “Kon — 

(Heyerdahl newel) 

53 Designer — 
Picone 

54 A used car, . 
sometimes 

55 Agitated state 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Forget <W 
dreaming today, labour 
on practical duties and 
listen carefully to the 
ideas of a helpful fellow 
associate. Drive with 
utmost care while on lie 
highway later this 
evening, thereby you can 
avoid any disagreements,. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Keep the faith ini 
someone who has done 

you wrong. Start planning 

for a brief, however, 
important business trip! 
Later this evening will be 
a good time for you and 
some close friends to par- 
ticipate in . recreational 
activities. . 

GEMINI: (May 2! toi' 
June 21) Follow up 
neglected family ti 
today which you have 
been in contact for 1 some- 
time. they might be helf- 
pul in an emergency. 
Keep close control of 
stress and don't allow it 
overwhelm your life. Get 
lots of sleep tonight. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Stay the 
course, stick to your 
plans, don't go off on any 
tangents at this time. A 
stranger could cause you 
grief, if you allow this 
person to get the better of 
you. Heed those closest to 
you or you could be hurt. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 1 Look at the examples 
of others today in order to 
better handle your own 
money affairs. Your mate 
may not be thinking 
clearly lately, so fce 
patient and you will dis- 
cover that everything will 
be normal. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Emphasis 
on values, don't allow 
your attitude to be com- 
pletely materialistic. Seek 
new and different ideas 
for getting your career 
activities more in. order. 
Later this evening will be 
good for.. meeting 
close friends. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Increase 
your productivity today 
by getting rid of inner 
ambiguity. Seek cheerful 
companions later this 
evening who will under- 
stand what your difficul- 
ties are. This is a good 
time for you to seek out 
knowledgeable people for 
advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Avoid 
one who might waste 
your time today and seek 
those who appreciate 
your talents. Potential for 
greater prosperity exists, 
if you are willing go after 
it with full force. Pace 
yourself until later this 
evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Take a critical look at the 
manner you are handling 
your daily activities, and 
make changes if they are 
necessary. Avoid dis- 
agreements at home, 
especially with your 
loved ones. Have a confi- 
dential talk with a friend. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
may heed stronger finan- 
cial backing today to get a 
new project at the stage of 
completion. Labour on 
personal relations with 
regular contacts. New 
outlets may be of great 
interest, especially 

towards a bigwig. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Put 
more love and energy into 
your home life and show 
that you do appreciate the 
feelings of all who live 
under your roof. There's a 
potential to transcend old 
difficulties if you are sen- 
sible. Challenge limita- 
tions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Ideas of others 
are worthwhile today and 
well-intended, so make 
the effort to consult with 
a knowledgeable person. 
Try not to fiMI victim to a 
fellow associate’s self- 
opinionated tendency. 
Get out and see dose 
friends. 
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Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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High prices presage era of food scarcity 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Ttefjajn price increases of 
the nud-Jl 990s suggest the 
world is zisQvnig into an -era 
of food scarcity, the think 
tank World Watch Institute 
said on Saturday in a report 
that cited himdles to boost- 
ing food output. 

"All the key food security 
indicators- signal a shift 
from surplus to scarcity” 
said the report. 

In the report and m an 
interview, institute presi- 
dent, Lester Brown said 
food-importing. nations 
should , ponder how to 
ensure there is enough food 
for their citizens without 
risky jcdkuice on outside 
sources. ■ 

‘it's die risk of being 


grain-dependent," Mr. 
Brown said. 

The nations of Hast Asia, 
Northern Africa and the 
Middle East import at least 
half of their grain. There is 
a limited number of large- 
volume grain exporters — 
Argentina, Australia. Cana- 
da. the European Union 
and the United States. 

“Food scarcity may pro- 
vide the environmental 
wake-up call the world has 
Jong needed" said the 
report entitled “The Agri- 
cultural Link.” 

"Rising food prices may 
indicate the urgency of 
reversing the trends of 
environmental degradation 
before resulting political 
iasiability reaches the point 
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Amman ranks the fifth 
highest most expensive city 

in Africa and the Mideast 

** AMMAN IS the fifth most expensive city in the 
Africa and Middle East region, a survey conducted by 
the Resources Corporate Group shows. Tel Aviv ranked 
first and was followed by Cairo. Dubai. Abu Dhabi and 
then Amman. On a list of 145 cities surveyed around 
the world. Amman was in the 33rd place whereas Tel 
Aviv was in the 2 1 st place and Cairo in the 30th. 

According to the United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme's Human Development Report For the year 
1997, the ranking of the Kingdom dropped from the 
70th rank to the 84th place in the field of human devel- 
opment The report covered 174 countries around the 
globe. The index for poverty showed Jordan in the 
eighth, rank among the world developing countries. 

A government official said recently that there is 
always a black out on actual figures and facts. He 
pointed out that the government calculates the average 
rate of inflation on the basis of a basket consisting of 
600 basic and non-essential products when such a bas- 
ket should contain only between 40 to 48 products. He 
explained that prices of basic commodities rise quickly 
whereas prices of non-essential goods stay unchanged 
or might even decline slightly. 

-The official emphasised the importance of reconsid- 
ering the-metbodef calculating inflation by -tracing the- 
prices of around 48 basic products which are in heavy 
demand, as such, “we will find out that the rate of infla- 
tion is much higher than the announced figures.” 

He revealed that a recent study has showed that the 
rate of unemployment in the Kingdom exceeds 25 per 
cent and is not 14 per cent as publicly announced. 

Furthermore, he added, tfie actual rate of poverty in 
Jordan is 32 per cent and not 20 per cent because the 
calculation should not measure the number of poor 
families to the total number of families as some fami- 
lies have an average of more than nine members com- 
pared to others where the average number of members 
in the family is less than six. 

Noting that the rise in prices and inflation was not 
met by an adequate increase in incomes, the official 
source indicated that civil servants earn about JD158 
per month and that such an income has not improved 
for the past three years. 

"If compared to die wages of 1990. the monthly 
salary has now declined to about JD96 relative to the 
increase in prices,” he concluded i AJ Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I forgot which kind of flavored coffee 
you like. Is Sour Cream & Onion okay? 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by H*nd Arnold and MUw Anjfrion 


Unscramble these tour jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


-1 

EE2SI 


1 

' N 

t 

□ 

Kmltal 

□ 
a Santa 

□ 

■.toe. 
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. My head Is 

Trus to spinrina 

tough , ^ ^ 


FRADT 
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YOWHLL 
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r y y 

J 



LOSTCY 


r y Y v 

JJ 


ENTRANCE EXAMS 
CAN LEAVE YOU 
WITH THIS. 

i 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


pfestwtiay's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbtes: FUNNY AWOKE PIRACY DEFAME 
Answer What the Olympic sprinter dd when he 
reared - HE RAN FOR OFFICE 


where economic progress 
is no longer possible” it 
said. 

World com and wheat 
prices reached record levels 
in early 1995 when short 
crops and high demand 
sharply reduced the size of 
global stockpiles. Prices 
have retreated somewhat. 

Even with the forecast 
large crops this year, the 
world will see the third 
year in a row when stock- 
piles equal less than 60 
days of use. ‘'well below 
the 70-day minimum need- 
ed to cushion even one 
poor harvest.” the report 
said. 

“It means regardless of 
what happens ... we're 
going to be close to the 
edge,” Mr. Brown said. 

The report listed several 
possible constraints on 


expansion of food produc- 
tion — urban demands for 
water now used for irriga- 
tion. land lost to erosion 
and urban sprawl, and stag- 
nant yields — to suggest 
food would he the Hr si area 
where economic demands 
would collide with environ- 
mental limits. 

It may be nine, the report 
said, to reconsider use of 
land for non-essential 
crops. An end to tobacco 
cultivation would free 12.5 
million acres enough to 
grow 15 million metric 
tonnes of grain. In the event 
of a world food emergency, 
a "meat lax" on consump- 
tion of livestock products 
would mean more grain for 
direct human consumption. 


Qatari bourse surges ahead on high demand 


ABU DHABI(AFP) — 
Qatar's burgeoning 
bourse is surging ahead 
as more in\ estors join 
the market and most 
trading institutions 

report strong perfor- 
mances, bourse officials 
have said. 

Two months after the 
Doha Securities Market 
(DSM) was inaugurated, 
the market capitalisation 
of its [7 listed banks and 
companies has jumped 
by more than 40 per cent 
and the index has gained 
around 1 6 points. 

“The market is very 
active compared to 
share-dealing before it 
started operation." 

DSM's acting manager, 
Ghanem A! Hamadi. told 
AFP. 

“The establishment of 


the bou^c has boosted 
the confidence of 
investors and this has 
combined with good per- 
formance of trading 
companies to keep the 
market busy. We expect 
it to get busier after the 
summer holiday s “ he 
said. 

From around six billion 
rivals < S 1 .64 billion } 
before the bourse was 
launched on May 26, the 
capitalisation of the list- 
ed institutions soared to 
nearlv 8.5 billion riyals 
i S2.33 billion). 

The index climbed to 
146 points this week 
from 130 two months 
ago while turnover, the 
value of traded shares, 
totalled around 48 mil- 
lion riyals (S 1 3. 1 mil- 
lion) durine June and 
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DXV. 


ROm 
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NO. OP VALUX OPES 

SHARES TRADED PRICE 

JD 



PRICE 


298.000 219.000 ARAB BANK 

2.340 1.680 JOR. NATIONAL U. 

1*210 a 880 HID. EAST ZRV.BK. 

2.480 2.160 INDUSTRIAL DIV.BK. 

4.180 2.440 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

1.090 .760 JOR.GULP BANK 

4.090 3.480 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

1.7SO 1.110 UNION BK.SAV.XtNi 

1.440 .890 PtIILADEL.XKV.BK. 


13.3 

■ 

59.8 

8.9 

11.3 
4.6 

19.5 

P 

9 


1.38 
0.00 
0.00 
7.35 
0.00 
9.09 
3- 14 
0.00 
0.00 


1 

33 

2 

10 

18 

3 
14 

4 
1 


20 

10987 

S00 

14600 

3329 

1000 

6613 

418 

2000 


5780 

21948 

458 

33708 

10519 

745 

25260 

530 

1900 


289.00 

2.00 

.91 

2- 33 
3.06 

-79 

3- 31 
1.27 
1.00 


289.00 
2.00 
.91 
2.30 
3.18 
.77 
3. 82 
1.28 
.95 


.03- 

.12< 

. 01 * 

. 01 ' 

. 01 ' 

.05- 



UM SECTOR TOTALS XKOEXt 213 

.62 iCHGr 

+0.02 

86 

39467 

100867 





2.230 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INS PR. 

4.8 

11.53 

1 

200 

338 

1-66 

1.69 

.03+ 


ZKSOftAMCS SECTOR TOTALS INDEX 1 114.20 *CUG3 

+0.16 

1 

200 

338 





1.820 

1.500 

JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

8.1 

5.99 

32 

26436 

43968 

1.67 

1.67 


T 

1.700 

1.320 

ZRBIO KLECTVCXT7 

10.7 

6.42 

18 

12693 

22710 

1.70 

1.79 

.09+ 


1.550 

.930 

KATL- PORTFOLIO 

0 

0.00 

9 

4444 

5995 

1.37 

1.35 

.02- 


1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE DW. 

12. B 

6.52 

1 

100 

92 

.96 

.92 

.04- 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB imL.Zirv.EDOC. 

8.3 

0.00 

24 

15900 

49501 

3.06 

3.17 

.11* 


1.220 

.930 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

8 

24930 

24607 

.98 

.99 

.01* 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

1 

50 

89 

1.77 

1.77 

- 


snvxcB 

SSCTOfi 

TOTALS INDEX i 110.60 *CBGi 

+0.52 

93 

84553 

146961 





1.170 

.930 

ATZAIfOEEB 

g 

0.00 

3 

2500 

2500 

1.33 

1.00 

-03— 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

26.7 

2.77 

31 

14489 

57418 

3.97 

3.97 

— 


4.140 

2.750 

JOft.PBQSPHATE MINES 

10.8 

2.56 

2 

1500 

5850 

3.95 

3.90 

.05- 


7.050 

5.100 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.2 

3.28 

2 

245 

1490 

6.10 

6.10 

- 


10.250 

9.040 

JOR. PETROL. REF XN ARY 

9.8 

8.77 

22 

1144 

11603 

10.08 

10.13 

.05+ 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL GOMK-AGR. 

9 

0.00 

8 

2249 

4069 

1.60 

1.82 

.02+ 


4.250 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. HMU. 

11.4 

4.82 

29 

10404 

43223 

4.14 

4.15 

.01* 


5.650 

4.300 

DAR ALDAMR DV.ZNV. 

13.2 

4.63 

5 

830 

4479 

S. 44 

5.40 

.04- 


3.850 

2.400 

ARAB ALUM. ZED- 

5.7 

10.33 

4 

1725 

4148 

2.40 

2.42 

.02+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 8 POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

3 

1250 

508 

.47 

.47 

- 


1.300 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER OONV.TRD. 

31.6 

0.00 

2 

5500 

5720 

1.04 

1.04 

- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

520 

.52 

.52 

— 


1.210 

• 510 

INTERNED. PSTRO.CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

10 

B350 

4634 

• 55 

.56 

.01+ 


.900 

.530 

JOR- ROCKWOOL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

2 

1250 

825 

.66 

• 66 

- 


3.000 

2.130 

NATL. GABLE tfXRE.MPAC 

36.6 

' 0.00 

S 

550 

1242 

2-28 

2.28 

- 


.920 

.530 

JOR. 5ULPRO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

6 

4250 

r 2640 

.64 

' .62 

-02- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CUEM. 

17.0 

5.26 

3 

1050 

1397 

1.32 

1.33 

.01+ 


1.9,70 

1.080 

UN IV. HOOK. ZEDS. 

P 

.21 

16 

6000 

7467 

1.26 

1.25 

.01- 

4 

1.510 

.990 

JOR. ZEDS - RESOURCES 

13.0 

10.31 

30 

11963 

11554 

.99 

.97 

.02- 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

: 14.5 

4.55 

18 

103*75 

157358 

1.57 

1.54 

.03- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. HEM CABLE CO. 

15.8 

0.00 

6 

2950 

2537 

. B6 

.86 

- 


2.090 

1.340 

EL -BAY READY HEAR 

52.1 

0.00 

5 

647 

960 ' 

1.50 

1.48 

.02- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACOO 

6.2 

0.00 

10 

4561 

5197 

1.14 

1.14 

— 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VK. 

45.9 

0.00 

47 

44845 

44394 

.96 

1.01 

.05+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS ZHDBXi 121. 

.80 *CHGk 

-0.17 

271 

231427 

381712 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX 3 163.97 *CBG: 

-0.02 

451 

355647 

629877 
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MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 
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18/08/ 1997 





.630 

.340 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

g 

0.00 

4 

6500 

2225 

.34 

.35 

.01* 


• 650 

.400 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

11.2 

0.00 

9 

21150 

8582 

.40 

• 42 

.02+ 


1.550 

1.070 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

70.2 

0.00 

1 

500 

535 

1-13 

1.07 

.06— 

B 

.950 

.540 

JOR. Fin. I NV. CO- 

P 

0.00 

12 

13600 

7551 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


.840 

.660 

ONION INV. SO* 

g 

0.00 

7 

35049 

7009 

.70 

.70 

— 


.570 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

19 

30250 

11949 

.39 

.40 

.01+ 

K 

• 950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ XKV.CO. 

p 

0.00 

6 

56200 

47770 

.85 

.85 

- 

N 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWLXYAB 75* 

68.1 

0.00 

14 

36676 

16523 

.70 

.71 

.01+ 


.730 

.510 

ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

9 

0.00 

10 

5400 

2864 

.53 

.53 

— 


- .570 

.380 

ARAB INTL.ZNV.TRD. 

47.2 

0.00 

1 

150 

62 

.41 

.41 

— 


.750 

.400 

NATL. MOLT. BBG.NAMXCO 

g 

0.00 

21 

33550 

15433 

.46 

.46 

- 


.820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

35.3 

6.41 

10 

9050 

7110 

.80 

.78 

.02- 


.580 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

g 

0.00 

1 

1000 

500 

.50 

.50 

- 


.730 

.580 

HIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

6 

5000 

1800 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


1.190 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

g 

0.00 

19 

13682 

10305 

.97 

1.02 

.05+ 


•670 

.550 

RASI PHARM. 85* 

B 

0.00 

0 

13046 

5671 

.60 

• 60 

— 


.570 

.320 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

9 

6850 

2319 

.33 

.34 

.01+ 

4 

.520 

.240 

X. TEXTILE KANUF. 

g 

0.00 

1 

350 

81 

• 24 

.23 

.01- 

4 

.760 

• 530 

PEARL SAN. P. OONV. 

E 

o.oo 

2 

450 

225 

.53 

.50 

.03- 

B 

1.000 

.730 

NAT. JLLOMXHIBX. 75* 

P 

0.00 

3B 

104800 

51360 

.74 

.75 

.01+ 


.860 

.590 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

15.63 

2 

2000 

1270 

.64 

.64 

— 
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39S253 
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July, bourse figures 
showed. 

“This is a high figure 
considering the usually 
quici summer months. 
There is no doubt it will 
be sharply higher later 
this year." Mr. Hamadi 
said. 

Qatar opened the for- 
mal exchange in a bid to 
attract investment as part 
of reforms launched by 
Emir Hamad Ben Khali- 
fa Al Thani. 

Share dealing had been 
conducted through banks 
and brokers and Qatar 
had one of the lowest 
levels of turnover in the 
region because 

of investor reluctance 
in the absence of a floor 
and information on cor- 
porate results. 

Trading remains con- 
fined to Qataris but 
bourse officials >a> there 
are plans to join Saudi 
Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in 
setting up mutual funds 
which will site access to 
foreign investors. 

“A law governing such 
funds has been enacted. 
We expect it to be 
enforced early next year 
and such funds could 
then materialise," Mr. 
Hamadi said. 

He said mutual funds 


would activate the mar- 
ket by boosting share 
prices and attract the 
savings of the large for- 
eign community in the 
Gulf country. 

Asked whether for- 
eigners would be 
allowed to own shares in 
the listed companies, he 
said: "There are plans to 
open up the market for 
expatriates. The mutual 
funds are just a begin- 
ning. We believe in step 
b\ step." 

Mr. Hamadi said DSM 
has approved an applica- 
tion from a local compa- 
ny to be listed next week 
* 

and three other firms will 
join the bourse in the 
next three months. 

Qatar, the third biggest 
gas power in the world, 
is the fourth Gulf Coop- 
eration Council state to 
ha\e an official 
exchange. 

Bahrain. Kuwait and 
Oman already have 
floors while the UAE 
also intends u> set up 
such a project. 

In Saudi Arabia, share 
dealing is conducted 
through the most 
advanced bank network 
in the Middle East. U 
accounts for nearly half 
the total Arab capitalisa- 
tion. 


China’s oil giant 
Sinopec to lay off 
thousands of employees 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
China Petrochemical 
Corp. (Sinopec) will lay 
off about a third of its 
650.000 employees 
under a programme to 
upgrade and streamline 
its businesses, (he China 
daily Business Weekly 
has said. 

"We are overstaffed 
compared to petrochemi- 
cal firms in developed 
countries " Sinopec Pres- 
ident Sheng Huaren was 
quoted as saying by the 
paper. 

Mr. Sheng did not pro- 
vide a timetable for the 
massive layoff but the 
report said "jobs will be 
created by new business- 
es from other industries 
to employ the laid-off 
people." 

He said Sinopec would 
also "hone its competi- 
tive edge to keep its lead- 
ing position in the 
domestic market by 
speeding up technical 
progress.” 

The modernisation 
drive would be carried 
out as the world's petro- 
chemical giants tapped 
into the Chinese market, 
with competition in the 
lubrication oil market 
from Esso, British Petro- 
leum and Shell among 


existing 


to 

and 

the 


others, the report said. 

To meet the competi- 
tion. Mr. Sheng said 
Sinopec "would nol 
establish new refinery 
enterprises in the next 
three years” 

“Instead, it is expected 
to reconstruct 
current enterprises 
improve quality 
increase quality." 
weekly paper said. 

Half of fixed invest- 
ment capital until 2000 
would go to technical 
innovations. Mr. Sheng 
said. 

The modernisation 
efforts would see 
Sinopec doubling pro- 
duction at five ethylene 
plants to 600.000 tonnes 
annually, the paper said. 

Renovations and 

expansion have already 
helped one of the corpo- 
ration's plants. Zhenhai 
Refinery and Petrochem- 
ical Co., to increase its 
refining capacity to eight 
million tonnes from 5.5 
million tonnes. 

New expansion pro- 
jects should bring capac- 
ity up to 16 million 
tonnes, the paper said. 

Sinopec companies 
refined 118 million 
tonnes of crude oil last 
year. 
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Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax> 810520 

079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fflrfi 
.at our shop and get ' 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* ' Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grfndlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



FOR YOUR M 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdcti 
to Airport and Back 


SpeciGi Reduced Fares ar 
5C0 F:i$ For Airport Staff 
and cur Frequent Customer? 


For Further Details call ■ 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdali Btanch 6533 13 


tym AdebtM* % /4 mm** 



Quality Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes " DaDy & 
long Stty * Reasonable Rates 



crown HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

• SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

' FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 




The place to be if its (Hi CD 


* We buy , # 
sell & trade 

CDs 

LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

New 

arrivals Daily 

• • 

Shmei 

sani. next to shmeisani cost office J 
Tel. 700624 - Fax 604183 j 
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Sports 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, August 19,1997 



Cameroon joins 

African qualifiers 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — The African 
qualifiers for the 1998 World Cup ended on 
Sunday with Cameroon booking a place in 
France and fellow finalists Nigeria suffer- 
ing a rare defeat. 

North African giants Tunisia and Egypt 
went on scoring sprees at home and Ghana 
ended another disappointing campaign with 
a shock home loss to Sierra Leone. 

Cameroon joined Nigeria. Tunisia. South 
Africa and Morocco as the African repre- 
sentatives at the quadrennial football show- 
case by defeating Zimbabwe 2- 1 in Harare. 

Japanese- based striker Patrick Mboma 
struck twice within 1 1 minutes early in the 
second half for the indomitable lions, who 
had lost on three previous visits to the 
Zimbabwean capital. 

Bernard Tchoutang, who has been on trial 
with English First Division club Swindon 
town, was twice foiled by the woodwork 
before Edelbert Dinha grabbed a late con- 
solation goal. 

Nigeria surrendered a 13-match unbeaten 
record in World Cup qualifiers stretching 


back to I9S9 when Fode Camara scored the 
only goal midway through the second half 
in Guinea. 

Egypt followed up their eight-goal rout of 
Ethiopia in the African Nations Cup last 
month by slamming five past Liberia in 
Alexandria with defender Samir Kamouna 
among the marksmen. 

German-based midfielder Zoubeir Beya 
was on target in each half as Tunisia tri- 
umphed 4-0 at home to Namibia in a match 
delayed 24 hours because the visitors 
arrived late. 

Goals from Jamiru Amidu and 
Mohammed Kallon earned Sierra Leone a 
2-0 victory over Ghana, second place 
behind Morocco in Group 5. and put the 
future of black stars Dutch coach Rinus 
Israel in doubt. 

Paulo Jorge Da Silva gave Angola the lead 
in Togo on the stroke of half-time only for 
Tunisian- based striker Wadja Lantam to 
level 120 seconds into the second half. 














A combo photograph showing Italian soccer player Robert Baggio as be showed 
up for training in Bologna August 16 (R) and with his famous ponytail (L) dur- 
ing a match on April 28, 1996. The most famous ponytail in world soccer has 
been given the chop and now lies quietly in a drawer in Baggio's house in north- 
ern Italy. The Italian striker told reporters he was tired of having long hair 
when he turned up to a weekend training session in his new hair style (Reuters 
photo) 


Juventus send Inter poison 

■ 

dart over Ronaldo 


MILAN I AFP) — Juventus 
boss Giovanni Agnelli has 
tired u poison dan at Inter 
Milan, warning them that 
Ronaldo will be no guaran- 
tee of success this season. 

Agnelli, whose family 
control ihe fiat car empire 
jnd who also own Juventus, 
said of the 20-year-old 
Brazilian: “He could be use- 
ful, but he won't be 
enough.” 

The club's honorary presi- 
dent also doubted repons 


that Inter stand to earn 
around $200 million from 
Ronaldo over the next nine 
years of his contract. 

”Jt*s difficult to always to 
do great business over foot- 
ballers and I'm not con- 
vinced that Ronaldo will be 
a great piece of business,” 
he said. “I hope for Inter's 
sake that he is. but I'm not 
so sure about it. 

“He’s a very good player, 
the best player around ar the 
moment, but just because 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
£ TANNAH HtftSCH 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 


NORTH 

+AQJ85 

VS 

0AQ84 

*KJ3 


to show po w e r. Whoa no spade fit 
could be round. North accepted 
three no trump as the final con- 


*K109 

?9B? 

O10938 

*968 


SOUTH 

*2 

VJ 4 3 2 
0 J76G 
*AQG4 


EAST 

*7643 

UAKQ10B 

OK 

*1087 


West led the nine <tf hearts. East 
took the aoe. king and qoeen of the 
suit (it could have bees better to 
duck the first trick) and led another 
to set up a bog heart 
Declarer, Chip Martel of Davis, 
Calif, could count only she tricks 
outside of It was highly 

unfikefr that the spade suit mold 
produce three mere without East 
the lead, although it was 
pnsgflflft that West held one king. If 
it was ths king of diamonds, all was 
well, since the suit could be manip- 
ulated to produce three tricks. If 
Wept held the king of spades, ■ 


1NT 

a* 

SST 


O pening leads Nine of C? 

Before embarking on the play as 
declarer, count your tricks. You wfll 
he surprised how often it win point 
ths way to the winning line- This 
h H is from the recent Fall North 
Am erican Championships in 
Atlantfl- 

Si nr* a ba landng double can be 
on no more than 10- 11 points 
NortL cue-bid on the s e cond round 


As the cards by, declarer noticed 
that, since only three diamond 
tri ck s were needed, the hand could 
be guaranteed on any 3-8 split if 
West held the king, or on a 4-1 
break if East held a Bingham K. 10 
or 6. South abapb led a diamond to 
the ass, amam Tinting his majesty. 


Had the ilnglptnri 
9, de cl arer would e 


the 10 or 
w with a 
Later, the 


|9or the fulfilling trick. Naturally, 
declarer would spurn the spade 


you’ve got him in your team 
it doesn't mean to say that 
you're going to win every- 
thing.” 

Inter president Massimo 
Moratti refused to rise to the 
bait. 

“It seems that he wishes 
inter and Ronaldo well, and 
that's a nice, friendly thing 
to do." said the oil magnate. 
“1 hope he's sincere about 
it. 

“1 took a gamble by buy- 
ing Ronaldo, and i hope it 
will be a winner. For the 
moment. I'm happy.” 

Agnelli also tried to 
dampen down AC Milan's 
optimism that coach Fabio 
Capello has returned to take 
the club back to the top — 
starting with Tuesday 
night's Berlusconi trophy 
match here against 
Juventus. 

“The best coach in the 
world is our Marcello Lippi. 
Fabio Capello was a good 
player at Juventus and has 
become a good coach. 

But we've got the best 
coach in the world and 
we’re keeping him.” 

Agnelli seized on the 
numerous changes that have 
been made in Milan's 
squad, with I i new signings 
in the wake of their dismal 
season. 

“Milan have the squad 
with the most scar players 
overall.” he said, before 
adding: “But having star 
players is one thing and 
having the most well-organ- 
ised team is another. And 
that takes time.” 


Brolin 
in more 
trouble 
with 
Leeds 


LEEDS t AFP) — 
Maverick Leeds striker 
Tomas Brolin is heading 

for a fresh confrontation 
with the English 
Premiership club after crit- 
icising manager George 
Graham over the weekend. 

The Swedish internation- 
al, whose career has gone 
into steep decline since 
moving from Parma nearly 
two years ago. accused 
Graham of ignoring him 
and trying to kick him out 
of the club. 

The 27-year-old insisted 
he was told he had a chance 
to salvage his place in the 
leeds side, despite walking 
out on the club last autumn 
and spending six months 
on loan to Serie A giants 
Parma. 

Brolin eventually 

returned towards the end of 
pre-season and he says 
that, even though he 
worked hard in training, 
graham has not given him a 
chance to prove his worth. 

“After telling me 1 could 
save my career at leeds and 
make a go of it this season, 
all they've done is cry to 
kick me out,” said BroUn. 

“If George has a problem 
with me he could at least 
say something to ray face. 
“Instead, he has given me 
the silent treatment and any 
news about my future has 
come second or third hand. 
I’m not just hurt and angry. 
I'm confused.” 

Graham is now likely to 
step up his bid to try and 
sell hifn and recoup some 
money before the Bosman 
ruling takes effect and 
Brolin can leave on a free 
transfer. 

Graham said the club will 
take disciplinary action 
against Brolin, confirming: 
“1 have not read the full 
piece. AH 1 know is what 1 
have read on teletext. But 
the matter will be handled 
internally.” 


Johnson finishes 



LONDON (AFP) — World 
record-holder Michael 
Johnson suffered the 
ignominy of being beaten 
by three British runners in a 
rare 200 metres outing at 
the Crystal Palace interna- 
tional athletics meeting here 
on Sunday. 

Veteran Doug turner 
claimed on astonishing vic- 
tory in 20.73 seconds as 
Johnson, who won the 
world 400m title in Athens 
earlier this month, trailed in 
a sad filth in 20.87, over a 
second and a half down on 
his world record. 

Briton Marcus Adam, who 
amazingly has beaten 
Johnson five times in his 
last nine races against the 
American, was second in 
20.74 ahead of compatriot 
James Golding (20.80) and 
Latvian Sergei Insokov 
(20.85). 

Johnson left the 9,000 
fans feeling short-changed 
after being paid an estimat- 
ed 60,000 pounds in appear- 
ance money. 

The dual Olympic cham- 
pion also pulled out of the 
4x400m relay and hurried 
away from the stadium in 
south London with his man- 
ager Brad Hunt without 
offering any explanation. 

“He looked to me that his 
heart just wasn't in it.” said 
Turner of the American. “1 
think he was just running 
for the money and to keep 
the people happy." 

Winner Turner is still in 
the throws of a battle with 
the British authorities over a 
positive drugs test. 

Turner was banned by the 
Scottish Gaines Association 



World record bolder and Olympic champion Micbaei Johnson (G). of the Parted 
States spruits with British challengers Daniel Money (L) and Julian Golding towards 
the finish line In the 200 metre event daring an exhibition athletics challenge at 
Crystal Palace. Johnson finished only m fifth place in a pedestrian time of 20JF7* one- 

and-a-half seconds outside his world record time of 19.32 (Reuters photo) 

• ■ • " • ■ 

for three months after test- the country because the . Briton . Iwan ; Thomas. 


for three months after test- 
ing positive for ephedrine at 
the annual professional 
meeting in Edinburgh over 
the New Year. 

But he competed at the 
world indoor champi- 
onships in Paris last March 
while still under that sus- 
pension because the SGA 
did not inform the British 
Athletic Federation of the 
ban. 

Turner, who is due to meet 
BAF sometime in the future 
to sort out the dispute, said: 
“1 don't know how I ended 
up with the drug. 1 am still 
trying to work that out. 

“I can't even run outside 


I AAF want to find out from 
the BAF. what happened.' 
I'm very angry that it's.still 
going on”. 

Though there was defeat 
lor one Olympic champion.! 

the other on view — 

■ ■ 

Canada's . world record 
holder Donovan ‘ Bailey — 
recorded a comfortable vie-, 
tory in the 100m. 

Bailey, who lost his world 
crown in Athens earlier this 
month oiid struggled in 
Zurich lust Wednesday, won 
in I0.!3secs from.his inter- 
national select teammate 
Vince Henderson of the 
United States ( 10.22). ' . . 


another returning to the 
track for the first time since 
Athens, comfortably won 
the 400m. ' ' 

” 7 " 

Thomas, whose brave hid 
for ' world championship 
glory ended with defeat at 
the hands of Johnson and no 
medak won in 44.69 from 
American Antonio 

Pettigrew ' (44.94) javelin 
thrower Steve Bocklev was 
beaten by Marius Corbett, 
who' had denied him the 
gold at the world champi- 
onships.- His longest thnm 
oF 87. 14 being 32cm dm\ n 
oh the South African. • ■ 


* a , , ■ * 

Sydney to host 1999 Pan Pacific Championships 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney, site of the 2000 Olympic 
Games, was Monday confirmed as the venue for the 
1999 Pan Pacific Swimming Championships and the 
next three Australian World Cup swimming legs. 

New South Wales Sports Minister Gabrielle Harrison 
announced here that all of the events Will be staged in the 
new Sydney International Aquatic Centre at Homebush. 
west of the city, which would be the venue for the 2000 
Olympic swimming competition.' 

Australia is also hosting the next World Swimming 
Championships in Perth in January. 

“Over the next three years, we will get a taste of what 
the Olympics will bring us with all of the world's hest 


swimmers in action against .our own tremendous, home- 
grown tuleni.*' Harrison said at (he. announcement.' 

“It will. also present an opportunity for the venue oper- 
ators and swimming officials to fine-tune procedure* 
well before the Olympic Games.” 

The Pan Pacific Championships, which draws swim- 
mers from Pacific rim * nations, was- last staged M 
Fukuoka in Japan this month. ' : 

The next World Cup Australian ieg is : scheduled here 
next January after the Perth World Championships. 


Kafelnikov wins second title of year Bolton 


NEW HAVEN. Connecticut 
(AFP) — Russia's Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov won his second 
title of 1997 and rose to 
third in rhe ATP rankings by 
beating eighth seed Pat 
Rafter 7-6 (7/4), 6-4, in the 
international final Sunday. 

Top seed Kafelnikov won 
S 150.000 by downing the 
Australian here at the S i 
million event a hardcourt 
tuneup for the U.S. Open 
that begins August 25 in 
New York. 

Rafter, who has lost all 
four of his ATP finals this 
year, settled for a consola- 
tion check of SSO.OOO and 
the knowledge that his run 
lifted him to a career high of 
14th in the world. 

Rafter became the ATP’s 
highest-ranked Australian, 
passing Mark Philippoussis. 

Playing in hot but less 
humid conditions than those 
made his semi-final an 
ordeal, Kafelnikov held a 
slight edge through the first 
set. with Rafter having to 
save two break points in the 
opening came and another 
at 3-3. 

After taking the tie-break- 
er, Kafelnikov held off two 
break points to hold for 1-0 
in the second set and brake 
for 2-0 with two fine service 
returns and then a double- 
fault from Rafter. 

Rafter, who drew the 
major support from an 
appreciative crowd fur his 



Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

gallant running and a couple 
of close calls that went 
against him. grabbed a life- 


line by breaking Kafelnikov 
for the only time as the 
Russian served for the 


match at 5-3. 

Kafelnikov remained calm 
and gained his first match 
point in the next game when 
Rafter netted a forehand 
volley. Rafter fired his 10th 
ace to hold off defeat, but a 
backhand pass from 
Kafelnikov and a long back- 
hand from rafter ended the 
90-minute contest. 

“i wanted to get on top of- 
my gome this week and be 
ready for the U-S. Open, 
and it couldn't be any better 
than this*” said Kafelnikov, 
who knew he would have 
many chances to earn points 
by passing Rafter. Thar was 
especially crucial in the 
final game. ' 

“He -thought he' would, 
have no chance on the base- 
line against me and I think 
he was right, but fortunately 
I was able to pass him. if it 
had got to 5-S, you don't 
know what could happen.” 
Rafter, who' had contested 
three consecutive night 
matches, admitted he was 
knocked’ back by the heat: ' 
“It was very hot and I had- 
n't played in those condi- 
tions all week,“ he 'said. “If 
was difficult for the game I 
have. But there are a lot of 

I “ ■ a 

positives to- take out of the- 
week. 1 had lots of 'marches 
and it's been' good' for my 
confidence."' . ' 


sign 

Beardlsey 

BOLTON (AFP) — Bolton 
Wanderers signed Peter 
Beardsley from Newcastle 
in a _ 450.000 pounds 
($700,000) switch on 
Monday' — then claimed 
they are close to capturing 
South African star Mark 

Fish. 

■ 

The 36-year-olU 

Newcastle - striker was 
blocked from making the 
. move just two weeks ago 
by the Newcastle board fol- 
lowing the sale of LeS 
Ferdinand to Spurs and 
.Alan Shearer's injury. . 

But 1 , .with .the . recent 
airiyal of John Barnes and 
Ion Rush at Newcastle. 
Bolton boss C.olin Todd has 
netted the former England 
striker — - — - to a medical 
— to end his summer-long 
striker search. 

. . Meanwhile Wanderers 
l . have agreed personal terms 
with two million pound 
.rated (about ‘3.2 million- 
pounds) Lazio central 
. defender Mark Fish. 

South African . interna- 
tional Hsh was a target for 
Manchester United several 
seasons ago but refused a 
trial .with the Premiership 
‘ champions. . 
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Steven Spielberg 

THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring : Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA *2" 

Jim Carrey ... in 


TEL:677420 


CONCORD 


COVCORD *l w 


Y .. Habil £ Hi, sham's Theatre 

A- • TEL: 625155 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


THE SUBSTITUTE 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 5:00. 
6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


m-rm nt of th« ltu«r 1 b 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in ' 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

(12:30. 3:3a 6:15. 8:30. 10:30) 


CONCORD «a» 


ACE VENTURA 2 
‘When Nature Calls’ 

Shows: 3 JO, 6:00 only 


**• | ■ V vThe satirical play " 

AMN AIAIYA HO 

- . - ' ' V ! 4 

. performance starts at S:S0 p.m. 
.| ; •. The. theatre is dosed every Friday, 
r • p reservations call 625155 
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Jonas Bjorkman 

Bjorkman beats Moya 
in rain-delayed final 


INDIANAPOLIS I A Pi — Ninth-seeded 
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden overcame the 
rain lo beat fifth-seeded Carlos Moya of 
Spain 6-3. 7-6 (7-3 1 Sunday in the finals of 
the RCA championships. 

The victory was worth SI 50.000 to 
Bjorkman, who was seeking to become the 
first player to win the singles and doubles 
titles at the Indianapolis tennis centre since 
it was converted from day to hardcourts in 
1988. 

The start of the singles championship 
match was delayed about 90 minutes by 
rain and was halted for another 30 minutes 
in the second set by another shower. 

•*! felt really strong today. The other times 
i had a lot pf problems.'* said the 25-year- 
old Swede, who had lost to Moya in their 
two previous matches. 

Bjorkman liad only two break points 
against him and won 79 per cent of his first 
sene points. He capitalised on his aggres- 
sive style to win 35 points in the 48 limes 
he came to the net. 

“I played really good from the baseline. 1 
had a chance to move Carlos around, 
instead of .him moving me around like Iasi 
time,” said Bjorkman, who won his second 
singles title in four tries. 

Moya, win less in four trips to the finals 
this year — including a loss to Pete Sam- 
pras in this year's Australian Open — 
blamed the second rain delay for his loss. It 


came after he scored his onlv serv ice break 

m 

of the mutch, giving hint a 2-1 lead in the 
second set. 

"1 was starting to play InMicr and belter. It 
cante at the worse time lor me.” Moya said, 
’i went into the lockemxmi. ... Thai was 
the key." Bjorkman. who lost only one set 
in his six matches, broke Moya in the open- 
ing game of the match, then held all three 
of his service games and closed out the 33- 
minutc set on a double fault by Moya. 

Trailing 1-2 in the second set. Bjorkman 
broke Moya immediately after play 
resumed lo tie the set and each held to force 
t be tiebreaker. Bjorkman gained one mini- 
break in the tiebreaker to go up 2-1. Moya 
tied the set again by winning the next point 
on Bjorkman's serve and the score was tied 
3-3 before the champion captured the next 
four points. 

“I think he was really tired at the end. He 
started to make mistakes.” Moya said, “but 
1 didn't take chances. He went to the net (at 
2-2} and made an overhead. I lost it. ... I 
made some stupid mistakes. I didn't win 
hecause of stupid mistakes." 

Moya, ranked ninth by the ATP Tour 
heading into the tournament, earned 
$80,000 as his match record for the year 
slipped to 42-20. Bjorkman. who will move 
into the top 20 in the rankings for the first 
rime ever with the victory, moved to 45- 1 8. 


Dalglish 
hits out 
at ‘dad’s 
army’ tag 

NEWCASTLE (AFP» — 
Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish is fuming at sug- 
gestions dial his squad 
should now be dubbed 
“dad's army" or "Liverpool 
seniors" follow ing the 
arrival of veterans John 
Bumes and Ian Rush. 

His former Liverpool 
teammates from the 1980s 
join a squad which already 
includes the 35-year-nld 
England full-back Sluan 
Pearce. 

But Dalglish hit nut at the 
sceptics, insisting ability, 
not age. was the decisive 
factor. 

introducing his new sign- 
ings nt the media. Dalglish 
said: “1 don't see any prob- 
lem. Wluit is the difference 
between having a kid of 17 
playing for us pre- season to 
these two lads who have 
still got it joining us? What 
does age matter if the abili- 
ty is still there'.' 

“Surely the judgement 
must still be whether they 
can play their football at 
the highest level — I have 
no doubt about this. 

“They still have huge 
amounts of ability and they 
are both still hungry to do 
well here, again I've no 
doubt about this." 

Barnes himself has no 
doubi about his ahililv to 

m 

play at the very highest 
level. 

“I believe in my ability. I 
have never doubted it. In 
fact I still believe 1 could 
huye played on at Liver- 
pool and that ! could make 
any other side that matter." 
said the 33-yeur-old former 
England winger. 

Rush. 35. said he was 
delighted at die prospect of 
relaunching his career with 
the Magpies. 

He said: “l have joined a 
very big club here. I am 
training better than ever 
and when 1 get up in the 
morning 1 look forward to 
my football more than I did 
when I was 25. 

“I haven't come here for 
a ride. Naturally I want to 
try and fight for my place 
in the side but whatever 
happens I will be giving 
everything to the club and 
Kenity" 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Lambert move to Celtic in doubt 

■ ■ 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Celtic's bid to sign Scotland star 
Paul Lambert from Borussia Dortmund was on the verge 
of collapse on Monday. The Glasgow Giants, desperate for 
reinforcements after a disastrous start to the season, were 
understood to have agreed a wo million pounds (about 1 
S3 .2 million) fee for the midfielder. But Celtic general 
manager Jock Brown is now thought to have decided 
against a deal, while the player’s agent Jim Melrose was 
clearly unimpressed by the offer. Melrose told the sun: 
“We're disappointed with the way business has been done. 

1 don't know' if Celtic were using this as a PR exercise." 
Lambert, who won a European Cup Winner's medal last 
season after Dortmund's surprise 3-1 victory over Juven- 
ilis, is also in no rush to return home. Despite earlier 
reports that his wife was homesick, the Scotland 
international is keen to win further honours after a suc- 
cessful first year in Germany. He said: “European football 
is of the highest standard and I cannot see me leaving it. “I 
have been learning all the time in Germany. We have a new 
Italian coach in Nevio Scala who has included me in all 
four games we have played this season so I assume I am in 
his plans." 

Grimsby keeper set to face Germany 

BELFAST (AFP) — Grimsby goalkeeper Aidan Davison 
has received a late call-up to the Northern Ireland squad 
for Wednesday’s World Cup qualifying match against Ger- 
many. Davison. 29. who has two international caps, 
{replaces Alan Fett is after the Nottingham Forest man 
became the second goalkeeper to pull out of Bryan Hamil- 
ton’s squad in four days. Fetus, who has a back problem, 
had been in line to take over from first choice Tommy 
Wright of Manchester City, an earlier injury victim. 
Hamilton mast now choose between Davison and Wigan 
19-year-old Roy Carroll for his last line of defence, with 
the Grimsby player likely to get the nod due to his greater 
experience.. 


AC Milan squad visit fan in hospital 

PORTO POTENZA PICENA. Italy (AFP) — Andrea Cur- 
loni. the teenage AC Milan fan who emerged from a coma 
after listening to taped messages from his favourite team, 
had a visit from them on Monday. Carloni had been in the 
coma since a motorcycle accident on February 28. At his 
father’s request. AC Milan sent a tape with messages from 
both players and dub president Silvio Berlusconi. He 
came out of the coma last month. Mauro Tassotti. who has 
just ended a 17-year career with Milan to take over their 
youth squad, paid a visit to the rehabilitation clinic hep? 
accompanied by members of the youth team and club offi- 
cials. Carloni. 16. immediately recognised Tassotti and 
was able to exchange a few words with Milan's former star 
defender. The teenager, clearly moved by the occasion, 
also received two presents from his visitors — Franco 
Baresi's now legendary number six shirt and a bail signed 
by every member of the first team. When he has made a 
complete recovery, Berlusconi will organise a special cel- 
ebration for Carloni at the club's Milanello training ground 
near the Swiss border. 

Sampras, Chang lead U.S. Davis Cup 

WASHINGTON tAFP) — World No. I Pete Sampras and 
second-ranked Michael Chang will lead the United States 
against Australia in a Davis Cup semi-final tie here in Sep- 
tember. U.S. Tennis Association officials said here Mon- 
day. Joining them on the U.S. team will be Alex O'Brien 
and former world number one Jim Courier . The competi- 
tion will be September 19-21 on hard courts. Sampras last 
played in the Davis Cup in the 1995 final against Russia, 
where he won two singles matches and helped Todd Mar- 
tin to win in doubles. Sampras has an 11-5 Davis Cup sin- 
gles record. Chang, a member of the 1990 Davis Cup win- 
ners, is 6-2 in Davis Cup play. He won two singles match- 
es against Mexico in Iasi year’s opening round in his most 
recent Davis Cup appearance. 


Seles chalks up 3rd Toronto title 


TORONTO (AFP, — 
American Monica Seles 
clinched a ihird successive 
Canadian Open title when 
she defeated Anke Huber 
6-2. b-4 in the final of the 
5926,250 WTA event here 
on Sundav. 

P 

Seles broke the serve of 
her German upponent 
twice in the opening set. In 
the second Huber recov- 
ered from 3- 1 dow n to lead 
4-3 before losing her serve 
twice more as Seles com- 
pleted victory in 75 min- 
utes. 

Fur 23-year-old Seles it 
was a second consecutive 
victory following her win 
in Los Angeles last week 
and continued her excel- 
lent preparation for the 
U.S. Open later this 
month. 

“This is my f;>.\ourite 
tournament, that's for 
sure." said the world num- 
ber three. 

“I'm very glad that I did 
decide to come back and 
defend my title and I will 
come hack next year too to 
try to keep the streak 



Monica Seles, of the United States, looks up as she serves during her final match at 
the Candian Open (Reuters photo) 

going. I wish I hud a Grand ings. ad milled lhai once Monica fur her great ti»ur- 

Slain tournament here." again Seles had proved too iinnicni — she was just a 

Huber, who has yet m strong. litile hii hciicr ihan me." 

beat Seles in cicht meet- "1 want to con itiaiu late Huber *aid. 


Blue 
Jays beat 
Indians 
10-5 


CLEVELAND (APj — 
Roger Clemens struck out 

1 1 in his J9th victory as the 
Toronto Blue Jays snapped 
Cleveland's four-game win- 
ning streak with a 10-5 vic- 
tory over the Indians in 
Major League baseball. 

Clemens (19-4). f p-ho 
leads the majors in wins 
and is second in era. moved 
one victory' away, from his 
fourth 20-win season and 
first since 1990 as he bids 
for his fourth Cy Young 
Award. 

It was Clemens' third 
straight double-digit strike- 
out game, i 1th this season 
and 79th of his great career. 
His era went from 1 .66 to 
1 .78. still tops in the A1 but 
second in the majors to 
Montreal's Pedro Martinez 
(1.70) with all his mile- 
stones. Clemens earned his 
first victory at Jacobs Field, 
where he came in 0-2 with a 
7.01 era. He improved to 
21-6 in his career against 
the Indians, his second- 
biggest victim after the 
Angels (25). 

Clemens allowed four 
runs and six hits in seven 
innings, walking three. 

Indians rookie Juret 
Wright (3-2) took the loss. 

Red Sox 10, Twins 5: In 
Boston. Nomar Garciaparra 
extended his hitting streak 
to 20, tying Fred Lynn's 
team rookie record as 
Boston sent the Twins to 
their ninth consecutive loss. 

Aaron Sele (12-9) 
allowed two runs and four 
hits in seven innings. He 
had a 1 1 .25 era in his previ- 
ous four starts. 

Boston improved to 62-63 
and moved within one 
game of .500 for the first 
lime since May 7 (15-16). 
The Twins, swept in the 
four-game series, have lost 

12 of 13 and are on their 
longest losing streak since a 
nine-game slide from June 
15-23, 1993. 

Bob Tewksbury (4-9). 
activated from the disabled 
list prior to the game, 
allowed six runs and nine 
hits in four innings. He had 
been sidelined since July 22 
because of a strained right 
shoulder. 

Tigers 8, Royals 4: In 
Detroit. Travis Fryman 
drove in four runs and 
Damion Easley drove in 
three as Detroit stopped a 
four-game losing streak. 

Greg Keagle (1-2) won 
for the first lime in nine 
career starts, allowing three 
runs and five hits in seven 
innings. Keagle struck out 
seven and walked none. 

Jose Rosado (8-9) was 
pounded for six runs and 
five hits in 2 1-3 innings, 
the shortest outing in 42 
career starts. He is I -6 in II 
starts since June 23. 



Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Roger Clemens in action against the Cleveland Indians 
here at Jacobs Field. Clemens, who struck out 1 1 players in seven innings that he 
pitched, became the first pitcher In the American League to reach 19 wins. Blue Jays 
won, 10-5 (Reuters photo) 


Yankees 8, Rangers 0: In 
New York, after David 
Cone removed himself in 
the second inning with a 
tight right shoulder, Ramiro 
Mendoza pitched six 

innings of two-hit relief and 
combined with Kenny 

Rogers on a three-hitter. 

Mendoza (5-5). the loser 
in Saturday's game, com- 
bined with Rogers, who left 
his lust stun on Aug. 10 
after three innings with a 
tight upper buck. The left- 
hander struck out five in the 
final two innings. 

Cone, who missed most 
of lust season after surgery 
lo repair an aneurysm in the 
same shoulder, threw 21 
pilches in the first. He made 
several warm-up tosses 
before the second but 
stopped and walked into the 
Yankees' dugoui. 

A preliminary evaluation 
indicated muscle tightness 
and tendinitis in the shoul- 
der. but no vascular abnor- 
mality relating to the right- 
hander's surgery. 

71m Raines went 3-for-5 
u'ith three RBIs and Paul 
O'Neill drove in three runs 
with a sacrifice fly and a 
two-run homer for the Yan- 

Bobby Win ill -9) 
allowed 1 2 hits and all eight 
Yankees runs. 

Orioles 5, Angels 4, 10 
Innings: In Baltimore, 

Lenny Webster singled in 
the winning run in the bot- 
tom of the 10th inning Sun- 
day as Baltimore rallied to 
win its seventh straight 
extra-inning game. 

Aaron Ledesma hit his 
first major-league home run 
and Rafael Palmeiro had his 
25th for the Orioles, who 
moved a season-high 33 
games over .500 with their 
15th win in 20 games. 

Baltimore leads second- 
place New York by 4 games 
in the AL East. 

Tim Salmon had three 
hits and an RBI and Rickey 
Henderson drove in two 
runs for Anaheim, which 
lost leads of 3-1 and 4-3 
less than 24 hours after 
blowing a six-run cushion 


in a M)-9 loss. 

Palmeiro opened the 10th 
with a walk off Shigetoshi 
Huseguwa (2-6) and moved 
to second on a balk. After 
Brady Anderson was 
walked intentionally with 
one out. wehster grounded 
a single just inside the 
third-base bag. 

Armando Benitez (3-3) 
pitched the lOih to earn the 
win. 

Mariners 5, White Sox 
3. 1st Game. White Sox 4. 
Mariners 2, 2nd Game: In 
Chicago. Ken Griffey Jr. 
homered twice lo reach 40 
for the fourth time in his 
career to lead Seattle over 
Chicago in the opener of 
their doubleheader split. 

In the second game, rook- 
ie Mike Sirotka won his 
season debut ro lead the 


White So\ to a 4-2 victory, 
stopping a four-game losing 
streak. 

Griffey. who went 4-for-5 

P 

in the doublcheadcr. hit a 
two-run homer in the first 
inning off Jaime Navarro 
(9-I0l in the first inning of 
the opener and a solo 
homer in the ninth o Ft' 
Chuck McElroy. giving him 
seven in 10 carries. 

GrilTev took over the 

mt 

major-league lead at 40 
homers, one more than Tino 
Martinez of I he New York 
Yankees. 

Sumer Jeff Fassero 1 12-7) 
was Seattle's winner in the 
opener. 

In the second game. Sirot- 
ka held the Mariners lo five 
hits in 5 1-3 innings in his 
first stan since his Aug. 14 
recall. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

IN AL-RABIEH 


Locator Omer Ben AbdU Aziz Street. 

First floor. 270 sq.m. 

Consists of 2 bedrooms + 2 master bedrooms & 

^ new luxurious furniture. 

*P For more information, please call 5510943 


NAJLA INTERNATIONAL CO. 
ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF 


THE FAMOUS LONDON TAXI 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE NEAR EAST WE ARE JUST 
ONE TELEPHONE CALL AWAY 
UPON REQUEST 

TAXI & LIMOUSINE SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

MULTI LINGUAL DRIVERS, TELEPHONE ( GSM ) & AfRCONDITION 
WE WILL TAKE YOU ANY WHERE IN AMMAN ft ALL OVER JORDAN 



PLEASE CALL US AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 

TEL: 736379 MOBILE 079 28898 OR 079 51255 








. 1 
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■ ■ 

Jordan limes, Tuesday, August 19 , 1997 



Egypt’s police kill 13 


Islamists, arrest 100 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
police killed 13 Islamists 
and rounded up around 100 
others in the biggest such 
operation for five years, the 
pro-government Al Ahram 
reported in its Monday edi- 
tion. 

Police sources confirmed 
the report but provided no 
details of the action in the 
region of Miniya. the main 
town in the Upper Nile 
region, which according to 
the pay rook place over sev- 
eral days. 

Among the dead, the 
newspaper said, were the 
“main leaders" of Egypt’s 
principal Islamist group, 
Gamaa Islamiya, also killed 
were men held responsible 
for the massacre of nine 
Copts (Egyptian Christians) 
at the Saint-George Church 
in Miniya last February, it 
said. 

Those arrested also includ- 
ed the men responsible for 
an attack on tourists in Cairo 
in April last year in which 18 
Greek holidaymakers died, 
A1 Ahram added. 

Some of the Islamists are 
additionally suspected of 
involvement in several dead- 
ly attacks on policemen and 
h anks in the Upper Nile 
region and of responsibility 
for three attacks on t rains 
carrying tourists in the area. 
None of the tourists was 
killed. 

Al Ahram said security 
forces had found “a substan- 
tial quantity of weapons and 
munitions" during the opera- 
tion, along with sketches of 
“targets" that the Islamists 
were allegedly preparing to 
attack. Among these were 
“senior officials, media 
groups, embassies, hotels 
and bridges." 

The arrested men were 


Armed group threatens 


more attacks after raids 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
Egypt’s main armed 
Islamist group, the 
Gamaa Islamiya, on 
Monday warned of more 
anti -government attacks 


following the death of 13 


militants and the arrest of 
100 others in a major 
police raid. 

“With the will of God 
we will pursue our jihad 
[holy war] against the 
enemies of God every- 
where and we will uproot 
the roots of corruption 
and injustice,'’ the 
Gamaa Islamiya said in 
an undated statement 
received here. 

“Oh mujahideen [war- 
riors] in the prison cells 
of the interior ministry 
don’t give up hope ... we 
will fight everywhere in 
defence of our mission 
against the enemies of 
Islam and Muslims,” the 
statement said. 


“Our brothers in 
Palestine have killed the 
Jews, and we are. attack- 
ing their allies in Egypt 

We don’t fear death.” die 

m ■ 

statement said Egypt 
signed the first Arab 
peace treaty with Israel 
in 1979. 

The Gamaa also sug- 
gested that a blaze which 
ripped through a Cairo 
shopping - mall on 
Thursday, killing three 
people and wounding 
273 others, was the work 
of its militants. Police 
have said die fire was 
caused. by a short circuit. 

“We have inflicted in 
the past heavy losses to 
the regime and the inci- 
dent which occurred in 
the HeliopoLis shopping 
centre is but a lesson, to 
those Who say we tvill be 
eliminated/’ the- state- 
ment said . . ’ ’ 


reportedly brought before a 
judge. 

The best known of the 
slain Islamists was said to be 
Ismail Kedwani, nephew of 
Farid Kedwani, the main 
organiser of the Saint- 
Geoige Church massacre 
who is still at liberty. 

Earlier this month 
Egyptian authorities arrested 
33 members of the banned 
Muslim Brotherhood for 
planning a recruitment drive 
at Alexandria university. It 
followed the arrest of 14 
fugitive Islamists, including 
one sentenced to death in 
absentia for murder. 


More than 1,200 people 
have been killed in the vio- 
lent campaign launched by 
Islamists in March 1992 to 
overthrow Egypt’s secular 
government 

Six of the founders of 
Gamaa Islamiya, which is 
based in the Miniya region, 
appealed last month for an 
end to the violence but a 
hardline group, tbe Jihad 
Tala’ a Al Fateh (Vanguard of 
the Conquest) rejected the 
call. 

However the organisa- 
tion's activities have slack- 
ened off considerably in 
recent weeks. 


Egypt court to give spy 


case ruling end of month 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
state security court will this 
month pass its verdict on an 
Israeli man and his alleged 
Egyptian accomplice on 
charges they spied on Egypt 
for Israel. 

Maharram Darwish. the 
main judge in a session of 
the trial held ar a Cairo state 
security court on Monday, 
said he would hand down 
the verdict on August 31. 

Israeli-Druze textile tech- 
nician Azam Azam and 
Egyptian Imad Abdul 
Halim Ismail are charged 
with making criminal 
arrangements to spy for the 


Israeli intelligence service 


Mossad. 

The case has brought 
Egypt-IsraeLi ties to one of 
their lowest points since 
their 1979 peace treaty. 

Two women — Zahra 
Yousef Jreiss and Mona 
Ahmad Shaivahna — are on 
trial in absentia on the same 


charges. Like Azam, they 
are also members of the 
Druze community. 

The trial, which started on 
April 24, resumed on 
Sunday and continued on 
Monday. Azam’s lawyer. 
Farid Deeb. tried to prove 
his client's innocence by 
saying that there was no 
evidence to support Ismail's 
espionage charge. 

Among the charges 
against Ismail was that he 
accepted a bribe to spy for 
Mossad. “He took $400, 
$100 and $150, but only to 
help him in bis living Mr. 
Deeb said. 

But the defence for Ismail 
had said in an earlier ses- 
sion that there was no proof 
his client took money. 

Ismail is also charged 
with providing information 
on Egypt’s industry to 
Mossad. Deeb argued in 
Monday’s hearing that such 
information was publicly 


available and presented to 
the judge a copy of the busi- 
ness directory Kompass on 
Egypt 

He said any talk between 
Ismail and Jreiss, who is 
charged with trying to 
recruit him, was normal 
conversation. 

“Such a case is harmful to 
Egypt Egypt is so strong 
and deeply rooted to be hurt 
by a normal conversation," 
Mr. Deeb said. 

Prosecutor Hisham 
Badawi asked for the maxi- 
mum punishment for the 
defendants, saying they 
deserved no mercy. 

Lawyers say Ismail faces 
25 years in jail with hard 
labour. Azam faces a maxi- 
mum sentence of life in 
prison, lawyers said. 

“We trust your just ver- 
dict for which millions of 
people are waiting,” Mr. 
Badawi told tbe court 


Iran denies press report 


on nuclear shopping list 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
dismissed Sunday a report in 
the Times of London that it 
made several attempts last 
year to buy parts from South 
Africa needed to build 
nuclear weapons. 

The official Islamic 

Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) described as “false, 
baseless and dishonest" tbe 
Tunes report Saturday that 
quoted next month's issue of 
the specialist Jane's 

International Defence 
Review. 

The Iranian Atomic 

Energy Organisation, quoted 
by IRNA. said Iran's nuclear 
activities were “for peaceful 
purposes and ... its activities 
are under tbe full control of 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency" the Vienna- 
based world regulatory body 
(IAEA). 

Citing Jane’s, the Times 
said Iranian Deputy Minister 
of Atomic Affairs Reza 
AmroUahi presented a list of 
items to the head of South 
Africa's Atomic Energy 
Corporation Waldo Stnimpf. 


but that it was immediately 
rejected. 

It said Mr. Strumpf told the 
paper he had been given “a 
comprehensive list of items 
needed for manufacturing 
nuclear weapons" after a 
meeting that took place last 
year in Pelindaba near 
Pretoria. 

“There were some very 
advanced things asked for — 
blueprints, industrial, chemi- 
cal and laboratory equip- 
ment, and other essentials 
required for weapons of 
mass destruction." Mr. 
Strumpf told the Times. 

IRNA said Mr. AmroUahi 
had never been to South 
Africa or had a meeting with 
Mr. Strumpf, and attributed 
the newspaper's claims to 
“Zionist circles." 

It said the Iranian Nuclear 
Organisation “reserves the 
right to file a complaint 
against the Times.” 

Jane's defence review said 
that Iran has made “consid- 
erable progress” in its quest 
towards developing nuclear 
weapon*. 


It quoted South African 
defence force officials as 
saying that an undisclosed 
number of technicians made 
redundant by the scrapping 
of tbe South African nuclear 
programme have been hired 
by Iran. 

Former President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
assured tbe IAEA last month 
that Iran would cooperate 
“in the exchange of informa- 
tion on its nuclear activities,” 
and denied that Tehran was 
seeking to build nuclear 
weapons. 

However, the U.S., which 
has sought to isolate Iran, 
has warned in the past that 
the Islamic regime is trying 
to acquire nuclear weapons. 

Late last month the com- 
mander of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf predicted that Tehran 
will have nuclear weapons 
around the turn of tbe centu- 
ry and warned that an 
Iranian military build up in 
the Gulf has increased the 
risk of an incident. 


Mir station loses computer 


system and orbit position 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
main computer on the 
Russian space station Mir 
malfunctioned Monday, 
forcing the crew to shut 
down ail electrical instru- 
ments to save power and 
plunging the ageing vessel 
into a new crisis. 

An unexplained error in 
the computer made Mir lose 
its proper position as it spun 
around earth, meaning tbe 
station was no longer orient- 
ed cowards the sun and its 
solar energy panels did not 
generate electricity. Mission 
Control Chief Vladimir 
Solovyov told reporters. 

The three-man crew — 
cosmonauts Anatoly 

Solovyov and Pavel 
Vinogradov and NASA 
astronaut Michael Foale — 
shut down all electrical 
instruments, including the 
faulty onboard computer. 

With the guidance system 
down, the 11 -year-old, prob- 
lem-plagued vessel went 
into an erratic movement as 
it span around earth, Mr. 
Solovyov said 

As a result, a space walk 
planned for Wednesday to 
begin repairing damage 
from a collision between 
Mir and art unmanned 
progress cargo vessel in 
June will be put off by “two 
or three days,” he said. 

“Ground control is going 
to carry out an analysis and 
the cosmonauts are going to 
carry out repairs to the com- 
puter” he said. 

“The situation is fairly 
complicated It means a 
change to the cosmonauts' 
prog ramm e,” he added 

The scare came just after 
the crew successfully 
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Theispace shuttle Atlantis slowly rolls to the launching pad at dawn Monday at the 
Kennedy Space Centre. Atlantis is expected to launch on September IS on a 10-day 
mission to dock with the beleaguered Russian Mir space station (Reuters photo) 


docked a new Progress 
cargo vessel loaded with 
fuel. 

They had been forced to 
dock the vessel using manu- 
al controls after ground con- 
trol noticed a fault in the 
automatic, computerised 
system just four min ute* 
before the operation was to 
take place. 

An attempt to dock the 
Progress on Sunday had 
been called off at the last 
minute because of a similar 
computer fault 

Yuri Simyonov. head of 
Enetgiya, which runs the 
Mir programme, said that 
just before Monday’s 
attempt “it was clear that 
there were minor break- 
downs in the automatic sys- 
tems at ground control and 
on the vessel itself.” 


That was when ground 
control turned to the three- 
man crew for help. 

They “brilliantly corrected 
the faults of the automatic 
systems. The cosmonauts 
reacted with intelligence and 
calm. They made a b rillian t 
docking,” Mr. Simyonov 
said 

Docking the six-tonne 
Progress, which is loaded 
with fuel for Mir, when both 
vessels are moving at high 
speed has to be carried out 
with pin-pint precision to 
avoid potentially fatal acci- 
dents. 

After the June 25 collision, 
the worst accident in Mir’s 
history, cosmonauts Vasily 
Tsibliyev and Alexander 
Lazudtin had to seal off the 
punctured and depressurised 
Spektr to save the rest of the 


station. 

No official reason for tbe 
collision has been released 
but Mr. Tsibliyev was in 
control at the time, suggest- 
ing human error. 

Mr. Blagov said the new 
crew was not unsettled by 
the long line of troubles. 
“We have people with strong 


nerves,” he said. 


It was not immediately 
clear how easily ground con- 
trol would be able to deter- 
mine the computer problem 
and whether the cosmonauts 
would then be able to fix it- 
Mr. Solovyov and Mr. 
Vinogradov, who arrived on 
Mir August 7 to replace the 
worn-out previous crew, 
were meant to be concentrat- 
ing on a series of space 
walks, starting Wednesday, 
to repair the Spektr module. 


Israeli army 


tears down 


cowshed in 


Hebron 


HEBRON (TO — Forty 
Hebron milk cows were 
made homeless Monday 
when the Israeli army tore 
down their shed a 
Palestinian dairy farmer 
said 

“They came this morning 
suddenly without any 
alarm and they started tak- 
ing the cows out," said 
Moh amm ad Rajabi, 33. 

“They said they were 
going to demolish the shed 
because it was built with- 
out a licence,” he said as 
the cows scattered. 

The army also destroyed 
a well next to the cowshed 
that belonged to Mr. 
Rajabi ’s brother Jaial. wit- 
nesses said. 

“Don’t cry, let them do 
what they want. We have 
God,” Mr. Rajabi told his 
wife and their 10 children 
as they sat on a stone wall 
watching soldiers tear 
down the shed (see story 
on page 1). 


Jewish festival of love accented 


by right-wing radical sentiments 


TEL AVTV (API — Love and 
right-wing extremism made 
an unlikely union Monday, 
the Jewish festival of love 
known as Tto B’av. 

Outside the prison of where 
the assassin of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin is held in soli- 
tary confinement, a group of 
teenage girls gathered to 
show their support and send 
their love. 

Several of the young 
women who came to the 
prison in the southern city of 
Beersheva p r offere d them- 
selves for marriage to 27- 
year-old Yigal Amir. 

Tatiana, a tall 23-year-old in 
sunglasses and a long skirt 
who immigrated to Israel 
from the former Soviet union 
seven years ago said she 
would marry Amir. 

“1 think be has the rights of 
a human being. I’m a human 
being and be is a human 
being and today is the day of 
love and I want him to feel the 
day," she told Israel Radio. 

Meanwhile, die wedding of 
Israeli extremist Tatiana 
Suss kind, 26. the art school 
dropout who inflamed 
Muslims worldwide in June 
for posting fliers in Hebron 
depicting the Prophet 


Israelisj-Palestimans make 

■ m m • . ■ 

in Hebron 


music 



HEBRON (AP) — It was a strange line-up. Palestinians 
and Israelis who usually fight each other with-stones and 
bullets, beat African drums together in the Hebron market 
Monday. 

“It’s a different way to see the Palestinian kids,” said an 
Israeli soldier as he tapped a Jumbay drum. “They are smil- 
ing and they are happy.” 

The African drums were brought .to Hebron by four 
Israeli musicians who hoped tbe music would help ease the 
tensions in the city of 130,000 Palestinians and 450 Jewish 
settlers. 

“Music will bring peace,” said Lkjr SbaL a 26-year-old: 
musician from Tel Aviv. He said the group might try to 
draw in the Jewish settlers in another visit 

On Monday, Shai and his friends set up the 10 drums in 
the market and began playing. Soon, they were joined by 
Palestinian youngsters and the Israeli soldier as a large 
crowd gathered around them. 

But while the beat of drums briefly dispelled tensions in 
the centre of the city, Israel demolished a Palestinian home 
just south of Hebron because it was built without a permiL 


as a pig, was 


Mo hammad 
postponed. 

Suss kind, who is in custody 
and awaiting trial, plans to 
many boyfriend Yehuda 
Shomroru a 25-year-old 
bricklayer and, like ber, a sup- 
porter of tbe outlawed anti- 
Arab Kach movement 

The couple wanted to tie tbe 


knot on Tu B’av, but a 
Jerusalem district court judge 
didn't rule in time on a 
request by the groom drat the 
bride be permitted to leave 
jail fen- a day to attend the cer- 
emony. Shomron will resub- 
mit his request later this 
week, Susskind's lawyer said. 
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EARLIEST HARVEST: A grape picker pours the first grapes harvested in 1997 in the vineyards of Chateau De 
La Louviere near Bordeaux Monday. This year's harvest is the earliest of the century in the region and will 
produce white Pessac-Leogn an wine (Reuters photo) 



Australia’s deputy 
PM pushes for 
more toilet talk 


CANBERRA (R) 

Australia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Tun Fischer wants 
to flush out political views 
in the new parliament 
house by blocking up the 
plumbing in politicians’ 
private toilets, fischer says 
the flow of communication 

has slowed to a trickle in 
the absence of the commu- 
nal troughs which were a 
feature of the old parlia- 
ment house, vacated in 
1988. Fischer added that 
there was less humour in 
the new parliament house. 
“There is less humour in 
the new parliament house 
is a design fault which 
would be greatly helped if 
we turned off all the 
plumbing in individual 
members’ and senators’ 
suites.” Fischer said. 


Weaver feels grim 
about role in 
*GrimnT story 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Fighting aliens with con- 
ce titrated acid for blood in 
the “Alien” film series did- 
n’t faze Sigourney Weaver. 
But acting in a recent tele- 
vision version of the fairy 
tale “Snow White” really 
disturbed her. Weaver, 47, 
plays the evil stepmother in 
“Snow White: A Tale of 
Terror,” a new version of 
the Brothers Grimm story 
to be aired on showtime 
next Sunday. In an inter- 
view with TV guide. 
Weaver said “I have a 
daughter” referring to her 
7-year-old. Charlotte. “I 
thought, ‘how can I play 
this woman who wants to 
kill this little girl?’" 


Connery escapes 
brick attack 


LONDON (AFP) - 
Former James Bond actor 
Sean Connery had a lucky 
escape when a brick was 
dropped from a bridge 
through tbe windscreen of 
his car, tbe Mail on Sunday 
newspaper reported. Tbe 
former James Bond actor 
was driving back to 
London in his Range Rover 
from 'Shepperton Film 
Studios when the incident 
happened. The ex-007 was 
shaken but not stirred- 
Connery, 66, is currently 
shooting a film inspired by 
the cult 1960s-70s televi- 
soo series “The Avengers 


*9 


Astaire's wife fearful 
for his public image 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Fred Astaire's widow says 
she rarely gives permis- 
sion to use her late hus- 
band's film clips because 
she wants to protect his 
image. “He was worried 
that after he was no longer 
around that he'd be taker) 
advantage of," Robyn 

Smith Astaire, 52, said in a 
recent interview. T 
promised him I wouldn't 
let that happen. And Fred 
and I thought so much 
alike. He just said. T trust 
you implicitly.'” she said. 
The dancer died in 1987. 
leaving his wife — a for- 
mer jockey 46 years 

younger than ber husband 
when they married — tbe 
right to manage his intel- 
lectual property. 


Dodi’s double 
serving time 
in Toronto jail 


TORONTO (R) — A con 
artist known for posing as 
Dodi Fayed, the movie pro- 
ducer rumoured to be 
romantically linked to 
Princess Diana, is locked 
up in a Canadian jail, a 
Canadian penitentiary 
spokesman said. 

Mohammad Yehia Saed, 
bom in 1949, was sen- 
tenced to two years in 
prison on June 1 7 for 
impersonating ; fellow 
Egyptian Fayed, the 
Toronto Sun newspaper 
reported at the time. 
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